
Security And SAfety for All
ISSUE 61 FEBRUARY 2017

IN THIS ISSUE:

UAE 5.000 AED
KSA 5.000 SAR
Kuwait 0.500 DK
Bahrain 0.500 BD
Qatar 5.000 QAR
Oman 0.500 OR

IN THIS ISSUE: NavIgaTE yoUr way To SUccESS aNd add zEroES To yoUr baNk balaNcE wITH lITTlE EfforT

SPOTLIGHT ON 
ABU DHABI 
FEBRUARY 

IS CULTURAL 
FEVER IN THE 

CAPITAL

THE SCIENCE OF

INSIDE ALL OF US IS A SPARK OF GENEROSITY

GIVING

MOI WINS BIG
AT GOVERNMENT

EXCELLENCE AWARD

TIME TRAVEL 
THE UAE IN 

THE FUTURE

Zenith_HQ  •  Visual: U05_EP2  •  Magazine: 999_magzine March_2015 (AE)  •  Language: English
Doc size: 210 x 280 mm  •  Calitho #: 02-15-106633  •  AOS #: ZEN_09121 • TS 25/02/2015

E L  P R I M E R O  C H R O N O M A S T E R  1 9 6 9 

Acknowledged as the world’s best chronograph, it is a descendant of the 

legendary El Primero fi rst unveiled in 1969 and proudly bears the iconic colours 

of the fi rst high-frequency automatic column-wheel chronograph calibre. Beating 

at a rate of 36,000 vibrations per hour, this daring feat embodies the exceptional 

expertise of the Manufacture.

F O L L O W  Y O U R  O W N  S T A R

W
W

W
.

Z
E

N
I

T
H

-
W

A
T

C
H

E
S

.
C

O
M



������� ��� ������.indd   106 10/25/16   9:34 PM



Security And Safety For Alleditor’s note

F
or most people around the world, February is the month of love, thanks to 

Valentine’s Day celebrations. For the UAE, the concept of love encompasses 

not just the object of one’s personal affection but the entire humanity. 

This month last year, the UAE got its first Minister of Happiness, to ensure the 

well-being of the country’s inhabitants. This year, the national leadership has taken the 

idea further and expanded it, with the aim of sharing happiness with all of mankind.

Marking 2017 as the ‘Year of Giving’ is an initiative born of the charitable aspects of 

Islam, and also an urgent need to help people who’re falling by the wayside even as 

the world moves on.

We thank the President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime 

Minister, for giving us yet another chance to bring out the best in ourselves. In our 

cover story this month, we explore the science of giving, seeing how humans are 

hardwired to be helpful and how the emotional clutter of the modern world suppresses 

this positivity. When visionary leaders ask us to dig deeper and find that wellspring of 

goodness, we’re motivated to do so. Our ‘Tips & Trivia’ section complements the cover 

story, suggesting some handy tips for giving without getting exhausted. 

If you’re a resident of Abu Dhabi, you may find that police in the emirate are already 

actively spreading happiness. The ‘Happiness Patrol’ vehicles of Abu Dhabi Police are 

spotting good motorists and giving them gift vouchers in recognition of their 

law-abiding behaviour. Just imagine what a big smile this would put on someone’s 

face. Abu Dhabi Police are also offering a whole range of services through their smart 

app, as you’ll read in this issue, making life so much easier for citizens and residents. 

Such measures and many others like it – all undertaken with the aim of maximum 

satisfaction alongside maximum security – has helped the Ministry of Interior, under 

which Abu Dhabi Police function, bag six awards and two medals at the Mohammed 

bin Rashid Government Excellence Award ceremony, held recently.

A culture of excellence and continuous innovation drives the UAE. The year 2021, 

when the federation celebrates its golden jubilee, should see changes that’d take the 

quality of life to the next level in this already amazing country. Our special report on 

‘future forward’ UAE brings you a round-up of what to look forward to.

As regards the daily life and professional needs of expats, this issue has three useful 

features – on how expats can build wealth through a disciplined saving habit; how they 

can make the most of the seven emirates by inviting family and friends; and how they 

can get well-paid jobs even without top degrees.

And after you’ve worked so hard to earn a well-settled life here, you wouldn’t want 

some con man to part you from your money, would you? Therefore, our feature on 

criminal sorcerers warns you of the pitfalls of trusting black magic.

Finally, in ‘Abu Dhabi Spotlight’, you’ll find events that’ll liven up these last few weeks 

of winter. Have fun, see you again next month!

To the world, with love

Marking 2017 
as the ‘Year of 
Giving’ is an 

initiative born 
of the charitable 
aspects of Islam, 

and also an 
urgent need to 

help people who’re 
falling by the 

wayside
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President leads nation in mourning  
5 Emiratis killed on humanitarian mission

newsnews

With deep sorrow and grief, President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has mourned the death of 
five Emiratis killed in a bombing, which took place at the 
headquarters of the Governor of Kandahar in Afghanistan.

The five who were killed were identified as Mohammed 
Ali Al Bastaki, 62, from Abu Dhabi, delegate minister at the 
UAE Embassy in Kabul; Abdullah Mohammed Al Kaabi, 35, 
from Al Ain, third secretary at the embassy; Ahmed Rashid Al 
Mazroui, 40, from Sharjah, a deputy aid director; Ahmed 
Abdul Rahman Al Tunaiji, 45, from Ras Al Khaimah, and 
Abdul Hamid Sultan Al Hammadi, 53, from Abu Dhabi, both 
advisers at the embassy.

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa prayed to Allah Almighty to 
bestow mercy and forgiveness upon them.

In a statement from the Ministry of Presidential Affairs, His 
Highness Sheikh Khalifa directed all ministries and government 
departments and institutions across the country to fly the flag 
at half-mast for three days, following the attack, in honour of 
the martyrs who gave their lives in defence of humanitarian 
causes.

Amongst those injured were Juma Al Kaabi, UAE 
Ambassador to Afghanistan, and the governor of Kandahar, 
Homayun Azizi.

President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has 
congratulated Donald Trump on his 
inauguration as the 45th President of the 
United States of America (USA).

In his cable, President His Highness 
Khalifa wished the newly inaugurated US 

A total of 300 mosques performed prayers across the country, 
where worshipers across the country came together with Rulers of 
emirates to perform Salaat Al Istisqaa to pray for rain.

UAE leaders join hands to pray for rain across the country

Sheikh Khalifa congratulates US President Trump on his inauguration

VP, Crown Prince discuss key national issues

Sheikh Mohammed approves three-fold 
expansion of International Humanitarian City

Vice President and Prime Minister and 
Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
discussed the course of national 
development in sync with the vision 
of the President His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

his Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President 
and Prime Minister, and Ruler of 
Dubai, has approved the expansion of 
International Humanitarian City.

    In response to urgent demand from 
UN and leading NGO agencies, the 
move will see the facility grow by more 
than 300,000 square feet.

More warehouse space will offer 
greater support to aid agencies 
struggling to cope with growing global 
demand for emergency services, 
including the Red Crescent, UNHCR, 
ICRC and the World Food Programme,

It will also help IHC members better 
pre-position stocks in the event of new 
pandemics, natural disasters and more 
armed conflicts and conduct more 
training of aid workers.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid was accompanied by His 
Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, and 
His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai Civil 
Aviation Authority and Chairman of 
Emirates Group.

The meeting was attended by other 
Sheikhs and senior officials, including 
HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Rashid 
Al Mu’alla, Deputy Ruler of Umm 
Al Qaiwain, Dr Amal Abdullah Al 
Qubaisi, Speaker of Federal National 
Council (FNC), HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin 
Mohammed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi 
Ruler`s Representative in the Eastern 
Region, HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, HH Sheikh 
Omar bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable 
and Humanitarian Foundation, HH 
Sheikh Khalid bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Chairman of the Board of Zayed Higher 
Organisation for Humanitarian Care & 
Special Needs (ZHO), and a number of 
Sheikhs and senior officials.

During the meeting at Al Bahr Palace 
in Abu Dhabi, Their Highnesses voiced 
pride in the Year of Giving initiative as 
an oasis of goodness, tolerance and 
peaceful co-existence that has won 
praise and respect across the world.

The President’s vision is based on 
a bright record of achievements, 
supported by strong national solidarity 
and cohesion, and ambition driven by 
dynamic national initiatives.

Demand for aid in the form of 
food, shelter, and medicine is now 
at its highest since World War II and 
agencies need additional warehousing 
and logistics support to cope.

Founded in 2003, IHC is the world’s 
largest humanitarian logistics hub.

Its members include nine United 
Nations agencies, apart from nearly 50 
NGOs and businesses working in the 
aid sector.

When IHC moved to its current 
location in Dubai Industrial City near 
Jebel Ali Port and Al Maktoum Airport in 
2011, it tripled in size but demand for 
space has continued to climb rapidly.

The IHC has played a pivotal role in 
first responses to crises in places as far 
away as Haiti and Vanuatu.

The global hub for humanitarian 

services has played an especially 
critical role in moving goods to trouble 
spots in the MENA region and East 
Africa.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, and Ruler of Dubai, 
commended the greatest sacrifices of the five who died whilst 
carrying out humanitarian work.

president success during his term of office.
President His Highness Khalifa has 

also sent his hope that the UAE-US ties 
would see further growth and continued 
strong bilateral relations.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice 

President and Prime Minister, and Ruler 
of Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, also sent similar 
cables to the US President.

Following directives by HH President Sheikh Khalifa to perform 
the rain prayer, the General Authority of Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments designated a number of mosques to perform the 
prayers. 

In Fujairah, at Sheikh Zayed Mosque, Muslims prayed 
alongside His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Mohammed Al Sharqi, Crown Prince of Fujairah, and a number of 
senior officials.

In Ajman, His Highness Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al 
Nuaimi,  Supreme Council member and Ruler of Ajman, 
performed prayers at Sheikh Rashid bin Humaid Al Nuaimi 
Mosque, whilst His Highness Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, 
Supreme Council member and Ruler of Ras Al-Khaimah, 
performed prayers at the Grand Eid Musallah alongside senior 
officials, Emiratis and expatriates. 
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newsnews

Interior Minister launches ‘I Can Drive Safely’ campaign

Saif bin Zayed meets delegation from Harvard, underlines UAE’s accomplishments in security 

his Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
has recently launched the “I Can 
Drive Safely” campaign.

The initiative, which is carried out 
by the Khalifa Student Empowerment 
Program “Aqdar”, in partnership 

his Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, warmly 
received a delegation from the Harvard 
University and briefed them on the UAE’s 
efforts to encourage innovation and 
youth education, whilst maintaining the 
community’s link to its culture and heritage.

The delegation included professors 
and students who flew to the country to 
observe the innovations and practices 
of the UAE government in the fields of 
strategy and security.

HH Sheikh Saif cited the 
accomplishments of the UAE government 
in the development of policing and the 

Mohamed bin Zayed receives global leaders during World Future Energy Summit
his Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, individually received 
several heads of state attending the World Future Energy 
Summit, which is part of the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week 
2017.

Amongst the world leaders warmly welcomed by His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed were President 
Horacio Cartes of Paraguay, President Danny Faure of 
Seychelles, President Luis Guillermo Solis of Costa Rica 
and Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Prime Minister of Nepal, on the 
sidelines of the event being held at the Abu Dhabi National 
Exhibition Centre.

Enhancement of cooperation and friendship between the 
UAE and their respective countries were discussed.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed and the global 
leaders also talked about several issues and topics on the 
agenda of the summit, especially the projects and initiatives 
to be implemented by governments and world companies to 
innovate clean and renewable energy products.

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation; Reem bint 
Ibrahim Al Hashemi, Minister of State for International Co-

operation; Khaldoon Khalifa Al Mubarak, Chairman of Abu 
Dhabi Executive Affairs Authority (EAA), and Mohammed 
Mubarak Al Mazrouie, Undersecretary of the Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince’s Court, also attended the meetings.

on the road and not pick up their 
phones when behind the wheel.

“This initiative is in-line with the 
vision of President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa, who has declared 
2017 as the ‘Year of Giving’ and 
builds on the first pillar of creating 
a sense of community responsibility 
in the private sector. The safety of 
our youth is everyone’s responsibility 
and this collaboration demonstrates 
the effectiveness of successful public 
– private sector cooperation,” said 
HH Sheikh Saif.

 Young drivers were responsible 
for more than half of all road 
accidents in the UAE in the last nine 
months of 2015, Ministry of Interior 
statistics show. This age group 
accounted for more than a quarter 
of fatalities.

sharing of its experiences with other 
countries.

The delegation was also advised about 
the Ministry of Interior Excellence Award 
for distinguished students studying abroad, 
and the vision of the ministry for the UAE 
to become the safest country in the world.

Revealing some of the innovations 
made in the field of security, HH Sheikh 
Saif talked about the invention of a device 
to check passports in record time, and a 
children’s car seat that works as a digital 
companion to the child, in case the driver 
has left the vehicle, which won the top 
spot in the British and American Awards 
for Ideas in 2013 and 2014.

Aisha Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, an 
Emirati student at Harvard, presented 
a commemorative gift to His Higness 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed on behalf of the 
delegation for his inputs on policing and 
security.

Major General Dr Nasser Lakhreibani 
Al Nuaimi, Secretary-General of the 
Office of HH the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, and Major 
General Ahmed Naser Al Raisi, Inspector 
General of the Ministry of Interior, and 
several general managers and CEOs 
from the ministry also attended the 
meeting.

with Nissan Middle East and 
Road Safety UAE, is part of MoI’s 
educational campaign to reduce 
traffic fatalities across the country.

 This year’s theme is on the “use of 
mobile phones whilst driving”. HH 
Sheikh Saif highlighted that young 
drivers need to concentrate more 

his Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces, presented the 
Zayed Future Energy Prize to nine winners 
during the 2017 awards ceremony in 
Abu Dhabi, in the presence of six heads 
of state.

Nine pioneers in renewable energy 
and sustainability across five categories 
became the latest awardees to join the 
prize’s growing international community of 
winners.

Crown Prince honours winners of Zayed Future Energy Prize 2017
The 2017 recipients of the prize span 

a wide range of industry expertise, from 
breakthrough photovoltaic manufacturing 
to government policy advisory. The Zayed 
Future Energy Prize has so far recognised 
57 individuals and organisations since it 
was founded in 2008.

A leader of sustainable energy in 
China was honoured with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Li Junfeng, director general of China’s 
National Centre of Climate Change 
Strategy Research, won the award, 

including a prize of US$500,000 
(Dh1.8mn).

The awards, worth Dh14.7million, 
were announced at the opening of Abu 
Dhabi Sustainability Week, with tens of 
thousands of policymakers, experts and 
six heads of state in attendance

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed said 
that the UAE would continue to be a 
leader in driving sustainable innovations 
across the globe, and that the prize 
sought to encourage others to lend a 
helping hand – a principle consistent with 
the country’s Year of Giving initiative.

“The legacy of our Founding Father 
Sheikh Zayed has led our nation on 
a path to sustainable development 
and prosperity,” he said. “Through this 
prize, which bears his name, the UAE 
empowers others to embark on that same 
path.

“Today, we celebrate the success of this 
vision through improved access to energy, 
technology and water, which in turn 
presents opportunities for better education, 
health and employment for women, 
children and those in need.”

hh sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, crown Prince of abu dhabi and deputy supreme commander of 
the armed forces (fifth from the left at the back), with the Zayed future energy Prize 2017 winners
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Abu Dhabi Police sign MoU with HAAD to enhance fast emergency response
the Abu Dhabi Police General 
Headquarters and Health Authority 
– Abu Dhabi (HAAD) have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to 
strengthen cooperation between the 
two parties in the area of promoting 
the offered services, enhancing 
fast response to emergencies, and 
accrediting a medical protocol for 
ambulance services in the emirate of 
Abu Dhabi.

This MoU was signed by Major 
General Mohammed Khalfan Al 
Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 
Dhabi Police, and Dr Mugheer Khamis 
Al Khaili, Chairman of HAAD.

Al Rumaithi said that this MoU aimed 
to fulfil the aspirations of the Abu Dhabi 
Government as regards the integral roles 
played by government institutions, and 
encouraging coordinated functioning 
in the development of plans, initiatives, 
and cultural activities. This would be 
done in a way to serve all segments 
of society, improve public health, and 
support sustainable development at all 
levels.

Under the MoU, the two parties 

will share information through online 
channels, hold common training 
programmes, and undertake scientific 
research and studies. The police chief 
said that HAAD would be a real support 
for the Abu Dhabi Police General 
Headquarters in its efforts for continuous 
improvement of police work and security 
maintenance.

Dr Al Khaili spoke of the significance 
of this MoU with Abu Dhabi Police, 
as it was the authority responsible for 
keeping the community safe and was 
considered the mainstay of the emirate’s 
sustainable development. The HAAD 
chief indicated that the partnership 
would stimulate energies and develop 
the skills available in both institutions.

Al Sharifi says martyrs are glory of the nation
MAjor General Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director General 
of Abu Dhabi Police, paid his sincerest condolences 
to President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 
over the martyrdom of five Emirati humanitarian officers 
who died in the recent Afghanistan blast.

Al Sharifi said that the UAE felt proud of its cherished 
sons who were martyred whilst doing their humanitarian 
duty towards their Afghani brethren. He prayed 
that Allah may bestow his mercy, compassion and 
forgiveness upon the souls of the UAE martyrs; patience 
and solace upon their families; quick recovery upon 
the UAE citizens who were wounded in this attack; and 
security and safety upon the UAE, its leadership and 
people.   

He also stressed that citizens were the “forearms” who 
contribute to the march of development and prosperity, 
and their dedication to giving was the evidence of their 
loyalty to the country and its leadership.

Sharjah Police drive to cut fatalities on Maliha Road

MoI delegation pays condolences to martyrs’ families

coMMunity Police at Sharjah 
Police, in cooperation with the Traffic 
and Patrols Department, began 
implementing initiatives within the 
awareness drive of the Ministry 
of Interior, under the theme ‘Their 
happiness in your safety’.

The force aimed to address the 
challenge of reducing the number of 
fatal accidents on five major roads in 
the UAE, including Maliha Road in 
Sharjah, as per the instructions of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 
on expediting the National Agenda 
goals.

The activities undertaken by the 
Community Police included handing 
out awareness leaflets and circulars to 
drivers in the rest areas and fuel stations.

Lt Colonel Dr Ahmed Al Naoor, 
Acting Director of Traffic and Patrols 
Department at Sharjah Police, 
highlighted the department’s efforts 
in creating a safe and accident-free 
emirate, by unifying campaigns and 
strengthening partnerships.

Sharjah Police, in cooperation 
with its strategic partners, conducted 
a field study to assess and handle 
speed on the emirate’s roads. This 
study recommended reducing speed 
on Maliha Road, particularly on the 
stretch which links Al Badi Bridge with 
the exit of Sheikh Khalifa Road, from 
120kmph to 100kmph. This road was 
undergoing maintenance by the Ministry 
of Infrastructure Development.

LieutenAnt General Saif Abduallah 
Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the 
Ministry of Interior, accompanied by 
a number of top officers from the MoI, 
paid condolences to the families of UAE 
martyrs Abdulla Mohammad Eissa Al 
Ka’abi; Mohammad Ali Al Bastaki; Abul 
Hameed Sultan Abdulla Al Hamadi; 
Ahmad Abdur-Rahman Al Tunaihi; and 
Ahmad Rashid Al Mazrou’ie. 

They were killed in a blast whilst on 
a humanitarian mission to Afghanistan. 
The attack targeted the headquarters of 
the Governor of Kandahar.

Locations of the condolence visits paid 
by Al Sha’far and his accompanying 
delegation included Hili in Al Ain City; 
the two cities of Khalifa and Shakhbout in 
Abu Dhabi; Al Rams in Ras Al Khaimah; 
and Wadi Al Holw in Sharjah.

During these visits, Al Sha’far and his 
accompanying delegation expressed 
their sincerest condolences to the 
families of the martyrs, speaking of the 
country’s pride in their noble sacrifices, 
and praying to Allah to bestow mercy 
and compassion upon their soul, 
harbour them in eternal paradise, 
and give patience and solace to their 
families.
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Dhahi Khalfan receives pilot study on human trafficking awareness
LieutenAnt General Dhahi Khalfan 
Tamim, Deputy Chairman of Police and 
Security in Dubai, received a report on 
‘The Pilot Study to Gauge the Level of 
Public Awareness in Dubai’. The study 
was conducted by Dubai Police General 
Headquarters, in cooperation with 
Addaera Research & Pools Centre. 

The report was submitted by Brigadier 
Dr Mohammad Al Murr, Director General 
of Human Rights at Dubai Police.

Lt Gen Tamim praised the results of this 
study, which showed that 94 per cent 
of the people who lived in Dubai had 
a comprehensive or partial awareness 
concerning human trafficking. The results 
also revealed that 79 per cent had 
a high awareness that there was an 
anti-human trafficking law in the UAE, 
against 21 per cent who did not have 
the same level of awareness concerning 
this law.

Al Murr highlighted the goal of this 
study, which was to assess the results of 
the efforts made in the UAE to combat 
human trafficking in the past years, and 
the spread of anti-human trafficking 

MAjor General Ali Abdullah bin 
Alwan Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief 
of Ras Al Khaimah Police, underlined 
the priority of strengthening coordination 
efforts with foreign authorities, and 
offering the best development proposals 
for security work. 

He stated this during a meeting 
held with a delegation from Eimass, a 
company for e-identity management and 
security solutions. Eimass was established 

culture amongst community members. 
In particular, he said, the study was 
basically oriented towards citizens 
and residents in Dubai, to gauge their 
knowledge of this issue and the actions 
taken to curb this crime.

The survey covered 1,597 randomly 

by the Privatisation Service Group, a 
joint venture in which the UAE Ministry of 
Interior has a 70 per cent stake and the 
Morpho (Safran) group owns the other 30 
per cent stake. 

The meeting took place at the RAK 
Police Headquarters, with the presence of 
Brigadier Gamal Ahmad Al Tair, Director 
General of Resources and Support 
Services; Colonel Mohammad Abdur-
Rahman Al Ahmad, Director General 

selected individuals from various social 
strata in the UAE. The sample population 
was from three main sectors: general 
public (51 per cent); government 
departments and civil society institutions 
(18 per cent); and the private sector (31 
per cent).

of E-Services and Communications; 
and Colonel Marawan Abdulla Jakka, 
Director General of Media and Public 
Relations.

They reviewed the latest e-devices 
and activities in the field of crime-
fighting, security controlling on roads, 
and monitoring of roads and public 
places, with the aim of advancing 
the work systems and supporting the 
strategic initiatives related to RAK Police 
Headquarters (2017-2021). 

This meeting was held following a visit 
by Al Nuaimi and his delegation to the 
French capital of Paris, in order to review 
the best practices and experiments 
carried out there. This review was 
according to the policy of standard 
comparisons, the work mechanism of 
external communication, and discussing 
plans and programmes of common 
interest. 

Al Ka’abi paid inspection visit to Dibba Police dept in Fujairah

Community police start groundwork for traffic safety awareness 

Ajman Police launch ‘Our 
gardens are safest’ initiative

MAjor General Mohammed Ahmed 
bin Ghanim Al Ka’abi, Commander-in-
Chief of Fujairah Police, inspected the 
Dibba Police Department, within the 
framework of the annual department 
inspection programme for 2016.

Al Ka’abi began with the inspection 
of the military queue, then the police 
machinery and vehicles, and the 
devices used in them. After that, he 
toured the sections of the department, 
and discussed with the staff the 
significance of focusing on client 
satisfaction through the best response 
time as per accredited indicators. He 
also listened to their observations and 
proposals, and then reviewed different 

A Community Police team from Umm Al Quwain Police 
recently began work at different locations on Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Road, in order to raise traffic safety 
awareness.

This came within the initiative launched by the Ministry of 
Interior, under the theme ‘Their happiness in your safety’ to 
decrease fatalities from accidents on this road, particularly 
in the cooler months, when the road is used by a large 
number of desert-goers. The campaign aims to bring down 
the number of mishaps on five roads identified as the most 
dangerous in the country. The challenge is being addressed 

the Ajman Police General Headquarters 
launched the initiative ‘Our gardens are 
safest’, with the participation of officers 
and staff from Community Police, and 
in cooperation with the Department 
of Municipality and Planning – the 
Department of Agriculture and Gardens in 
Ajman.

The initiative was to make people 
aware of how to maintain parks and 
public gardens and strengthen their 
security. This was within the context of 
implementing the strategy adopted by the 
Ministry of Interior to reinforce public faith 
in police services.

Ali Al Nuaimi underlines increased coordination with foreign authorities

Captain Dr Mohammed bin Huzaim 
Al Suwaidi, Head of Community Police 
at Ajman Police, underlined that the 
initiative came out of the force’s attention 
to the security situation in public gardens 
and the need for engaging the people 
in maintaining a high level of security.

This initiative included a workshop, 
held by Al Suwaidi, for the staff of the 
Department of Municipality & Planning 
– the Department of Agriculture and 
Gardens in Ajman. Al Suwaidi spoke 
to the staff on handing out information 
material to garden visitors and giving 
them advice on security maintenance.

by the MoI within the government accelerators’ working team. 
Colonel Saeed Obaid bin Aran, Director of the Traffic and 

Patrol Department at UAQ Police, said that the department 
had been ready for the challenge of government accelerators 
since its very launch, and it intensified its efforts and focused 
upon Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Road to ensure the safety 
of all users. Bin Aran added that the campaign included 
diverse activities such as the distribution of awareness leaflets 
to road users and providing them with safety guidelines, 
particularly during unstable weather conditions, such as dense 
fog.

models of work procedures. 
Afterwards, he had a meeting with 

Lieutenant Colonel Saif Rashid Al 
Zahmi, Director of the Dibba Police 
Department, section heads and branch 
directors, to review the points of 
strength, opportunities for enhancement, 
and strategic indicators. 

Al Ka’abi addressed the National 
Agenda and the importance of linking that 
to the force’s strategic goals and initiatives. 
He spoke of the need to attain the federal 
government’s target, as represented in the 
UAE Programme for Excellent Government 
Performance, to cut the number of clients 
at police service centres by 80 per cent, 
by the year 2018.
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facts & figures

The percentage increase of evacuation drills executed by 

MoI’s General Command of Civil Defense, recording 1978 

in 2016 against 1245 drills in 2015. To ensure the continued 

safety of all UAE residents, the Civil Defence has launched the 

“Culture of building evacuation” campaign, which aims to equip 

institutions with emergency awareness.

59%

Two MoI police officers recently obtained PhD degrees in the 

United Kingdom. The two presented their doctoral theses to 

HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior. Colonel Dr Faisal Sultan Al 

Shu’aibi, Deputy Director General of Strategy and Performance 

Development, titled his thesis “Developing the Security 

Organisations from Strategic Management Perspective”. Whilst 

Lt Colonel Bashar Khalil Badran, Director of Human Resources 

Planning Department at MoI, worked on “The Role of Effective 

Leadership on the Stage of Strategic Development”.

2

The number of police force’s officers from different police 

GHQs and departments, who completed a training course on 

“Crisis and Disasters Management”. The course comprised 

several topics related to the crisis and disasters management, 

including crisis management planning, and types of plans and 

methods of response. A graduation ceremony was held at the 

Police Officers Training Institute, Abu Dhabi. 

11

220
The number of participants who had attended free-of-charge 

courses, including basic work and English skills training, under 

MoI’s Centers for Rehabilitation and Employment of People of 

Disabilities (MoICRED) over the past years. The drive continues 

today and came as timely reponse to President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s “Year of Giving” programme.

200,000
The number of online petition pledges targeted by “I Can 

Drive Safely” campaign. Spearheaded by the Khalifa Student 

Empowerment Program “Aqdar”, the online drive at www.

aqdardrivesafely.com aims to effect change and commit UAE 

residents and expatriates to “choose life”.

“Abu Dhabi Police seek to ensure that people in the 
emirate feel safe and secure, and have access to the 
best police services. We need to stay up to date and 
deploy the latest technologies for effective 
communication with the public.” 
Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police on the launch of Abu Dhabi Police’s smart apps, which offer 35 police services 
for the public, seven innovative services, and three employee services. These 
services are available in Arabic and English on the Abu Dhabi Police website and 
smart app for Android and iOS.

“Citizens are the forearms who contribute to the 
march of development and prosperity, and their 
dedication to giving was the evidence of their 
loyalty to this nation and its leadership. UAE felt 
proud of its cherished sons who were martyred 
while doing their humanitarian duty towards their 
Afghani brethren.”
Major General Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, on the 
martyrdom of five Emiratis, who worked for humanitarian relief operations, during a 
recent terrorist attack in Afghanistan.
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Dh15 million
ABU DHABI

newsSecurity And Safety For All

UAE nEws BUllEtIn
Police news, PeoPle, nuMbers and events

Two cars went up in flames, following a huge crash on 
the highway. Both drivers were Arab women. Trapped 
inside their flaming cars, they were luckily saved by 
Civil Defence personnel, who got them out using a 
hydraulic metal cutters.

Seeking help with treatment and rehabilitation for drug 
abuse, three Arab men surrendered to the anti-narcotics 
department in the emirate. The three had been amongst 
attendees at a police presentation during the Awafi festival, 
which showed the mock arrest of a dealer whilst selling 
drugs to addicts. Inspired by the police message that drug 
addicts who turned themselves in wouldn’t be prosecuted, 
the trio surrendered on the spot; they got enthusiastic 
applause from other spectators.

In one of the largest operations of its kind, the Abu Dhabi 
Department of Economic Development crowned an eight-month 
investigation by seizing Dh15 million worth of fake car parts. 
Thousands of fake spares were seized from an Al Ain warehouse. 
A distributor form Western Asia had been suspected of running 
this racket. The raid officers found 21 lorries loaded with fake 
parts for BMW, Porsche, Mercedes-Benz, Toyota, Volkswagen, 
Nissan, and Range Rover vehicles, besides a few other makes. 
The department’s commercial protection director said that the 
fake spares were being recalled from the businesses that had 
purchased them. 

A female motorist from a European country was 
recorded as having committed 19 traffic violations 
within one hour on Sheikh Zayed Road. The violations 
were detected by the traffic radars. The woman was 
driving a powerful vehicle, a Porsche Cayenne. Such 
a number of violations in 
such a short time was a 
first for a female driver, 
said a police officer. 
She had been 
stopped at 3am whilst 
going at speeds of 
220-240kmph. The 
motorist tried to 
extricate herself by 
saying that she was 
highly stressed.

A 22-year-old African motorist died after falling down 
from the fifth floor of a parking building, whilst still in 
his vehicle. Apparently, the vehicle overshot the low 
boundary wall of the parking lot, after he stepped on 
the accelerator by mistake instead of applying the 
brakes. The accident took place in the Al Bustan 
area. Initial investigation found no structural fault in 
the parking lot.

A gang of 20 Africans was busted, with the accused 
held responsible for four cases of armed robbery, 
looting Dh1 million of cash from armoured trucks. The 
gang members were in the UAE on visit visas. They 
carried out planned operations targeting trucks that 
delivered cash to automated teller machines and to 
cash exchange outlets. Only a part of this looted cash 
could be recovered immediately; the rest had been 
wired by the gang to their home countries. Law 
enforcement from Dubai, Ajman and Fujairah worked 
with Sharjah Police on this case.

FUJAIRAH
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5th floor
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An Arab mountain climber attempting to 
summit a peak had to be rescued when he 
got trapped in the mountains. Police 
received a call at 3.30pm and co-ordinated 
with the National Search and Rescue 
Centre. A helicopter was sent to find the 
climber; his location was discovered and 
he was flown to the hospital.
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Moi wins big 
at governMent
Excellence Award

BY Bassel souraYa

the uae ministry of interior has won six awards and 
two medals at the excellence awards, which Promote 

outstanding Performance by government institutions; 
increase awareness about the PrinciPles of excellence; and 

develoP comPetencies

T
he UAE Ministry of Interior has won six awards and two medals in the fourth 

edition of the Mohammed bin Rashid Government Excellence Award. The award 

ceremony was held under the patronage and the presence of His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 

of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, at the Emirates Palace Hotel in Abu Dhabi. The ceremony 

was organised by the Sheikh Khalifa Program for Governmental Excellence.

The award ceremony was attended by HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of Dubai Executive Council; HH Sheikh 

Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and the UAE Minister of Finance; 

HH Sheikh Ammar bin Humaid Al Nuaimi, Crown Prince of Ajman; HH Sheikh Rashid bin 

Saud bin Rashid Al Mu’alla, Crown Prince of Umm Al Qaiwain; HH Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Crown Prince of Ras Al Khaimah; HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior; HH Sheikh Dhiyab bin 

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan; and several ministers, officials and decision makers in the 

federal government.
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Race to the top
At the ceremony, HH Sheikh Mohammed 

said, “The UAE has paved its way into 

the future and has built a generation of 

innovative and excellent achievers and 

leaders who deserve to be celebrated.”

He congratulated the winners, adding, 

“We see in this ceremony a prime 

opportunity for galvanising efforts and 

channelling them to move our nation 

forward towards excellence, and to serve 

our people and maintain the UAE’s leading 

position in all sectors and at all levels.”

The Vice President then said, “Under 

the leadership of President His Highness 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the 

UAE has made great strides in its race to 

the top spot in various sectors. We believe 

that excellence is an ever evolving journey, 

one we can build through expertise and 

experiences to devise forward-looking plans 

and formulate solutions for the challenges 

that face us.” 

 

Awards for MoI
• In the ‘Leading Federal Entity’ category, 

the Ministry of Interior won in the ‘Ministries 

with More than 500 Employees’ sub-

category. Lt General HH Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, received the award.

• In the ‘Best Entity in the Field of 

Enablers’ category, granted to the entity with 

the ‘best result in the enablers’ pillar’, the 

The UAE has built a generation of 
innovative and excellent achievers 

and leaders who deserve to be 
celebrated. We believe excellence is 

an ever evolving journey.” 
– His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and 

Ruler of Dubai

award went to the MoI and was received 

by Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior.

• In the ‘Best Entity in the Field of 

Innovation’ category, granted to the entity 

with the ‘best result in the innovation pillar’, 

the award went to the MoI, which was 

represented by Major General Dr Nasser 

Lakhreibani Al Nuaimi, Secretary General of 

the Office of HH the Minister of Interior.

• In the ‘Best Entity in Services Provision’ 

category, granted to the entity with the 

best result in the main criteria (‘seven-

star services’) within the scope of the 

‘achievement of the vision pillar’, one of  the 

winners was MoI, which was represented by 

Colonel Nasser Kahdim Al Kaabi, Director 

of the Customer Happiness Department, 

Ministry of Interior.

• In the ‘Best Achievement of National 

Agenda’ category, granted to the entity/

group of entities with the best results in 

implementing the National Agenda, the MoI, 

represented by HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, 

won for its road death index.

• In the ‘Best Joint Service’ category, 

granted to the group of entities with the 

best result in assessment criteria related 

to improving a joint service, the MoI won in 

partnership with the Insurance Authority for 

the federal-level vehicle management portal 

Markabaty.ae. The award was received by 

Major General Dr Ahmed Naser Al Raisi, 

General Inspector of the Ministry of Interior, 

and Ibrahim Obaid Al Zaabi, Director 

General of the Insurance Authority. 

 

Medals for MoI
• One of The Prime Minister’s Medals 

for the Best Customer Service Employee 

went to Brigadier Ahmed Al Hamoudi, Head 

of Traffic and Licensing Services Centre, 

Fujairah Police. He won the medal as ‘Most 

Distinguished Service Centre Director’.

• One of The Prime Minister’s Medals for 

Best Technical/Technological Employee 

went to 1st Warrant Officer Halima Al 

Matroushi from the Ministry of Interior, 

Fujairah Police General Headquarters. 

She won the medal as ‘Best Administrative 

Employee’.

The two medallists said, “We will continue 

to excel, and the award has motivated us 

to make extra efforts in order to deliver the 

best.”

Driver of excellence
Leading police officials described the 

Government Excellence Award as one 

of the main drivers for consolidating the 

concepts of excellence in the institutional 

work of state entities. They stressed that 

excellence had become a strategic option 

for all ministries and government institutions 

in the UAE, thanks to the creative work 

environment provided by the visionary 

leadership.

Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far said 

that the Award programme contributed 

to developing government sector 

performance, as well as to spreading the 

culture of creativity, loyalty and excellence 

amongst employees. Al Sha’far expressed 

his appreciation for HH Sheikh Mohammed’s 

initiative to launch and support the award.

The official said that this achievement 

added to the MoI’s unbeatable record on 

the path to government excellence, and he 

emphasised that this was made possible 

by the attention and support given by HH 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed to all work teams.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the 

UAE and Rule of Dubai, launched the 

Mohammed bin Rashid Government 

Excellence Award on June 24, 2009. 

This was a part of the Sheikh Khalifa 

Government Excellence Programme, 

which was the first holistic 

government excellence programme 

at the federal level, aiming to position 

the UAE Government as one of the 

best in the world. 

About the Government 
Excellence Award

Lt General Dhahi Khalfan Tamim, Deputy 

Chairman of Police and Public Security in 

Dubai, said that the Award was a mark of 

pioneering efforts, expressing his thanks to 

Sheikh Mohammed. He also said, “It is my 

pleasure to extend my congratulations and 

regards to Lt General His Highness Sheikh 

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior, who is the 

real supporter of innovation and excellence.”

Lt General Tamim added that the MoI had 

given paramount importance to the transfer 

of knowledge and exchange of expertise; it 

created many electronic and smart systems 

geared towards customer satisfaction.

Major General Dr Nasser Lakhreibani Al 

Nuaimi stated that this achievement was 

the result of the directives and vision of HH 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed, who led excellence 

initiatives at the MoI.

Major General Dr Abdul Quddus Al 

Obaidly, Assistant Commander-in-chief of 

Dubai Police for Quality and Excellence, 

noted that national awards such as this one 

encouraged competition amongst national 

institutions, taking forward progress and 

performance.

Colonel Nasser Kahdim Al Kaabi, Director 

of the Customer Happiness Department, 

Ministry of Interior, affirmed the target to 

reach the highest levels of excellence 

through the implementation of international 

standards that corresponded with the MoI 

vision and mission. He also thanked HH 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed for his unlimited 

support.

security

The Ministry of Interior won the Best Achievement of National Agenda award for its road death index 

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai (centre); HH Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman of Dubai Executive Council (4th from the left);  HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and the UAE Minister of Finance (left-most); HH Sheikh Ammar bin Humaid Al Nuaimi, Crown Prince of Ajman (right-most); 
HH Lt General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior (2nd from the left)
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cover story

T
his is the ‘Year of Giving’ in the UAE, as announced by 

the President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi, as 2016 came to a close. It’s 

an extraordinarily powerful initiative that aims to unlock 

human potential and create a still more cohesive society in this 

multi-cultural country. 

The word “giving” normally brings to mind an act of charity: 

making a donation or volunteering, or both. Indeed, those are 

amongst the ways to give, but they’re hardly the only ways.

In the context of the UAE initiative, giving isn’t a separately 

slotted activity, to be tacked on to a self-absorbed day. After all, 

a donation made to any charity helps that cause, but the social 

benefit is minimal if that donor spends the rest of his / her time 

riding roughshod over others.

True giving is much more than occasional charity; it’s a state 

of mind, a way of life. “There are so many ways to give,” wrote 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, after 

the announcement of the initiative. Donate, volunteer, feed the 

birds, plant saplings, clean the beach… anything and everything 

helps when given in a spirit of pure generosity, in a spirit that’s not 

transactional.

As the UAE leadership has envisioned it, the attitude of giving 

should permeate society. It doesn’t even need to be a specific act 

at a specific time; it can be doing more than what’s expected in 

your job, smiling at someone, showing appreciation.

“Through my humble experience,” wrote Sheikh Mohammed, 

“I believe giving is not limited to monetary donations. Rather, 

‘giving’ is defined by the differences we make: the differences in 

someone’s life, in a society, or in a nation.”

As the ‘YeAr of GivinG’ unfolds, 999 Goes into the 
workinGs of the humAn mind to see whY we’re born 
to reAch out, whAt stifles thAt instinct, And how we 

cAn revive it

giving
the science of

BY Dipali Guha
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Empathy is an automated 
response over 
which we 
have limited 
control

FrAns dE WAAl
Primatologist

All in the 
brain

A University 

of Oxford blog titled 

‘Finding the brain’s 

generosity centre’ cited work 

done by researchers from Oxford 

and the University College London. 

The scientists looked at the part of the 

brain involved in being good to others.

“The researchers were led by Dr 

Patricia Lockwood, who explained: 

‘Prosocial behaviours are social 

behaviours that benefit other people. 

They are a fundamental aspect of human 

interactions, essential for social bonding 

and cohesion, but very little is currently 

known about how and why people do 

things to help others,’” said the blog.

Helpfulness is probably an evolutionary 

trait. Herd animal species, which includes 

Homo sapiens, can survive and thrive 

only by sticking together and being co-

operative.

In an article titled ‘We may be born 

with an urge to help’, published in 

the ‘Science’ section of the New York 

Times in November 2009, science 

reporter and author Nicholas Wade 

wrote about biologists’ attempts to map 

human nature, based on observing the 

behaviour of very young children. And 

they found some solid evidence that 

little children immediately responded to 

anything they 

saw as a call for 

help.

Wade wrote: 

“[The scientists’] 

conclusions are 

derived in part from 

testing very young children, 

and partly from comparing 

human children with those of 

chimpanzees, hoping that the differences 

will point to what is distinctively human.

“The somewhat surprising answer at 

which some biologists have arrived is 

that babies are innately sociable and 

helpful to others. Of course, every animal 

must to some extent be selfish to survive. 

But the biologists also see in humans a 

natural willingness to help.”

Quoting from the book Why 

We Cooperate, by developmental 

psychologist Michael Tomasello, the NYT 

article said: “When infants 18 months old 

see an unrelated adult whose hands are 

full and who needs assistance opening a 

door or picking up a dropped clothespin, 

they will immediately help.”

At this age, the babies haven’t 

received any significant parental training 

in being polite, but they’ve themselves 

been helped by related adults. So 

babies’ helpfulness is either completely 

innate or strongly influenced by the help 

they’ve received.

There are crowdfunding websites that allow people to start a collection drive for a 

particular cause. Also, social media users often share fundraising details for causes 

they believe in. Doing this without official permission in the UAE can mean arrest and a 

jail term.

Even when an individual thinks that they’re doing good work, in the spirit of giving, 

it’s absolutely essential to keep the laws in mind. In August 2016, the Islamic Affairs 

and Charitable Activities Department (IACAD) reminded the public that fundraising 

campaigns and activities undertaken individually could be deemed illegal, unless prior 

permission was obtained.

The warning came after an expat named Scott Richards was arrested for allegedly 

promoting on Facebook a US-based charity raising money for refugees in Afghanistan. 

He was released on bail.

Decree No. 9 of 2015, issued by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, prohibits 

collecting donations or advertising of fundraising campaigns through all forms of media 

without obtaining prior written approval from the IACAD. Violation could result in a jail 

term of two months to one year, and a fine of Dh5,000 to Dh100,000. 
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When buying the morning coffee, 

make eye contact with the server, 

smile and give them a sincere 

“thank you”. Say “thanks” frequently.

Drop by at an animal shelter, 

and ask what they need. Give 

them some supplies, even if 

you can only afford a one-off 

gift.

Talk to school 

children about any 

volunteering activities 

in which you’ve taken 

part in  the past, thus 

giving them inspiration.

Give help to people 

in any small way, 

whenever possible, 

such as helping a 

neighbour into the lift 

with their luggage.

Sign up for any community 

initiatives in areas that appeal 

to you, and help in any way you 

can, including managing social 

media updates.

Leave out a 

plate of grains 

and a bowl of water 

on your balcony 

for birds, letting 

them have a bit 

of rest, rather 

than scaring them away.

Make giving a Part of life

a warning on fundraising

Giving is good for both the person 

giving help and the person receiving 

help. It has a real and positive impact 

on one’s mind and body, leading to 

better health and a higher degree of life 

satisfaction.

Research cited in the bestseller with 

the extremely long title, Why Good 

Things Happen to Good People: How 

to Live a Longer, Healthier, Happier Life 

by the Simple Act of Giving, includes 

a long-term study that tracked people 

who were givers during their high school 

years; they mostly had better physical 

and mental health throughout their lives 

compared with their peers. 

In other research, it has been found 

that giving any kind of help regularly, 

even in small ways, makes the givers 

quite happy. 

what is the 
‘helPer’s high’?

Another book on a similar subject, 

titled The Age of Empathy, was written 

by Frans de Waal, a noted primatologist 

who studied the co-operative side of 

primate behaviour. De Waal wrote: “We’re 

pre-programmed to reach out. Empathy 

is an automated response over which we 

have limited control.” The people who 

absolutely couldn’t feel empathy were 

psychopaths, he added.

Sharing emotions
The UAE initiative aims to unlock this 

empathetic, kind, helpful behaviour that 

we’re born to display, but which perhaps 

gets buried – or partly buried – under 

social stresses.

A study published in January 2015 by 

researchers from McGill University, Canada, 

said that people felt emotions more keenly 

when in the company of someone they 

knew. Empathy levels dropped when 

people experienced social stress in the 

company of strangers; but it was also 

possible to bring people together and 

move them from “stranger zone” to “friend 

zone” through a shared experience.

And empathy is the first step towards 

giving. It’s “the ability to share other 

people’s emotion”, as a Psychology 

Today blog put it. When we offer a 

sincere “thank you” to the person at the 

supermarket checkout counter, it makes 

them happy; we can sense it right away, 

and in turn, we feel happy as well. When 

we see a blind person facing difficulty 

with crossing a busy road, we sense that 

helplessness and frustration, and step 

forward to help.

How to heighten our sense of empathy 

so that we can be more giving? In a 

blog titled ‘Give your empathy a boost’, 

published on Psychologytoday.com, 

workplace behavioural scientist Marcia 

Reynolds assessed why people might 

be less empathetic now than they were 

before. Information overload appeared 

cover story
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The author of Give and Take and Wharton management 

professor Adam Grant classifies people in three categories: 

givers, who’re always ready to help without expecting much in 

return; takers, who treat every interaction as a way to benefit 

mainly themselves; and matchers, who believe in balancing 

what they give with what they receive.

Givers get theirs fingers burnt occasionally by unscrupulous 

takers; but they’re frequently helped by matchers, who believe 

in fairness. “Oftentimes, givers put themselves at risk in the short 

run. But in the long run, they end up building the kind of social 

capital that’s really important for success in a very connected 

world,” said Grant in an interview on the Wharton website.

How to remain a giver without being taken advantage of? 

Grant said, “A lot of it comes down to setting boundaries. Many 

givers confuse being helpful or being generous with being 

Givers, takers, matchers
available for every person and every request all the time. There 

are other givers who confuse being generous with empathising 

and dropping everything that you’re doing to help others.” 

He proposed something called “the five-minute favour” to 

protect a giver’s own interests. “One of my favourite concepts 

that I came across when doing the background research for 

the book is what’s called the five-minute favour,” said Grant. 

“Instead of just helping everyone all the time, [ask], ‘Can I offer 

something of unique value to this other person that will take me 

five minutes or less?’ It’s basically about finding high benefit to 

others, but low cost to the self.”

Completely neglecting your own interests in your enthusiasm 

for giving isn’t advisable; then you’d run out of time, energy and 

any other resources. Give to yourself as well, alongside giving to 

others.

to be a major factor. “Life is so loud and 

distracting it becomes harder to sense 

what is going on around us. The less we 

are aware in the moment, the harder it is 

to tune into other people’s feelings and 

intentions,” Reynolds wrote.

Her tips on increasing empathy include 

learning to control the “chattering 

brain”, so that we can better hear our 

“emotional wisdom”. Even a few minutes 

of daily meditation can aid this process. 

Next, we should practise fully watching 

and listening. This can be done by 

watching people in business or social 

settings without talking much ourselves.

Whilst social stress can suppress 

our instinctive empathy, by training 

ourselves to become more empathetic, 

we can remove some of that stress. 

If enough number of people do this, 

the degree of social stress can be 

significantly lowered, making for a more 

peaceful, rejuvenated and genuinely 

connected society.

24 999 Security and Safety for all FEBRUARY 2017

The less we are aware in 
the moment, the harder it 
is to tune 
into other 
people’s 
feelings

MArciA rEynolds
Behavioural scientist

life is so loud and 
distracting it becomes 
harder to sense what 
is going on around us

cover story
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raise your

BY siBani paul

munificence 
quotient

this is the year of giving in the uae. Join in the 
sPirit of generosity, finding ways to helP others, 

whether you have any money to sPare or not

I
n just a few days leading up to the New Year, the UAE 

did something outstanding, in the way the UAE usually 

does. President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan announced that 2017 would be the ‘Year of Giving’ 

for the country.

The government presented a clear vision of what form 

the giving would take. There’d be three major themes: 

strengthening social responsibility in the private sector; 

promoting the spirit of volunteerism and specialised voluntary 

programmes in all segments of society; and strengthening the 

concept of serving the nation amongst the new generations. 

Better social cohesion and well-being would be the result of 

this initiative.

HH Sheikh Khalifa said, “The UAE is a country of giving and 

the Emiratis are carrying forward the humanitarian legacy of 

the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.”

Following this announcement, His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime 

Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, wrote an open letter 

to the nation. Addressing the people as “brothers and sisters”, 

he wrote: “Real giving lies in making a difference in another 

person’s life, or the life of a community, or in the journey of a 

nation. That’s the meaning of real giving which I learnt from 

Sheikh Zayed. Allah created us to do good, and, therefore, 

it should not be hard to practise it. It is not hard to make a 

difference.”

The open letter said: “Doing good is easy, and one can do so 

in numerous ways. Giving is feeding the birds, smiling at your 

neighbour, doing your job in the best way possible, being kind to 

your co-workers, being responsible and making people happy. 

Every one of us can do good in our own environs. We can all 

make a real difference right where we are. The place where we 

live can always do with some charity work. We can clean the 

beaches or the deserts. We can take care of the trees.”
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Be ‘giving’ in everything 
People often think of ‘giving’ as a time-

consuming endeavour that must be tackled 

after a day’s work. To put it another way, they 

see ‘giving’ as an add-on task in their daily 

life. That thought often becomes a hindrance 

to doing anything. But it shouldn’t be. 

The attitude of ‘giving’ should be in us 

through the day, through the year, and not 

just this year, but every year. The words in 

HH Sheikh Mohammed’s letter show how 

simply it can be done. Giving is as much 

a state of mind as a certain action, and it 

ought to come to us naturally. If it doesn’t 

yet come naturally, we can work on making 

that happen.

In the words of the British playwright Tom 

Stoppard, generosity is taking the emotion 

that we have for our nearest ones and 

applying it to everyone, everywhere. He 

said, “Obviously, you would give your life for 

your children, or give them the last biscuit 

on the plate. But to me, the trick in life is to 

take that sense of generosity between kin, 

[and] make it apply to the extended family 

and to your neighbour, your village and 

beyond.”

Generosity means making a difference 

in any small way – it could be as small as 

smiling at the server who hands you the 

morning latte and saying ‘thanks’ to him or 

her, instead of treating that person like a 

service machine.

The idea of ‘giving’ extends to all life 

forms. You could leave a bowl of water and 

a plate of grains out for the birds, or foster 

an abandoned pet, or help out at an animal 

shelter.

only say yes to the things 
you’re willing to do joyfully; 
don’t say yes 
because 
you want 
something 
in return

MAriE ForlEo
Writer and entrepreneur

Jayden Hooker gives out hugs and donuts  

to police officers, telling how he appreciates 

what they do to keep people safe

Selfless seven-year-old Katrina Dewar 

generously donating 10 sections of her blond 

locks to make a wig for little girls with cancer

Aaditya Singh, who donates all cash prizes 

that he gets to charity, receives the Sheikh 

Hamdan Award for Academic Excellence

In a blog titled ‘Giving: The Best Gift of 

All’, posted on the online resource The 

Center for Parenting Education, certified 

parenting educator Deb Cohen listed a few 

tips for raising generous children. 

Teach sharing: Dividing up toys or 

food with another tot can help very young 

children grasp the meaning of generosity 

early in life.

Model generosity: Children imitate 

parents, so keep in mind that your children 

are learning from your behaviour. Show 

them your acts of giving, so that they do the 

same.

Talk about feelings: Aside from letting 

children see acts of kindness, let them 

know how good it feels to be doing those 

things, to be making a difference in other 

people’s lives.

Do it together: Make children your 

partners in giving, when you donate clothes 

or household items, or when you help a 

friend, or volunteer at a community clean-up 

project.

Praise the giving impulse: When you 

see your children being generous, make 

it a point to praise them, and help them 

articulate their positive feelings.

Create opportunities: Introduce ideas 

and seize situations that allow your children 

to give something, in some way, including 

paying a visit to an elderly neighbour who 

needs company or choosing a charity to 

which they can contribute, as per their 

interests.

Share your stories: Tell them about the 

times of your life when you did something 

kind and helpful, either in an abstract way 

or a tangible way.

Be generous with children: Giving starts 

at home, so give your children more of your 

time, offer them praise and kind words, and 

do a few nice things for them. Don’t buy 

them a bunch of expensive gifts, but bring a 

small toy that they weren’t expecting.

Be patient: All children aren’t naturally 

givers; some may be unwilling to share 

their toys or money or help others. These 

children need to be taught to be generous, 

not through heavy-handed methods, but 

through patience and good examples. 

Source: This text is the edited version of a blog 
on http://centerforparentingeducation.org

Nurture giving in 
your family
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Arabic coffee is officially “a symbol of generosity”, as per the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco). Spanning the United Arab 

Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Qatar, the Arabic coffee culture – meaning the ritual 

of serving it to guests – is on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

of Humanity. It’s a fairly elaborate process, starting with the selection of the coffee beans; 

traditionally, the coffee is prepared in front of the guests. The oldest guest is served first 

– similar to many Asian cultures – and the precise measure of coffee is one quarter of 

the cup.

Unesco says: “Arabic coffee is made and enjoyed by men and women from all 

segments of society, particularly in the home. The sheikhs and heads of tribes who serve 

Arabic coffee in their meeting spaces, elderly Bedouin men and women and owners of 

coffee trading shops are considered the main bearers. Knowledge and traditions are 

passed on within the family through observation and practice. Young family members 

also accompany their elders to the market to learn how to select the best coffee beans.”

Did you know? 
Raise children to be givers 

Some of the most astonishing acts of 

giving come from children. Like the young 

American boy from Houston who saved all 

his pocket money for one year and then 

used the savings, about $120 (Dh440) to 

make meals for the homeless people in 

his area. Or like five-year-old Jayden, a 

kindergarten student in Charlotte, North 

Carolina, who gave ‘free hugs’ to local 

police officers in September 2016, 

after he heard that several officers 

were injured when dealing with 

angry demonstrators.

In the UAE, seven-year-old 

Dubai resident Katrina Dewar 

cut off her long blonde locks 

and donated the hair to the 

Little Princess Trust, a charity 

that provides real-hair wigs to 

children in the UK and Ireland who’ve lost 

their own hair because of cancer treatment. 

“I wanted to cut my hair off to give to a girl 

that doesn’t have any for Christmas,” she 

said, whilst donating in December 2014.

In August 2016, we read about 12-year-

old Aaditya Singh from Sharjah, who was 

in the habit of donating all cash prizes that 

he got. A recipient of the Shaikh Hamdan 

Award for Academic Excellence, Aaditya 

gave away some Dh20,000 in cash for 

earthquake relief in Nepal and to a breast 

cancer patient. He also gifted two air tickets 

he won during a contest to a patient, so that 

she could fly home for treatment.

So, from hair to hugs, a few dollars to 

thousands of dirhams, children are capable 

of giving everything. The greatest gift 

we can give to the world is to encourage 

this natural trait. As political activist Emma 

Goldman said, “No one has yet realised 

the wealth of sympathy, the kindness and 

generosity hidden in the soul of a child. 

The effort of every true education should 

be to unlock that treasure.”

Give without wanting to get
Helping out isn’t as rare as we think it 

is – most of us would help out a colleague, 

or a neighbour, or even a total stranger in 

need. But we do seek something in return. 

From the colleague or neighbour, we may 

seek a return of the favour we’ve done to 

them. From the stranger, we may expect 

an expression of gratitude. If there are no 

returns, we feel deflated, and become wary 

of giving anything the next time.

Few amongst us have escaped the 

feeling of being taken for granted when 

we’ve bought gifts or run some errands 

for relatives and then got indifference or 

bad behaviour in return. Such experiences 

make one suppress one’s innate inclination 

to give, to help. 

There’s a way to remain a giver without 

feeling ignored. To put it in a nutshell: don’t 

give to get; give only to give. In one of the 

episodes of Marie TV, a YouTube channel 

that she runs, writer and entrepreneur 

Marie Forleo advised a subscriber on how 

not to feel like a doormat. She suggested, 

“Only say yes to the things you’re willing to 

do joyfully; don’t say yes because you want 

something in return, including gratitude, 

or kudos, or appreciation. Once you say 

yes to something, don’t victimise yourself 

when it comes time to do it – either do it 

passionately, like it was your idea in the 

first place, or don’t do it at all.” 

Meaning, you shouldn’t give because 

you feel somewhat compelled to do so. 

Give in a joyful spirit and then walk away 

happy, whether you’re thanked or not.
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Let’s share aLL that we can
Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training 

Ltd, an international consultancy firm
The ‘Year of Giving’ initiative takes us out of our self-absorbed shell, 
putting the power in our hands to build a caring community

T
he gift that keeps on giving.’ That is the United Arab 

Emirates. A gift from heaven, this caring nation, 

through the compassion and wisdom of its rulers, has 

declared 2017 the ‘Year of Giving.

“Choosing 2017 to be the Year of Giving reflects the UAE’s 

humanitarian approach since its establishment,” said the 

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 

“The UAE is a country of goodness, and Emiratis are carrying 

forward the humanitarian legacy of the late Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan, father of the nation.” 

There will be three main themes: strengthening social 

responsibility in the private sector; 

promoting a spirit of volunteering; and 

strengthening the concept of serving 

the nation in new generations of 

Emiratis and expatriates.

Isn’t it wonderful that expatriates are 

specifically included? In these days, when 

we constantly read and hear of migrant 

crises all over the world, here’s a country 

that welcomes expatriates to be happily 

integrated into the very fabric of society. 

Reportedly, a series of initiatives will target the private 

sector to “create a sense of community responsibility”, whilst 

a number of specialised volunteer programmes will be set up 

to help social development.

This concept is so crucial in promoting ownership within 

the community, uniting Emiratis and expats towards a 

common goal; a concept that will ultimately fulfil the vision 

and mission of making our nation the safest and happiest 

place in the world.

We were always told (perhaps initially by our parents) that 

it’s better to give than to receive. But hey! Try telling that to 

my kids! Nowadays, many of us dwell our thoughts on 

material things. Whereas we should love to give, to make 

others happy, to ease their burden, it seems that modern 

society is self-absorbed. 

Whereas we should love 
to give, to make others 
happy, to ease their 
burden, it seems that 
modern society is self-
absorbed

Maybe we gave our kids too much, too easily, whereas we 

older ones were just glad to have little from our parents 

could afford. Maybe it’s the age of the credit card – enjoy 

now, pay tomorrow. Who knows? The fact is that many of us 

could do with taking a long hard look at ourselves, what we 

have and what we could share.

Because the bounty of the world is so diverse, because 

there are so many haves and have-nots, we talk of “the 

science of giving” and a vaguely scientific term comes to 

mind – “helper’s high”.

Psychologists have identified a typical state of euphoria 

reported by those engaged in 

charitable activity. They call it 

“helper’s high” and it’s based on the 

theory that giving produces 

endorphins in the brain that provide a 

mild version of a morphine high! Did 

you ever wonder why Bill Gates looks 

so happy?

Here, my friends, is an extraordinary 

opportunity to get high. Help your 

family, help your friends, and help 

your neighbours – and by the term “neighbours”, let’s 

include everyone in our community.

As a family man, I believe that family life teaches us the 

lessons we really need. My parents worked hard to provide 

for me and my siblings. When we left home, my parents had 

little left in material terms, but they had built a fortress of 

love, one to which we kept returning, to share and to 

contribute to. Yes, finally we kids began giving. And so it 

goes on, from one generation to another. 

So, I say, let’s all help to build a caring, sharing community. 

One that cares for the environment, one that recognises 

equal opportunities for all, one that strives to fulfil the vision 

of our wise and benevolent rulers. Let’s keep on giving, and 

put receiving to one side, and truly celebrate the ‘Year of 

Giving’. 

coluMn

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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living in the uae, 

Y
et another end of school term is just round the corner – 

you’d expect that the expatriate populations in the UAE 

would visit their own countries like homing pigeons. 

However, it’s more than likely that many expats, instead of 

flying out themselves, would invite their family members to come and 

enjoy the balmy weather that lasts in this country till about mid-April. 

Indeed, with new attractions opening in the country every year, 

staycations are becoming popular amongst expats. In the past few 

years, Abu Dhabi has gone into top gear promoting itself as the 

perfect family holiday destination, alongside attracting companies 

looking to organise their off-sites at a place that’s close by and 

interesting. Dubai, meanwhile, has now stretched its popular winter 

visit season, following up its famed shopping festival with an emirate-

wide food festival. 

The other emirates have also woken up to the power of the 

‘incoming’ dollar, and have begun advertising their distinctive charms. 

Those who had the foresight to seize this opportunity early have 

reaped substantial benefits. The size of the country makes it possible 

for visitors to drive around different emirates, taking in what each has 

to offer.

Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

exploring the UAE
One Of the mOst impOrtant segments Of travellers in 
the cOuntry are the peOple whO already reside here. 
when expats invite family and friends Over, and then 
travel arOund the emirates in a grOup, it’s a win-win 

situatiOn fOr everyOne

BY nusrat Khalil Jamali
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Speaking to 999, Ferghal Purcell, General 

Manager of The Ajman Palace Hotel, said, 

“With a large expatriate population here, 

we’ve always had visiting friends and family 

as an important segment of our business. 

When families and friends visit, they 

naturally like to discover and experience the 

local attractions. Often guests are booked 

into hotels or at least take weekends to 

enjoy their time. This trend continues to 

grow because the UAE is a very dynamic 

destination, with multitudes of exciting 

attractions being added every year. In the 

past few months alone, we’ve seen iconic 

developments taking shape, such as The 

Dubai Opera, which makes us unique.”

al Zeina beach, abu dhabi

the much-famed sheikh Zayed Mosque at dusk

a walkway overlooking the aldar headquarters building in 
abu dhabi

tourists visiting the sheikh Zayed Mosque

sunset view on abu dhabi downtown 

crowd of spectators waiting for fountain show at dubai Mall

AnAndA shAkEspEArE 
Registered tourist guide in the UAE

My clients generally 
dream of visiting the 
capital city. Most of 
them want to visit the 
famed 
sheikh 
Zayed 
Mosque

Ananda Shakespeare, a registered 

tourist guide for Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, 

Ajman and Ras Al Khaimah, said, “My 

clients generally dream of visiting the 

capital city. Most of them want to visit the 

famed Sheikh Zayed Mosque.” She added 

that, “They know about the amazing things 

that exist in the UAE, like world’s tallest 

building Burj Khalifa, and stunning hotels 

like Atlantis the Palm, Burj Al Arab, etc.” 

One has to add Emirates Palace in Abu 

Dhabi to that list – the hotel gets plenty 

of day visitors who come to gawp at this 

golden fortress and take the 45-minute 

guided tour (for Dh100 a head). The 

hotel serves as a venue for high-profile 

international concerts, and its gold ATM 

was the talk of the whole world when it was 

installed in May 2010.

Tourist inflows in high momentum
With its efforts in boosting the non-oil 

segment of its economy, which is the 

tourism sector, the UAE has now been 

touted as one amongst the world’s most 

sought-after tourist destination.

A look at Dubai’s top 20 tourist 

nationalities, in example, reveals that the 

first 10 months of 2016 saw a double-digit 

surge in visitors from the Philippines, 

Pakistan, China, Oman and India. Total 

international guests to Dubai touched 12 

million in the first 10 months of 2016 against 

11.7 million in same period of the previous 

year. 

Recording 19 per cent growth to 

311,000 visitors against 262,000 in the 

corresponding period of 2015, Dubai 

recorded the highest spurt in visitors from 

the Philippines. Experts say that this can 

be a spillover of the rise in employment 

amongst Filipino expats in the UAE.

Next in rank of the most number of 

tourists who came to Dubai are from 

Pakistan, which has posted a 16 per cent 

jump in tourist arrivals to 489,000 visitors in 

the first 10 months of 2016 against 421,000 

visitors during the same period of 2015. 

Meanwhile, Chinese visitors also 

registered a growth of 13 per cent, from 

379,000 to 428,000. It may be noted 

that Chinese visitors were allowed visa 

on arrival in September 2016. Oman too 

registered a double-digit jump of 12 per 

cent, from 830,000 visitors to 926,000. 

India, the largest expat community in the 

UAE, recorded an 11 per cent jump in visitors 

from 1,269,000 to 1,406,000. Total inbound 

visitors in 2015 touched 1,601,000 visitors. 

Safety first
One of the main reasons for expats 

happily inviting their friends and family to 

the UAE during holidays is the high level of 

safety here.

Shabbir Ghori, a visitor from Pakistan, 

came to the UAE and went straight to 

the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque. He 

shared his experience with 999, saying, 

“I was enjoying the rounds of the different 

sections of the mosque, and also capturing 

the amazing works of art with my camera. 

Just then, it was the time of Asr prayers. I 

offered my prayers and then went out to 

see other sections of the mosque. I had 

forgotten my video camera in the prayer 

hall – I noticed this only after about 45 

minutes. 

“I rushed back to the prayer hall and 

found that my camera was at the same 

place where I left it; nobody had touched 

it. The UAE is really a safe country where 

everybody’s life, property and valuables 

are safe.”

The outlook of this country means that 

most visitors are free to be themselves as 

long as they conduct themselves with a 

degree of restraint and respect for others. 

Expats, who form nearly 80 per cent of 

the country’s population of 10 million, are 

committed to their life here, and like to 

show off their second home to visiting 

compatriots.

An abundance of child-friendly spaces, 

where even quite young children can be 

safely left to entertain themselves, means a 

big relief for parents who need a little rest 

and relaxation during their travels.

Future meets past  
The emirate of Abu Dhabi – it includes 

the capital city, the second major city 

Al Ain, and the Western Region – has 

witnessed an increased figure of guest 

arrivals during 2016. The Abu Dhabi 

International Airport received close to 1.9 

million passengers in November 2016, a 

4.4 per cent month-on-month increase from 

the year before.

The emirate’s Tourism and Culture 

Authority (TCA Abu Dhabi) has played a key 

role in attracting visitors from around the 

world, highlighting the fact that the emirate 

has everything from the ultra-modern 

Ferrari World in Abu Dhabi city to the 

historically important Al Jahili Fort in Al Ain. 

The emirate engages its trade partners, 

including travel agents, in promoting its 

culture and heritage internationally. 

The Abu Dhabi Convention Bureau, a 

division of the TCA, also made significant 

strides in attracting business to the 

emirate in the past year. In total, the 

Bureau successfully applied to host 14 

conferences, which are expected to bring 

more than 35,000 delegates.

Saif Saeed Ghobash, Director General, 

TCA Abu Dhabi, said, “The year 2016 

was a record-breaking one for the Abu 

Dhabi Convention Bureau, with the largest 

number of conference wins to date. These 

conferences have a highly beneficial 

economic impact on Abu Dhabi, bringing 

millions of dirhams of business into the 

emirate.”

Visitors marvel at the beauty of the 

highest peak Jebel Hafeet; experience 

an amazing rush on the world’s fastest 

roller-coaster in the largest indoor theme 

park; discover the awe-inspiring Sheikh 

Zayed Grand Mosque, the world’s largest 

masjid and a symbol of the world’s best 

architecture and art. The mosque can 

accommodate 40,000 worshipers, and 

features 82 domes, over 1,000 columns, 

24-carat gold-plated chandeliers and the 

world’s largest hand-knotted carpet.

For visitors from Western countries, it’s a 

rich experience to become acquainted with 

Islamic norms and practices in a safe and 

welcoming environment.
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1,406 1,365

11% 4% 4% 12% 16% 19% 13% -2% -2% 8%

1,014 926 489
2016

change

tourist nuMbers (‘000) for the Period jan-oct

2015
311 428 481 358 177

sAiF sAEEd GhobAsh
Director General, TCA Abu Dhabi

The year 2016 was a 
record-breaking one 
for the Abu dhabi 
convention bureau, with 
the largest 
number of 
conference 
wins to 
date

society

source: dubai tourism
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Diversified holiday
As for what the UAE means as a tourist 

destination to someone from abroad, 

HMH (Hospitality Management Holdings) 

CEO Laurent A. Voivenel told 999 that this 

country “offers a fabulous mix of diversified 

attractions. So whether you’re seeking a 

scenic sun-sea-and-beach break, or a fun-

filled holiday with exciting shopping and 

entertainment, or a slice of culture, the UAE 

has got it all.” 

Therefore, for expats, inviting people 

over and travelling around the emirates in 

a group brings a sense of escape without 

going far from home. “It’s not just about 

where you go on vacation that matters, but 

whether you’re able to relax and unwind. 

Long-haul holidays are expensive and 

can be stressful, especially if it’s to get 

away for only a few days,” said Voivenel. 

“Staycations are great for hotels and an 

important segment of our business, be it 

for rooms or dining and leisure venues. A 

lot of bookings come last-minute, which is 

Always something new
Dubai, the second biggest city of the 

UAE, is on every visitor’s wishlist. Expats 

who’re are in a position to invite friends 

and family to visit here are treated with 

admiration. The city is not just lavish, but 

also extremely dynamic, always giving 

the impression that something big will be 

unveiled soon. At the same time, it offers 

many simple pleasures, such as an abra 

ride down the creek.

Even for the resident expats themselves, 

Dubai keeps coming up with something 

new. “Very recently, Dubai has opened 

a marvellous theme park – Legoland 

and Riverland – which is attracting large 

crowds. This park offers unbelievable 

entertainment,” said Maysa Raquino, a 

Filipina expat who recently brought her 

family in the city all the way from the 

Philippines. “Besides all this, Global Village 

is Dubai’s regular yearly feature that 

also attracts visitors. My family regularly 

visits here, and every time, they find 

new things. They, like other visitors, take 

the opportunity to visit nearby countries 

including Oman, India, Thailand and many 

others once they’re here, because they 

find it very easy to travel to these countries 

from the UAE,” added Raquino.

fantastic when there’s availability.”

A staycation is definitely cost-effective 

for the expats themselves. If they’re playing 

host to visiting family members, then they 

don’t need to spend on airfare and tons of 

gifts for the people back home.

Then again, some of these relatives 

and friends come with a business agenda 

– the UAE promotes ease of business, 

and visitors are often curious about 

whether there’s any opportunity of setting 

something up. This isn’t possible to do in 

other countries.

From every possible angle, holidaying 

around the UAE with visiting friends and 

family is a win-win situation for 

expats. And the country is 

rolling out the red carpet for 

one of its most important 

traveller segments: 

the residents 

themselves. 

lAUrEnT A. VoiVEnEl 
Hospitality Management Holdings CEO 

Whether you’re seeking 
a scenic sun-sea-and-
beach break, or a 
fun-filled holiday with 
exciting shopping and 
entertainment, or a slice 
of culture, 
the UAE 
has got it 
all

society

The timeshare industry in Dubai is expected grow 

by 50 per cent in 2017 driven by millions of tourists to 

the three theme parks that have recently opened in the 

emirate, according to Arabian Falcon Holidays (AFH).

These theme parks are Motiongate, a Hollywood 

inspired theme park concept based on major 

DreamWorks Animation and Sony Pictures movies; 

Legoland Dubai, the first Legoland theme park and 

Bollywood Parks, an entertainment destination 

showcasing the Bollywood movie experience.

“The timeshare market will grow exponentially 

in 2017, surpassing the growth rates of 15 to 20 

per cent per year, and heralding a new era with an 

annual growth rate of 50 per cent, primarily driven 

by tourists visiting these theme parks,” Mohannad 

Sharafuddin, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 

Arabian Falcon Holidays.

Theme parks to propel 50% growth in UAE’s vacation holiday market
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finance

LET THIS ALSO BE THE YEAR OF 

BY Dipali Guha

in the ‘year of giving’, alongside doing good to others, 
uae exPats could do some good to their own bank balance as 

well, adding zeroes with little effort

T
here must be strong reasons for an individual to leave 

their own country and drop anchor at a place with a 

markedly different atmosphere. What binds this UAE’s 

diverse expat groups together is a set of common goals: 

cultural exposure; new professional opportunities; and financial 

betterment.

This last aspect of expatriate life comes to the fore in the 

UAE. This country has been a magnet for some 200 nationalities 

because of a very simple but strong perception: hard work will be 

rewarded; and the reward will come in the form of hard cash.

Money figures in a big way in all expat dreams involving the 

UAE. Just about everyone looks forward to the tax-free income, 

hoping to save enough to eventually return home significantly 

better-off than they would’ve been in their native countries. Given 

this ambition, it may be surprising that reports surface every so 

often about expats not saving enough. 

In early 2016, the investment planning company Guardian 

Wealth Management released a survey of Gulf residents’ saving 

habits, featuring about 3,000 respondents. According to the 

survey, UAE expats earning Dh10,000-Dh30,000 a month had 

little or no savings, because of both the high cost of living and 

expensive lifestyles. In the income bracket of Dh40,000-Dh60,000 

a month, about 75 per cent of the respondents put less than 20 

per cent into a retirement fund; and about 20 per cent put less 

than 10 per cent into such a fund.

If at this income level, expats can’t save more than 20 per cent, 

then they need to really polish that New Year’s resolution to “save 

more this year”. Indeed, expats at any income level can save, if 

they have the will to do so. 

#Save first, spend later
The first thing that someone with saving ambitions should do is 

to remember that adage: “Cut your coat according to your cloth.” 

To make it still clearer, here’s what Mr Micawber from Charles 

Dickens’ David Copperfield had to say about managing money and 

peace of mind: “Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure 

nineteen [pounds] nineteen [shillings] and six [pence], result 

happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure 

twenty pounds ought and six, result misery.”

How to stay within your UAE salary equivalent of Mr Micawber’s 

twenty pounds? Not only that, how to make the money go further? 

Like many of the most beautiful solutions in life, this one is also 

utterly simple. It goes: “Save first, spend later.”

#saving
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Apps that guard 
your savings

Mint
Keeps track of financial 

activity from several accounts, 

records and classifies 

transactions. It even makes 

a budget based on your 

spending patterns. The app 

is password-protected and 

in case the phone is lost, the 

Mint website can deactivate access to the app 

from the phone. Available for: iOS and Android

BillTracker
This app created by SnapTap 

is passcode-protected, it 

organises due dates and 

amount totals, and gives you 

notifications for due dates. 

No worries about missing a 

due date and being fined. 

Available for: iOS

Goodbudget
Envelope budgeting, 

the sort in which 

people used to put 

money in envelopes 

for different needs, 

has been recreated 

by this app. You can set a budget for each category 

of spending, and spend until the envelope balance 

falls low or is zero. Available for: iOS, Android

DebtTracker Pro
This app helps you put 

together a debt payoff plan. 

It recommends payment 

strategies and sends reminders 

when payments are due. There 

is a motivating visual reminder 

of how close the user is to the 

goal. Available for: iOS

Wally
Users can fill in details of 

purchases and income 

and the app keeps track 

of everything on a graphic 

interface. Available for: 

iOS, Android

Keren Bobker, Dubai-based financial 

adviser and columnist, who runs the 

website Financialuae.me, said in her 

blog on financial planning in the UAE 

that there were seven types of financial 

personalities: the investor; the bargain-

hunter; the planner; the minimalist; the 

giver; the procrastinator; the hybrid. The 

last personality is one that’s a mix of the 

others, behaving differently in different 

situations.

“Depending on which category you 

fall into, you will probably see others are 

either good or bad, but the important 

thing is to have a financial identity,” she 

wrote. “Once you identify how you think 

and operate, it is easier to establish 

your real priorities and know how to 

manage them. It may be that you and 

your spouse have different styles, but 

understanding that should ease any 

tension, let you each take on the tasks 

that you do best, and allow you to work 

together to achieve your goals.

“A good financial adviser will talk with 

you not only to establish what you want 

to achieve, but also how to do so, taking 

into account [which plan] best suits you 

and your personality. There is not a one-

size-fits-all solution, but rather a tailored 

approach based on you as an individual.”

once you identify how you 
think and operate, it is easier 
to establish 
your real 
priorities 
and know 
how to 
manage 
them

kErEn bobkEr
Dubai-based financial adviser and columnist 

Many will say that they don’t make 

enough to save first. That’s never true. 

Even at the rock-bottom level of income, 

people can save a few dirhams if they 

really want to. As incomes go north, the 

number of dirhams saved must go up. The 

trick is in getting the saving target amount 

out of sight, i.e. moved to a different bank 

account, so that it goes out of mind and 

doesn’t tempt you. And this needs to be 

done on payday, before the impulse to 

spend on frills takes hold. 

Also, respect Mr Micawber’s policy 

and don’t spend beyond your means, i.e. 

don’t project a lavish lifestyle kept afloat 

by credit cards. Use debit cards for most 

purchases, and keep the credit card for 

emergencies.

#Save more than you want to
Like all aspiration, your savings target, 

too, needs to be slightly higher than what 

you can manage to reach easily. If saving 

20 per cent is easy, make that 25 per cent 

or even 30 per cent, at least to begin with. 

Test yourself and see if you can manage on 

70 per cent of your income, instead of the 

earlier 80 per cent; chances are, this will 

seem perfectly doable after the first couple 

of months’ minor struggle.

Set expenses like rent and school fees 

can’t be cut, but minor adjustments like 

going to this restaurant instead of that, or 

choosing a day out in the park instead of 

a day at the shopping mall can make for 

both a nice change and significant savings. 

All the members of the household could 

finance

set a daily or weekly spending limit for 

themselves, and keep track of the money 

spent through an expense organiser app 

(see box).

Patrick Dyer (name changed), a 

European resident of Abu Dhabi working in 

sales, said, “At the beginning of each year, I 

calculate my estimated monthly expenses, 

and then set a saving target for the year. 

Then, at the end of each month, I check if 

I’m on track to meet my annual target.”

#Save with milestones
It’s good to know what you’re saving 

for. That gives you enough motivation. 

Some banks – it could be a bank in the 

UAE, or a bank in your own country – now 

have a flexible recurring deposit feature. 

This is different from the normal recurring 

deposit, as the same amount doesn’t 

have to deposited every month; the 

deposit amounts can vary every month, 

and skipping a month doesn’t attract any 

penalty. This flexibility makes it easy to 

save, and the savings target keeps the 

deposit account owner motivated. Give 

your flexible recurring deposit account a 

name (e.g. ‘house purchase fund’) so that 

the goal remains clear in your mind.

Charis Rebecca Brown, Deals Editor for 

Clark.com, a consumer interest website, 

advised in her blog that goals should 

be “S.M.A.R.T. – specific, measurable, 

attainable, realistic, and time-oriented”. For 

people nervous about being able to meet 

their goal, she said that they could “chop” 

goals into “smaller pieces” and celebrate 

that new phone but can’t afford it”. 

Other easy ways to save are to cut costs 

where you barely notice it. For instance, if 

you need coffee to function – and many 

of us do – instead of dropping Dh60 or 

so every day on several cups of takeaway 

coffee, invest in a coffee-maker (for as little 

as Dh120), an insulated flask, and good 

coffee powder or beans. Make your own 

beverage and carry it to work in the flask. 

Who needs a queue?

#Save for the long term
It’s said that even the great Albert 

Einstein expressed his appreciation of that 

magical thing called compound interest. 

Could be a joke, but compound interest 

is, indeed, a marvel and a saver’s best 

friend. Even small amounts tucked away 

into a deposit account and left untouched 

for years can grow into a surprisingly 

substantial corpus.

In a media interview he gave in June 

2016, UAE-based international financial 

planner Hamzah Shalchi, Regional Manager 

of Guardian Wealth Management, came up 

with the astonishing figure of Dh1 million that 

an expat could have after just seven years 

of prudent saving. How’d this be achieved? 

Shalchi said in the interview, “Seven years is 

the average amount of time an international 

worker stays in the Middle East. If a 30-year-

old [expat] was to save Dh5,000 a month for 

seven years at 5 per cent interest, but left the 

pot to mature at 6 per cent interest until the 

age of 50 [years], he/she would have earned 

Dh1,000,000. Therefore, it is clear to see the 

benefits of saving earlier but for less time, 

using the power of compound interest.”

Since most savings accounts give way 

below 5 per cent interest, the saver will 

have to put some effort into finding the 

right investment instruments. Whilst doing 

so, it’s very important to weigh the average 

annual returns of a fund against the fixed 

fees that would be charged by the fund 

managers – make sure that the fees aren’t 

so high as to wipe out the interest gains.

And of course, after you’ve created your 

first pot of seven-year savings, there’s 

nothing to stop you from making a second 

pot over the next seven years. Call it the 

seven-year saver’s itch – in this case, the 

happiness level only goes up along with 

the zeros.
Disclaimer: This article is for informational use only
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Source: www.lifehack.org, www.forbes.com  

each time the smaller goals were met. The 

owner of the ‘house purchase fund’ could 

celebrate after every block of Dh20,000 is 

saved. Being able to celebrate a milestone 

lets us associate a feeling of happiness 

with the saving exercise, making it easier 

and easier to stick to the habit.

#Save without deprivation
The thought of budgeting scares many 

people. But as people with saving nature 

know, sticking to a spending limit isn’t to do 

with deprivation; it’s more to do with letting 

yourself feel in control. You could, for 

instance, tell yourself that you’re choosing 

not to buy the massively hyped new phone, 

because your present phone has great 

features already. That’s more empowered 

than going all needy and thinking, “I must 

have that expensive new phone” or “I want 

hAMZAh shAlchi
Regional Manager of Guardian Wealth 

Management

if a 30-year-old expat was to 
save dh5,000 a month for 
seven years at 5 per cent 
interest, but left the pot to 
mature at 6 per cent interest 
until the age 
of 50 [years], 
he/she would 
have earned 
dh1,000,000

Find the right saving 
plan for yourself
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navigate your 
way to success

BY shuchita Kapur

locAl knowledGe, soft skills, And experience in the riGht 
industries cAn brinG rich rewArds for uAe job-seekers. 

emploYment experts tell 999 whAt mAtters

I
t’s age-old wisdom: the harder you 

work to get the most difficult degrees, 

the better paying jobs will land in your 

kitty. 

This must be true, because those who 

burned the midnight oil to get their hands 

on top-notch degrees in economics, 

applied mathematics or an MBA from a 

reputable business school are those who 

occupy high positions in companies across 

the world.

Higher degrees from world-class 

institutions are immensely valued, but it’s 

not your only ticket to a well-paying job. 

If you can earn a degree alongside your 

present career, that’s great, but it’s not 

necessary to take a sabbatical from work in 

order to get a Master’s or a PhD. Because 

there are several professional fields where 

a range of skills matters as much – or more 

– than a weighty degree.

According to Hasnain Qazi, Gulf Region 

Head, Huxley Banking & Financial Services, 

“A degree in the GCC is usually important 

for securing the right type of employment 

visa, and in some industries, it’s a must 

in engineering/science-based industries. 

However, many fields are littered with 

examples of well-paid professionals with 

strong previous industry experience and 

professional certifications, if not a university 

degree.”

Local knowledge
Qazi strongly believes that knowledge 

and experience of the local market are 

high on the list of skills that employers 

look for. His top 10 skills that can help a 

candidate land a good job in the UAE are:

1. GCC experience

2. Arabic speaking

3. International experience

4. Expertise in a certain industry/niche (i.e. 

compliance in banking)

5. Job loyalty & stability (not too many 

hAsnAin QAZi
Gulf Region Head, Huxley Banking & 

Financial Services

Many fields are littered 
with examples of well-paid 
professionals with strong 
previous industry experience and 
professional 
certifications, 
if not a 
university 
degree

frequent job moves)

6. Experience of working with well-known 

brands

7. Multilingual

8. Ability to build rapport with clients, 

stakeholders and team players

9. A strong perspective

10. Diplomacy and conflict resolution

CAREER TALK:
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Soft skills
Suhail Masri, Vice-President of Employer 

Solutions at the job search portal Bayt.com, 

believes there are certain skill sets that 

can put employees on the path to a high-

paying job in the country.

“There are many skills that rank as the 

most sought after in a candidate across all 

industries, positions, and experience levels. 

As seen in our job index, which surveyed 

employers in the region, the most wanted 

soft skill is, and has been for a few years, 

good communication skills in Arabic as 

well as English, as per nearly two-thirds of 

respondents. Following communication, 

leadership skills are sought after by 39 

per cent of respondents, cooperation and 

team-related skills by 39 per cent, and 

ability to work under pressure by 38 per 

cent of respondents,” Masri told 999. 

He believes that the demand for the 

above-mentioned skills remain generally 

true across locations and industries, even 

though certain locations might have a 

different focus.

 

Changing trends
Today, weight is given to candidates who 

are based in the UAE. “Being a present 

resident in the UAE is valued by 43 per 

cent of respondents who plan to hire,” 

Masri said.

If you’re based in the country or in the 

GCC, employers are likely to choose you 

over a candidate with no relevant local 

and regional experience. Picking a local 

hire not only reduces hiring costs, but 

such employers think that such a person is 

immediately available and will possibly be 

committed to the UAE for longer period of 

time.

In fact, this country is now amongst the 

top work destinations for professionals; 

they prefer to come here rather than 

companies needing to chase them. 

Global ranking
Expats recognised the UAE as the 4th 

best destination globally for an international 

career in 2016. According to new data 

released by HSBC’s annual Expat Explorer 

Survey, the country climbed up from 6th 

place in 2015 as one of the places expats 

In its ninth edition, ‘HSBC Expat Explorer: 

Achieving Ambitions Abroad’ examined the 

responses of nearly 27,000 expats from 

across the world, and 3,092 in the UAE, to 

assess their views on their careers in their 

host countries. In particular, the new data 

collate the views of people towards their host 

countries across eight categories: chances 

to acquire new skills; work-life balance; work 

culture; career progression; fulfilling work; 

benefits packages; and earnings prospects. 

The UAE improved across all eight indicators 

in comparison to the views of expats in 2015, 

indicating the continually improving work 

environment in the country.

Better earnings
Amongst the primary reasons expats 

picked the UAE as one of the top 

international career destinations were its 

earnings prospects, ranked 3rd, and the 

benefits packages offered by employers, 

ranked 5th. Income is an area that the UAE 

is consistently recognised for, with average 

salaries here being 14 per cent higher than 

the global average. 

Nearly two-thirds of expats in the UAE, 

or 65 per cent, said that they earned 

more than in their home country, with only 

Switzerland (75 per cent) and Qatar (66 per 

cent) having a higher proportion of expats 

that expressed a similar opinion.

Closely linked to this area, are the 

positive attitudes expressed towards the 

benefits packages offered by employers in 

the country. In fact, according to the survey, 

over 9 in 10 expats (91 percent) living in the 

Middle East receive at least one benefit 

as part of their contracts, compared to 

the global average of 67 percent. In the 

UAE, for instance, 56 percent of expats 

said they receive an accommodation 

allowance and 75 percent receive health 

benefits.

Applying correctly
The UAE job market has evolved 

over the past five years, believes 

Qazi. “As would be expected in an 

emerging market, the economy has 

grown annually in the past five years, 

although the pace of the growth varied. 

From a hardship destination, the region 

has become more of a lifestyle and 

professional place of choice. There are 

still many opportunities for talent and the 

region is short of many skills, but at the 

same time, due to macroeconomic and 

other reasons, the job market is very 

competitive and jobs are hotly contested 

for by talent locally and from around the 

world,” he explained.

Hiring intentions
A job change sometimes means a 

salary hike – this is what the majority of 

active jobseekers believe, according to 

a LinkedIn survey. However, in today’s 

market one needs to know who is hiring 

sUhAil MAsri
Vice-President of Employer Solutions at 

Bayt.com

The most wanted soft 
skill is, and has been 
for a few years, good 
communication 
skills in 
Arabic as 
well as 
English

MOST IN-DEMAND SKILLS

2. Team orientation 

and flexibility  

(49 per cent)

4. Ability to work 

under pressure 

(46 per cent)

6. Honesty and 

trustworthiness 

(45 per cent)

8. Good technical 

skills (43 per cent)

10.  Good communication 

skills – English only 

(36 per cent)

1. Communication in 

English and Arabic 

(59 per cent)

3. Leadership 

(46 per cent)

5. Efficiency and 

productivity 

(45 per cent)

7. Well-experienced 

and knowledgeable 

(45 per cent)

9. Passion and desire 

to make a difference 

(38 per cent)

Security And Safety For All work

Uae’s ranK In the LIst OF tOP 
cOUntrIes FOr JOBseeKers

Source: HSBC’s annual Expat Explorer Survey 2016

4th
Overall global ranking

1st
Best country in MENA and 

Asia for expat jobseeker

1st
Suitability for 

international career

3rd
Earning prospects

5th 

Benefit packages 

offered by employers

look to in order to build their careers.

The UAE ranked as the best country in 

the Middle East and Asia, and followed 

Switzerland, Germany and Sweden, the 

top three destinations, in that order, for a 

career abroad.

Source: HSBC’s annual Expat 
Explorer Survey 2016

why foreign jobseekers 
flock the Uae?

14%
Average salaries in 

the country record 

higher than anywhere 

in the world

Nearly two-thirds of 

expats in the UAE 

earn more than in 

their home country
65%

Almost 6 out of 10 expats employees 

receive an accommodation allowance

56%

Most expats in the country receive 

health benefits from their companies

75%
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Suhail Masri, VP of Employer Solutions at Bayt.com, lists 

the most in-demand in the skills in the country today.
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PatrIOtIsm BeyOnd POems 
and Parades

and which roles will remain in demand.

“In terms of industries that are growing 

the most, organisations in advertising/ 

marketing/ public relations and the 

automotive industry (80 per cent each) 

present the highest intention to hire in a 

year’s time, followed by human resources 

and hospitality/ recreation/ entertainment 

(79 per cent each). And in contrast with 

previous trends, the business consultancy/ 

management industry (64 per cent) has 

the lowest intention to hire in the coming 

year. The oil and gas industry is also in 

a record low in terms of hiring potential, 

although it’s still perceived as a growing 

industry that has some of the best salary 

offerings,” said Masri.

Upbeat industries
The latest Monster Employment Index 

lists the sectors that are hiring the most in 

the country and ones that should be on 

your job-hunt list.

The index highlights that the UAE 

has seen an 18 per cent year-on-year 

decline in job opportunities listed online 

in October 2016 when compared to the 

same month the year before. Despite this, 

the index registered the most optimistic 

results in the region, reporting 16 per cent 

growth over the month of September last 

year.

Production/manufacturing, automotive 

and ancillary, and health care were the 

sectors that posted more online job 

opportunities in the UAE. Fine-tune your 

search and you could land a job where 

there’s more money.

It’s also important to know your worth in 

the job market. In fact, this is the first step 

if you’re looking for a job or planning to 

negotiate a pay hike with your boss.  

Recruitment experts believe that it’s a 

good idea to have a salary range in mind 

before you have the discussion about 

remuneration. 

Whilst your current position and pay 

may provide a good starting point, you 

could learn a lot about fair market value by 

branching out and looking at what other 

professionals are earning in your field. 

And, locally, there are many websites that 

offer salary ranges that break down jobs 

based on job title and responsibilities.

All you need to do is access this 

information online or get in touch with 

any recruitment agencies or look at job 

postings for similar positions in your field.

 

Market dynamics
Besides possessing the most important 

skills to get a well-paying job, candidates 

also need to be aware of the changing 

dynamics of the UAE job market.

If you’re not abreast of the changes 

happening, you’ll fall behind in the long 

run. “With the digital revolution impacting 

the job market significantly, people now 

have the advantage of searching for jobs 

and career opportunities beyond their 

personal connections and networks,” 

said Masri. “It’s now possible to apply for 

hundreds of jobs in different companies, 

industries, and locations with a click of 

a button. In the past, costs and logistical 

difficulties limited everyone’s career 

options and connections. However, with 

online career resources, accessing a 

global talent database and streamlining 

the entire hiring process is a very simple 

task.”

one needs to know who 
is hiring and which roles 
will remain in demand

work

The year presented a highly enriched environment for employment, retention, 

and salary expectations. Most recent survey by the jobs website Bayt.com showed a 

positive outcome.

In the UAE specifically, more than two-thirds (67 per cent) of respondents planned 

to hire within the next three months. In 2016, the UAE remained one of the strongest 

job markets in the Middle East and North Africa.

 The UAE is currently perceived by 61 per cent of professionals as more attractive 

than other job markets and UAE cities are the most attractive in the region for 

offering competitive salaries.

how was 2016 for jobseekers in the Uae?
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mUst we nOt dress FOr the 
OccasIOn aLways? 

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator 
and writer on local issues; he currently heads the 

News Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

A debate over shopping in pyjamas in Britain makes us turn our thoughts to 
people who enter the house of Allah wearing inappropriate clothing 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

E
verything began when a British man took a photo of two 

women who were shopping in a branch of a big 

supermarket chain in the British city of Salford, whilst in 

their pyjamas. The young man posted this photo on his own 

Facebook wall, and then wrote the caption: “Dear…could you 

impose rules upon those people, and deny them access to the 

stores if they wear such clothes again?” 

The supermarket company handled this complaint with care, 

and replied to the post: “Thank you for your communication 

with us. Many customers told us that they feel inconvenient 

when they see other customers wearing unsuitable clothes in 

our stores. For our part, we try to strike a balance to make 

everyone happy. Though we have no 

standards for clothes in our stores, we rely 

in our management of this matter on 

common sense.” 

In the aftermath of this incident, the 

pyjamas were talked about on media 

channels, and were a trending topic on 

social media. Controversy raged on 

whether everyone had the right to wear 

pyjamas whilst walking or shopping, or if 

shops and stores must deny access to people wearing sleep 

clothes, as a sign of respect for the place and other 

customers. 

The Metro newspaper of London published an essay and 

supported the stance of the young man who took the photo; it 

argued that wearing pyjamas for supermarket shopping gave 

the impression of the person being lazy. “If you must wear a 

suit and a jacket in court, black colour at funerals, and proper 

attire at weddings, why should you not wear proper attire in 

other places and social occasions?” asked the essay.

After days of controversy, the two ladies, whose features 

Wearing sleep clothes 
at the mosque has 
become rampant, and 
it definitely merits a 
discussion

were not clear in the originally posted photo, appeared in the 

media. One of them was interviewed by the Sun. She said that 

she and her friend went to the store to buy milk for a hungry 

child only five years old. That was why they were dressed in 

pyjamas.

The woman, who works in travel and tourism, said that she 

felt “disgusted because of the fact that someone photographed 

her without her knowledge, and then posted this photo on the 

Internet, asking the administration of the supermarket chain to 

disallow people who wear pyjamas to do shopping”.

She said, “We are travellers (we’ll leave), and I think that this 

is racial discrimination… I did not think that anybody would be 

hurt if I went to the supermarket in my 

pyjamas at 7pm to buy milk for my hungry 

baby.”

The pyjama issue has not yet been 

settled in Britain. Nonetheless, our talk 

– we, the Muslims and Arabs, care about 

what we wear outside our homes – must 

begin. Wearing sleep clothes at the 

mosque has become rampant, and it 

definitely merits a discussion.

A person who noticed this said that one day, after prayers at 

the mosque next to his house, he invited all other devotees to 

come to his house for a feast, being organised to honour an 

important guest. Those who were in pyjamas and djellabas 

refused this invitation politely, saying that their clothes were not 

suitable for visiting someone’s house, let alone meet an 

important guest. At this point, the person who had issued the 

invitation looked at them and said, “Do pyjamas and djellabas suit 

the solemnity of the owner of the house where you now stand?”

We leave the reply to the people who wear pyjamas and 

djellabas in the house of Allah.
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few countries cAn tAke plAns from drAwinG boArd to  
reAlitY As quicklY As the uAe. this hAs been the secret of 
its success, Achieved within such A short time of its 
foundAtion. with just five YeArs to Go before 
the countrY’s Golden jubilee, 999 Gives You 
A tour of everYthinG thAt will define the 
next erA 

BY shuchita Kapur

ThE LimiT foR ThE UAE

in ThE fUTURE
SKy’S

W
e’re just five years away from a 

milestone in the history of the 

UAE. In 2021, the federation 

enters its 50th year, and that’s 

also the year for the fulfilment of the UAE 

Vision 2021. By that time, many things that we 

can only imagine now are likely to become a 

part of everyday life.

The UAE Vision 2021 entails a growth 

trajectory at all levels, whether it’s boosting the 

country’s economic competitiveness, ensuring 

a health care system that’s world-class and 

available to all, a thriving education system 

that nurtures talent, and a transport system to 

ensure there are no hurdles to this growth.

In its bid to become one of the top 

countries in the world, the UAE has put much 

emphasis on innovation, research, science 

and technology. These will form the pillars of 

a knowledge-based, highly productive and 

competitive economy, driven by entrepreneurs 

in a business-friendly environment where 

public and private sectors form partnerships.

Here, 999 takes a look at some of the fast-

growing sectors that will change the way we 

perceive things in the near future.
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I: URBAN DEVELOPMENT
A VISION FOR GENERATIONS
Dubai

The emirate is hosting the World Expo 

2020, a seven-month event (October 2020 

to April 2021) on a humongous scale that’s 

expected to draw 25 million visitors. The 

excitement in the run-up to its inauguration, 

and the months over which the expo will 

run, are going to raise the profile of the 

UAE to another level altogether. Held with 

the theme ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the 

Future’, the event has three sub-themes: 

opportunity, mobility, sustainability. 

All the three sub-themes represent 

the UAE’s intention to ensure growth 

LANDMARK MUSEUMS
Louvre Abu Dhabi

Construction work of Louvre Abu Dhabi is 

in its final stages; the museum is expected 

to open this year. Tagged as a ‘museum city’ 

on the sea, with its series of white buildings 

inspired by the Arab medina (city) and low-

lying Arab settlements, the project is now 

about to enter the preparation phase to 

ensure that there are no glitches once it’s 

ready to open to the public. 

Art enthusiasts can look forward to some 

of the most prized works in the world. 

The museum will offer late openings, an 

auditorium, restaurants, shops, promenades 

Abu Dhabi

In the capital, the Abu Dhabi 

Vision 2030 provides an urban 

structure framework plan to 

shape the growth of the city, 

encompassing the environment, 

land use, transportation, open 

space and the capital city image. 

The city is racing ahead with 

several projects that are ready, 

ones that are shaping up, and 

many that are set to take off after 

receiving approvals from the 

authorities. The ones that we can 

expect to see open very soon 

include the Louvre Abu Dhabi 

and The Guggenheim Abu Dhabi. 

With their opening, the city will 

become the culture hub of the 

Middle East and North Africa and 

South East Asia regions.

that’s in harmony with the planet. This, 

in fact, is the challenge that the world 

faces – how to stay on the path of 

development, and innovate in a way that 

protects environmental interests as well 

as economic interests. The UAE, which has 

proved to be a pioneer in so many things, 

is poised to take the lead in this area, too. 

The expo is the event that’ll sweep visitors 

into a new age.

and gardens. Blending the museum’s local 

identity with the international nature of its 

art and artefacts, Louvre Abu Dhabi will 

represent a multi-cultural social hub, where 

local and international visitors can use 

culture as a means to connect with Abu 

Dhabi and the rest of the world.

Visitors will be taken from the beginning 

of time chronologically through a series 

of permanent art works, alongside loans 

from Musée du Louvre and 12 of France’s 

leading cultural institutions. Masterpieces on 

loan include Leonardo da Vinci’s La Belle 

Ferronnière (1495-1499) and Colossal Statue 

of Ramesses II (1279-1213 BCE) from Musée 

du Louvre; Vincent Van Gogh’s Self-portrait 

(1887) from Musée d’Orsay; and more.

Guggenheim Abu Dhabi
Designed by Frank Gehry, Guggenheim Abu Dhabi 

is a hyper-modern 21st-century museum, but its 

elements and colours are inspired by classic Arabia. 

Currently under development, the new museum 

will be situated on a peninsula at the northwestern 

tip of Saadiyat Island, adjacent to Abu Dhabi city. 

Surrounded on three sides by the gleaming waters 

of the Persian Gulf, the building site also serves as 

a manmade breakwater configured to protect the 

island’s pristine north beach zone.

The museum’s collection will encompass art in all 

mediums produced around the world from the 1960s 

to the present day. It will be a catalyst for scholarship 

in a variety of fields, chief amongst them the history of 

art in the Middle East in the 20th and 21st centuries. 

Museum of the Future
Located in the Emirates Towers area 

in Dubai, near Sheikh Zayed Road, the 

Museum of the Future is expected to 

be completed this year. It’ll provide 

the best innovative environment in 

the world, with visitors being able to 

experience the future through cutting-

edge simulations and interactive 

demonstrations.

The museum will hold scientific 

conferences and offer advanced 

courses and specialised workshops on 

design and innovation, covering the 

latest scientific developments and trends 

as well as their practical applications.

nation

dubai’s sustainable master plan for the world expo 2020 

a look into louvre abu dhabi, tagged as the “museum city”

Museum of the future will be a creative hub for inventions and support the uae’s mission to be 
a global innovation engine

guggenheim abu dhabi’s permanent collection will celebrate the very finest examples 
of global art dating from the 1960s to the present day

an artist’s impression of abu dhabi international airport’s Midfield terminal
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MIXED-USE MARVELS 
My City Centre Masdar

Keeping up with its retail ambitions, Abu Dhabi is continuously 

launching and delivering new retail projects. Announced recently, 

Majid Al Futtaim plans to work on a new Dh300 million project in 

Abu Dhabi called My City Centre Masdar. 

The new mall will be located in the heart of Masdar City, one 

of the world’s most sustainable urban developments, with easy 

access to adjacent developments and connectivity with planned 

smart public transport options, including buses, light rail transit 

lines, group rapid transit vehicles and the metro network.

Set to open by the end of 2018, the shopping haven will 

include 60 outlets across 18,000sq.m of gross leasable area. 

Today, around 2,000 people work at Masdar City; its residential 

population is expected to exceed 3,500 within two to three years. 

Around 35 per cent of the City’s planned built-up area will be 

completed over the next five years, and nearly 30 per cent has 

already been committed to, including private homes, schools, 

hotels and additional office space. Up to 40,000 residents and 

50,000 workers and students will be based at Masdar City by 

2030.

The one-level mall will have shaded parking for 430 vehicles on 

its rooftop through the use of photovoltaic panels. My City Centre 

Masdar’s energy and water consumption are targeted to be 40 per 

cent lower than comparable buildings, in line with Masdar City’s 

eco-friendly strategy.  

Capital District
The Capital District, to be built between Mohammed bin 

Zayed City and Abu Dhabi International Airport, will become 

the seat of the UAE federal government, and one of the key 

centrepieces of Plan 2030. 

An arrangement of government buildings, national institutions 

and embassies along grand boulevards will provide a symbolic 

and memorable approach to the Capital District. Contemporary 

Arab architecture and a strong international diplomatic presence 

will reinforce the cultural diversity of the Emirates’ population.

Aladdin City
This is an iconic project 

inspired by the tales of Aladdin 

and Sindbad. Located on Dubai 

Creek, it’s slated for completion 

in the fourth quarter of 2018.

It’ll feature three towers, 

designed to resemble 

Aladdin’s magic lamp, linked 

by bridges and walkways. 

The three towers will reach 

the height of 33, 24 and 25 

storeys, and this will include 

offices and hotels, along with 

parking for 900 cars.

The project is expected to have a fully 

integrated transport system tying into the 

rest of the transport network, including a 

high-speed rail service, metro railway and 

regional rail connections. Upon completion, 

the 4,900 hectare Capital City District 

will serve as a second downtown for Abu 

Dhabi proper and will be home to over 

370,000 residents.

Al Raha Beach East
The Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council has 

approved Al Raha Beach Promenade, one of 

the key projects that’ll shape the look and feel 

of the public promenade in Abu Dhabi’s Al 

Raha Beach East development, comprising 20 

km of waterside pathways.

Al Raha Beach is a mixed-use development 

consisting of reclaimed land along the coast, 

with a series of canals and islands interlinked 

by boulevards and promenades, forming a 

unique waterfront community.

Furthermore, projects in this area include: 

Al Zeina, Al Muneera, Al Bandar, Amwaj 1-2 

buildings, and Al Hadeel, constructed next to 

Aldar’s existing Al Bandar project.

ROBOTICS
The big trend in international health care 

is the use of robots – the medical robots 

market will grow to $11.4 billion (Dh41.84bn) 

worldwide by 2020, as per market 

research estimates. 

hospital can interact with specialists before 

returning home.

There’s also the first robot pharmacist in the 

region that dispenses medicine, operating at 

the Universal Hospital in Abu Dhabi. Service 

Robot Reem, designed to assist people in 

hospitals, hotels, museums or airports, is 

doing its bit to help people. And The Khalifa 

University’s FLOAT system (Free Levitation 

for Overground Active Training) helps people 

with movement disabilities. Such initiatives are 

gaining pace as we speak and will become a 

way of life soon.

Work is also in progress to ensure that 

a resident’s Emirates ID becomes his/her 

insurance card and health file, storing all 

information. “Our aim is to ensure that the 

entire population under medical cover can 

use their Emirates ID when availing medical 

care,” said Dr Haider Al Yousuf, Director of 

Health Funding at Dubai Health Authority.

Health care robots are already deployed 

across UAE hospitals. For example, VGo 

allows patients at Amana Healthcare to 

interact with the outside world – with it, 

hospitalised children can attend school 

remotely or patients in an overseas 

nation

the khalifa university demonstrates 3d body-weight support system for walking 
and balancecapital district and later new khalifa city

sneak peak at a series of canals and islands interlinked by al raha beach 
east boulevards and promenades

aladdin city will be an iconic project inspired by the tales of aladdin and sindbad at dubai creek

Projected to open by the end of 2018, My city centre Masdar will be 
shopping haven, which will include 60 outlets across 18,000sqm 

home to over 370,000 residents, the capital district will serve as a 
second downtown for abu dhabi proper
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V: EDUCATION 
CONNECTED CLASSROOMS

The UAE Vision 2021 National Agenda 

has made a first-rate education system a 

priority, aiming for a complete transformation 

of the current system and teaching methods. 

The National Agenda wants all schools, 

universities and students to be equipped 

with smart systems and devices as a 

basis for all teaching methods, projects 

and research. There’ll also be significant 

investments to promote and reinforce 

enrollment in pre-schools, as this plays 

an important role in shaping children’s 

personalities.

The set target will enable UAE students 

to rank amongst the best in the world 

in reading, mathematics and science 

exams, and to have a strong knowledge 

of the Arabic language. Moreover, the 

Agenda will increase the rate of graduation 

from secondary schools to international 

standards. All schools are to have 

exceptional leadership and internationally 

accredited teaching staff. The country seeks 

to increase the share of knowledge workers 

to 40 per cent of the total workforce.

II: SCI-FI TRANSPORT
DISTANCES WILL DISAPPEAR

A public transport system that provides 

reliable, convenient and comfortable 

service at an affordable fare is already 

there, with the Dubai Metro. The new 

tram network in Dubai complements other 

modes of public transport and encourages 

eco-friendly commute.

In Abu Dhabi, too, the future metro 

network, supported by tram and feeder 

bus services, is expected to provide a 

mass rapid transit system (MRTS) over 

approximately 131km. This will change the 

way the inhabitants live and move around 

the capital city. The metro system will 

provide fast connectivity between Abu 

Dhabi Island and Saadiyat, Yas Islands and 

Al Raha Beach.

The most anticipated MRTS in the UAE is 

by far the Hyperloop One system. Until the 

other day, Hyperloop sounded like science 

fiction. Thanks to the vision of the UAE 

leadership, it’s close to becoming reality. 

The system, which sends a levitated pod 

(carrying cargo or passengers) shooting 

through a low-pressure tube at an extremely 

high speed, cuts down travelling time to 

mere minutes from hours. According to 

the Hyperloop One team, you’ll get airline 

speed at the price of a bus ticket.

In the UAE, the first Hyperloop 

passenger track could be operating 

by 2021, and one of the routes being 

considered is Dubai-Abu Dhabi. With 

Hyperloop, the travel time of more than 

one hour could be down to 12 minutes.

An agreement has already been signed 

between the Roads and Transport Authority 

and Hyperloop One to work through the 

Dubai Future Accelerators programme, 

under the Dubai Future Foundation.

That’s not all. Soon, you could also 

see driverless vehicles in Dubai. The 

Roads and Transport Authority, in 

collaboration with Emaar Properties, 

is running the first autonomous cars 

on public roads. These are called the 

EZ10 cars. In Abu Dhabi, driverless 

vehicles have already been running 

within Masdar City, and some two million 

passengers have been carried. 

Indeed, the expert view is that road 

accidents in the UAE could be greatly 

reduced by self-driving cars. They’re almost 

certain to be deployed for transportation 

during Expo 2020.

The authorities have set a target to 

convert 25 per cent of all transport in the 

UAE into smart mobility by 2021. 

III: PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Its target to become the happiest 

nation in the world means that the UAE 

is working to ensure that people get the 

best health care services.

Under the country’s Vision 2021 

National Agenda, the government 

works in collaboration with all health 

authorities, in order to have all public and 

private hospitals accredited according 

to national and international quality 

standards.

The National Agenda also emphasises 

on the importance of preventive 

medicine, seeking to reduce cancer 

and lifestyle-related diseases such as 

diabetes and cardiovascular diseases. 

Cutting down on smoking is one of the 

big push areas of the health care plan.

As one of the measures in preventive 

medicine, scientists at Khalifa University 

in Abu Dhabi are working on a device 

that could predict a heart attacks hours, 

or even days, before it happens. The 

device looks like a necklace or bracelet 

and is powered by body heat, predicting 

irregular heart patterns in patients who’ve 

had an attack before. It uses an algorithm 

to monitor electrocardiography, or ECG, 

data and can spot subtle changes in ECG 

shapes.

IV: ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
HARNESSING THE SUN

The UAE’s National Agenda 2021 has 

identified many indicators in science, 

technology and innovation and has 

set ambitious targets for them. These 

include the UAE becoming one of the top 

10 countries in the world in the Global 

Innovation Index, and increasing research 

reduction of 3,220 tonnes.

The Dubai Electricity and Water Authority 

(Dewa) has taken the responsibility to 

contribute to this promising goal by 

announcing The Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum Solar Park, the largest single-site 

strategic renewable energy project of its 

kind in the world. 

The 13MW first phase became operational 

in 2013. The 200MW second phase of 

the Solar Park will be operational by this 

year, and its capacity will reach 1,000 MW 

by 2020 and 5,000 MW by 2030. The 

project will help achieve a reduction of 

approximately 6.5 million tonnes of carbon 

emissions annually, supporting Dubai 

Government’s green initiatives.

Another initiative called Shams Dubai 

involves installing solar panels in buildings 

to produce power and connect it to Dewa’s 

grid. 

Dubai aims to have solar panels installed 

on the roofs of all buildings by 2030. It will 

contribute to reducing electricity bills and 

increasing property values, decreasing 

the carbon footprint and protecting the 

environment.

and development expenditure three-fold 

by 2021. 

Solar energy is high on the government’s 

agenda. The Abu Dhabi Solar Rooftop 

Programme by Masdar has installed solar 

photovoltaic systems on 11 government 

buildings. These together generate 2.3MW 

energy, resulting in annual savings of 1.22 

million litres of diesel and annual emission 

The classrooms of the future will look 

different, too. The UAE is amongst the 

first countries to sign an agreement with 

Microsoft to improve education.

Smart education programmes, such as 

the Mohammed bin Rashid Smart Learning 

Programme, are transforming learning 

experiences.

The UAE is investing heavily to 

bring the latest technology to schools, 

encouraging the development of 

creativity, analytic thinking and 

innovation. The Smart Learning 

Programme aims to shape a new learning 

environment and culture in federal 

schools through the launch of smart 

classes. These will provide every student 

with a digital tablet and access to high-

speed 4G networks by 2019.

Smart phones, apps, robots will inspire 

future classrooms, with less of rote learning 

through books in a few years’ time.

Security And Safety For All nation

2013 rendering of the abu dhabi Metro at Madinat Zayed business district, which was originally known as abu dhabi’s capital district and later new khalifa city

the abu dhabi solar rooftop Programme features solar photovoltaic systems on 11 
government buildings
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traffic safety

the happiness patrOl initiative launched recently by abu dhabi pOlice is 
an extraOrdinary way tO shOw appreciatiOn Of law-abiding behaviOur 
amOngst mOtOrists, and tO give viOlatOrs a friendly nudge tOwards a 
habit Of cOmpliance. seniOr Officers and cOmmunity members speak tO 

999 abOut hOw they see this prOject
BY maha ismail 

Caution!  
W

alking down the streets of 

Abu Dhabi city, you might 

notice something rather 

attention-grabbing – it’s 

a Range Rover (or a similar-size vehicle) 

painted in two-tone pink and orange; 

on the bonnet, there’s the Abu Dhabi 

Police logo, and on the doors, it’s written 

“Happiness Patrol” in Arabic and English, 

with a little smiley above the ‘H’. 

A lot of the things that the UAE are 

most unusual – one might call them path-

breaking initiatives. This is one of them. 

The Happiness Patrol car stops law-abiding 

motorists, not to reprimand them, of course, 

but to reward them with gift vouchers, 

called ‘happiness vouchers’.

Rewarding good on-road behaviour is 

one of the two strategic components of the 

patrol’s functions; the other component is 

striving to increase motorists’ efficiency. 

Drivers who commit minor traffic rule 

violations are asked by the Happiness 

Patrol officers to take a pledge not to 

repeat the mistake, or they’re issued a 

yellow card as a warning.

This is a pioneering step taken by the 

Abu Dhabi Police General Headquarters, 

in order to fulfil the vision of this nation, led 

by President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan; His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister of the UAE 

and Ruler of Dubai; His Highness Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 

Commander of the UAE Armed Forces; 

and His Highness Lt General Sheikh Saif 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior. The aim of 

the leadership is to make the UAE top the 

global happiness index.

Positive relationship

The Happiness Patrol, launched in 

late 2016, aims to achieve a number of 

goals: enhancing security and minimising 

economic losses arising from accidents, 

by providing road users with information 

and guidelines; establishing a positive 

relationship with the public; using a method 

of tackling violations that strengthens public 

trust in the police; and further improving 

Abu Dhabi Police’s reputation as one of the 

world’s foremost law enforcement agencies, 

in addition to reinforcing the reputation of 

the UAE, in general.

Through this initiative, Abu Dhabi Police 

hopes to be a pioneer in establishing the 

values of positivity through innovation. This 

measure supports the federal government’s 

happiness objectives, as represented by the 

UAE Ministry of Happiness.

The patrol was launched with fanfare 

at the Abu Dhabi Police General 

Headquarters, the event held to coincide 

with the golden jubilee celebrations of the 

Abu Dhabi Government. The launch was 

attended by Her Excellency Ohoud Khalfan 

Al Roumi, Minister of State for Happiness; 

Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al 

Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 

Dhabi Police; Major General Maktoum 

Al Sharifi, Director General of Abu Dhabi 

Police; Major General Omair Mohammad 

Al Muhairi, Director General of Policing 

Operations; Brigadier Sheikh Mohammed 

bin Tahnoun Al Nahyan, Director General 

of Security & Outlet Affairs; Brigadier Ali 

Khalfan Al Dhaheri, Director General of 

Central Operations; Brigadier Said Said 

Al Nuaimi, Director General of Finance & 

Services; Brigadier Obaid Salim Al Ketbi, 

Director General of Human Resources; 

department heads; and representatives 

of the partners of Abu Dhabi Police in this 

initiative, such as Al Fahim Automotive and 

Premier Company.  

Crowning project

Al Rumaithi said that Abu Dhabi Police 

always endeavoured to translate the vision 

and ambition of the wise leadership into 

projects that were both distinguished and 

innovative.

at the launch of the happiness Patrol officers in the patrol car hand a happiness voucher as a gift to a law-abiding driver in abu dhabi 

Gift vouchers
ahead

Abu dhabi police endeavour 
to translate the vision of 
the wise leadership into 
projects that are both 
distinguished 
and 
innovative

MAjor GEnErAl MohAMMEd 
khAlFAn Al rUMAiThi

Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police
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A unique project emanating 
from the civilisation of our 
cherished 
country

dr hAshiM Al MAnsoUri 
Emirati author and poet

The initiative is a sign of 
greatness and development 
in the UAE

yAssEr AbdUl MAQsoUd
General manager of a group of companies 

in UAE

warnings for which yellow cards are issued 

are recorded in the police database. The 

Happiness Patrol vehicles are connected 

to a smart system that allows the patrolling 

officers to check motorists’ records of past 

violations, if any. The vehicles also have 

baby seats at the back.

Engineer Captain Khalid Al Zafeen, 

from the Traffic and Patrol Department at 

Abu Dhabi Police, told 999 that different 

kinds of vehicles had been transformed 

into Happiness Patrol cars, the paintwork 

giving it an energetic and positive look 

that was designed to make people feel 

happy.

Shortly after the launch, a senior official 

of the police force had told the media 

that the yellow card as a warning would 

be issued for 27 types of minor offences, 

such as drivers changing lanes without 

using the indicator; wrong parking; not 

renewing driving or vehicle licence; not 

using headlights at night; and pedestrians 

crossing the road at undesignated areas. 

He added that fines would be issued 

for “serious offences” like speeding and 

drunk driving, but “as a last resort only”. 

The priority was to give more happiness 

vouchers than yellow cards or fines. 

Speaking to 999, Al Zafeen said, “There 

are no limits to delighting people. So the 

Happiness Patrol is based an idea that 

may contribute to making the individual, 

the family and community happy, as our 

slogan is ‘Your safety is our happiness.’”

‘Planet of supremacy’

This correspondent met with a number 

of citizens and expats in Abu Dhabi, who 

welcomed the initiative of launching the 

Happiness Patrol.

Dr Hashim Al Mansouri, Emirati author 

and poet, described the Happiness 

Patrol as a unique project launched 

by Abu Dhabi Police. “This is the first 

 Changing lanes without using the 

indicator

 Wrong parking

 Not renewing driving or vehicle 

licence

 Not using headlights at night

 Pedestrians crossing 

undesignated areas

Minor offences under 
haPPiness Patrol

initiative of its kind at the national level, 

if not the regional and international level. 

A unique project emanating from the 

civilisation of our cherished country, it 

aims to make roads and vehicle driving in 

Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and the Western Region 

not only safer but even more enjoyable, 

as it lets the driver show his abilities and 

skills as a road user,” said Al Mansouri. 

“This initiative is an interpretation of 

the visions and ambitions of the wise 

leadership, [who want] to make the UAE 

a top country in happiness, as in other 

fields.”

The author-poet praised the 

directives and continuous follow-up of 

Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, regarding awareness 

initiatives undertaken by the MoI in 

general, and by Abu Dhabi Police in 

particular. “His Highness Sheikh Saif is 

a planet of supremacy in the way His 

Highness shoulders the responsibility 

and space of ambition and drive, in his 

unique competition for eminence in all 

modern and technical fields, with the 

aim of raising the MoI and ADP to the 

level of constellations,” Al Mansouri 

Brigadier Ali Khalfan Al Dhaheri said, 

“We work in co-ordination with other 

authorities in the country, to make our 

community more secure, and make 

our police forces more effective on the 

field. In pursuing these two goals, we’ve 

launched many remarkable initiatives, and 

proceeded with this project – our aim is to 

spread happiness and positivity in society, 

and it’s also aligned with the National 

Happiness and Positivity Charter. All these 

efforts are crowned by the Happiness 

Patrol project.”

He explained that to begin with, there 

were some four-five of these Happiness 

Patrol cars, and the number would go up 

gradually, with the patrols covering Abu 

Dhabi city, Al Ain and the Western 

Region. The patrol cars made 

regular rounds, and the 

said in his poetic style.

Yasser Mohammad Abdul Maqsoud, 

general manager of a group of companies, 

told 999 that the initiative of Happiness 

Patrol, reminding drivers who break traffic 

rules and honouring those who show 

compliance, was a sign of greatness and 

development in the UAE. That was no 

surprise, he said, as the UAE was always 

one of the top countries concerning 

anything that would give comfort and 

happiness to people. Abdul Maqsoud 

further said, “We’re so glad that we 

live in this great country; may our lord 

perpetuate gladness for all the leaders 

and the people.”

traffic safety
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our aim is to spread 
happiness and positivity 
within the 
community

briGAdiEr Ali khAlFAn Al 
dhAhEri 

Director General of Central Operations of 
Abu Dhabi Police
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and it’s done
the Abu dhAbi police smArt App hAs rolled out 35 GenerAl services, 

seven innovAtive services, And three emploYee services. it’s the 
result of endeAvour desiGned to GeAr the countrY fAster  

towArds A complete smArt Government
BY Bassel souraYa

T
he current generation of smart 

system user wants to do most 

transactions through the mobile 

phone. Catering to this segment, 

the Abu Dhabi Police smart app now offers 

35 police services for the public, seven 

innovative services, and three employee 

services. These services are available in 

Arabic and English on the Abu Dhabi Police 

website and smart app for Android and 

iOS.

Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al 

Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 

Dhabi Police, said the police needed 

to stay up to date and deploy the latest 

technologies for effective communication 

with the public. “Abu Dhabi Police seek to 

ensure that people in the emirate feel safe 

and secure, and have access to the best 

police services,” he said.

The new Abu Dhabi Police app-enabled 

services offered to the public include 

issuing driving licence; vehicle registration 

permit; paying traffic fines; replacing lost 

or damaged permits; changing driving 

road test dates; checking the number 

of black points on a driver’s licence and 

traffic fines; reporting traffic congestion 

and accidents; paying for parking services; 

Police tecH

3clicks, 

MAjor GEnErAl MohAMMEd 
khAlFAn Al rUMAiThi

Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police

We seek to ensure that 
people have access to 
the best 
police 
services

MAjor GEnErAl MAkToUM 
Al shAriFi

Director General of Abu Dhabi Police

We provide services to 
the public in a simple, 
easy and 
clear 
manner

requesting for assistance; reporting missing 

car keys; enquiring about speed limits; and 

registering for ‘We Are All Police’ initiative 

in the emirate. 

Quick action
Previously, motorists had to call the 

emergency number 999 for reporting a 

vehicle parked behind another vehicle and 

blocking the way. But now they can use the 

app and type the licence plate number of 

the vehicle blocking the way. A message 

will then be delivered anonymously to 

the owner of the vehicle causing the 

roadblock, asking them to move it.

All the three categories of services – 

regular police services; innovative services; 

and employee services – maintain simplicity 

in navigation and ease of procedures. In the 

past, services required five to six steps to 

be delivered, but now in two to three steps, 

users can easily and quickly access fully 

automated services, without having to visit 

customer service centres. That can reduce 

customer footfalls at Abu Dhabi Police 

service centres by 80 per cent, freeing up 

the staff members’ time to attend to other 

urgent and important tasks.

ADP SMART APP IN NUMBERS

Employee 
services

3
innovative 
services 

7
police services 
for the public

35

Security And Safety For All
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‘Very user-
friendly’

999 asked some 

members of the public 

what they thought of 

the smart app and their 

opinion on the efforts made by the UAE 

government and the Ministry of Interior in 

the transition to smart government.

Dr Abdallah Salim Al Wahshi, Chief 

Executive of the Emirates Council for 

Labour Relation Development, said, “The 

Emirates is the country of happiness, 

and we are very happy because our 

leadership’s initiatives bring all citizens 

and residents alike to a safe and secure 

society.” About the Abu Dhabi Police app, 

he said, “It reflects the efforts to transition 

to a smart government, and to use all the 

1. Traffic profile

2. Traffic tickets

3. Reserved/ 
Registered plates

4. Traffic updates

a click away to your safety
Abu Dhabi Police application provides services for the public users containing:

5. Police station 
locations

6. Emergency calls

7. Abu Dhabi 
Police news

8. Contact social 
police

dr AbdAllAh sAliM Al 
WAhshi

Chief Executive of the Emirates Council for 

Labour Relation Development

Smart applications reflect 
the efforts to 
transition 
to a smart 
government

MUsTAFA Al MUsAWA Al 
hAshEMi

Founder & CEO of Smart Navigation Systems

Abu dhabi police’s new 
applications are very useful 
and user-friendly. it has 
provided 
efficient 
solutions 
to the 
challenges 
that users 
face

Abu Dhabi Police Smart App Hotline
The Abu Dhabi Police website (www.adpolice.gov.ae) and the 

smart application are linked to a communication centre working 

24/7 and available at the number 800-3333.

latest technologies to make public services 

simpler and easier.”

Mustafa Al Musawa Al Hashemi, the 

Founder & CEO of Smart Navigation 

Systems, said, “The new Abu Dhabi Police 

app is very useful and user-friendly. It 

has provided efficient solutions to the 

challenges that users face, such as going 

physically to the service office which can 

cost a lot of time and effort. Now that 

those services can be accessed through 

the mobile app and the Internet browser, 

customers can use them quickly and easily. 

For example, I’ve managed to renew my 

son’s passport fully online and received it 

at home.”

Al Hashemi noted that the efforts of 

the UAE government and the Ministry of 

Interior were “remarkable”. He added that 

continuous improvement measures were 

implemented in line with the government’s 

vision to provide the best quality of life to 

citizens and residents. These efforts, he 

said, are geared towards the country’s 

vision of building a knowledge-based 

society and economy.

Result of hard work
Al Rumaithi said, “The launch of the 

phone app, Abu Dhabi Police Services, 

reflects the keenness of the UAE 

leadership to use the latest technologies 

to interact with the public. The new 

services will ensure guaranteed and 

instant delivery of messages regarding 

awareness, security and police-related 

issues. 

“This launch is the result of the 

hard work and achievement of our 

dedicated and devoted police officers 

and personnel. We will continue to 

work efficiently on upcoming innovative 

initiatives that help people and expedite 

services.”

Major General Maktoum Al Sharifi, 

Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, 

said, “The launch of the application and 

website comes after four months of hard 

work by our teams – this signals the 

transformation to a smart government that 

aims to facilitate procedures and provide 

services to the public in a simple, easy 

and clear manner. 

“Now it’s just the first phase of a series 

of upcoming creative and innovative 

initiatives, in which we strive to utilise the 

latest smart technology and best practices 

to deliver high quality services.”

63999 Security and Safety for allFEBRUARY 2017
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We chose food as our first initiative as it is one of 
the most basic human needs. Through the UAE 

Food bank, we aim to instil the value of giving deep 
in the hearts of our people. 

– His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum UAE Vice President and Prime Minister, 

and Ruler of Dubai

uae gets
national food bank

Dh13 billion
The estimated annual cost 
of preventable food loss 

across the UAE

10%
Of all hotels, restaurants 

and supermarkets in 
Dubai that currently 

donate food

200,000
People who are fed every year 

by the charity group Royati 
Family Society’s Hifz Al Ni’am 

initiative

7,226.5kg
Food donated by the JW Marriott 

Marquis Dubai through the 
Tarahum Charity Foundation 

during Ramadan 2016

date

On January 3, 2017, the UAE Food Bank is launched under 

the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global Initiatives 

Foundation

Place

The main site is Dubai Vegetable Market, and 15 other 
outlets are planned for inside and outside the UAE

aim

Promoting social responsibility in the private sector; 
distributing food to those in need; and achieving zero waste

scope

The UAE Food Bank will begin work in Dubai and then will 
expand to serve communities in the Gulf and around the 

world

manpower

The Dubai Municipality will provide operational support, 

and Food Bank volunteers will be trained in health and 
safety 

supporters

85 hospitality establishments and 100+ supermarkets have 
come forward to support the UAE Food Bank

takeoff

In the first phase, the UAE Food Bank will give 30,000 meal 
packages to people in need

Security And Safety For All infoGraPHic

his highness sheikh mohammed bin rashid al maktoum, uae vice President and Prime 
minister, and ruler of dubai launches the first initiative of 2017 to kickstart the ‘year 

of giving’ and also to eliminate food waste

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

coluMn

T
he whole world knows about the charitable 

programmes undertaken by the UAE at the local and 

international levels. This humanitarianism has become a 

hallmark of the country, making it stand out on the world stage, 

amongst nations that are much larger and richer in resources.

The UAE’s preeminent status in this respect is hardly 

surprising, as this federation is based on a policy of altruism. 

The people of this country have taken this policy and this 

approach as their first choice; they’ve never held back from 

taking any action to help those in need.

The UAE has, in a determined manner, resumed all its aid 

activities with barely any delay. Carrying out its humanitarian 

initiatives, which were launched at frequent intervals, this 

nation has welcomed 2017 in a novel way.

President His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

announced that this would be the 

‘Year of Giving’ in the country, based 

on three axes: establishing the social 

responsibility of all private 

companies and their role in 

development; instilling the spirit of 

volunteerism amongst all members 

of society; and inculcating in the new 

generation a strong desire to serve 

the country.

However, this declaration does not mean that giving will be 

restricted to only a year; rather, it means that 2017 will be a 

confirmation of what was already achieved in the previous 

years. This initiative will strengthen these achievements in the 

coming years through institutional work at all levels and with 

participation of everyone from all levels of society without 

exception, public or private, citizens or expats.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

year OF GIvInG In the 
cOUntry OF aLtrUIsm

Maysa Rashed is a prominent UAE writer 
interested in local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

This noble 
demonstration and 
the robust bridges will 
surmount all challenges 
and will never surrender 
to terrorism

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, 

launched the first initiative of goodness. It covers the 

abovementioned axes through the UAE Food Bank, chaired by 

his wife, Her Highness Sheikha Hind bint Maktoum bin Juma Al 

Maktoum, who saw this bank as a landmark institution.

She was right – within five days of the launch, the UAE Food 

Bank had support from 85 hotel establishments, hundreds of 

restaurants, and more than a hundred supermarkets. Moreover, 

her daughter, Her Highness Sheikha Shamma bint Mohammed 

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, was amongst the first volunteers 

distributing food to labourers in a Dubai neighbourhood.

The UAE Food Bank engaged the private sector in giving to 

society, and it also got volunteers working on food distribution. 

Thus, the first two aims of the ‘Year of Giving’ were achieved. The 

third aim will be achieved automatically, when 

goodness becomes one of the strongest 

qualities of the UAE-based individual, one 

who never takes without giving.

This is just the beginning, which was 

followed by an image that will be etched 

forever in people’s minds – it is the image of 

UAE diplomats who were recently martyred in 

a terrorist attack during the inauguration of an 

orphanage in Afghanistan. They were martyred 

whilst offering a helping hand to the orphans.

Will terrorism manage to stop the demonstration of goodness 

begun by the UAE? Will it manage to break the bridges of 

humanity built by our cherished country? Never. This noble 

demonstration and the robust bridges will surmount all challenges 

and will never surrender to terrorism. If your intentions are good, 

you will stay good forever. May Allah bestow compassion and 

mercy upon the souls of our noble martyrs, and may He help us 

support the UAE in its charitable endeavours through all the years 

of giving. 

The UAE has reaffirmed its foremost position in the field of 
humanitarian works; no amount of attacks by terrorists can stop 
this march of goodness
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BY maha ismail

PeoPle seeking to solve their life’s Problems through magic 
and witchcraft are easy Prey for con artists. exPerts 
in the fields of crime Prevention, islamic studies, and 

legal Provisions sPeak to 999 about this racket based on 
suPerstition 

List
Swindlers’

fraud
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Even before the inception of film 

industry techniques to portray 

magic onscreen and before 

magicians began practising sleight-

of-hand tricks to captivate audiences 

worldwide, humans have been fascinated 

by magic.

But despite a lack of scientific 

evidence, there remains no shortage of 

those who want to believe in magic – or 

magical thinking.

Enlightenment still has not touched 

a section of the community, which 

continues to place its faith in sorcery as a 

solution to life’s problems. 

Headlines in the UAE news media 

often refer to the seizure of black magic 

Two Asian con artists were arrested by Ajman police 

for tricking people that they have ability to double their 

money using black magic.

items and the arrest of swindlers posing as 

sorcerers. With police being very active in 

preventing these crimes – acts of sorcery 

are punishable by the UAE Penal Code 

and prohibited by Islam – 999 goes fact-

finding on the measures undertaken by law 

enforcement, and how religion views these 

crimes.

Prevention
Brigadier Dr Rashid Bursheed, Director 

of the Criminal Investigation Department 

(CID), Abu Dhabi Police, stressed that 

practising witchcraft in any form is a 

violation of the country’s law and can 

be classified under crimes related 

to blackmail, making money through 

deception and by selling an illusion.

Black magic, he said, can affect the 

stability of society, and create false 

enemies in the minds of victims. The 

police forces in the country, he added, 

are fully capable of putting an end to 

such practices and bringing the culprits 

to book.

Citing incidents of sorcery in Abu 

Dhabi, Bursheed said that the police 

recently arrested an Arab national 

who was cheating women by claiming 

that he could solve their marital and 

social problems. He was charging large 

amounts of money from each of them.

A CID team monitored his activities 

before catching him and seizing all his 

Magic scammers caught red-handed What the victims have in common

belongings; there were various talismans 

and similar items. The case went to court.

Bursheed urged the public not to trust 

these ‘magicians’, regardless of their 

claims. He also encouraged the public to 

inform the police about any sorcerer they 

heard of.

Prohibition
Speaking of Islam’s stand on sorcery, 

Sheikh Taleb Al Shehhi, Director of the 

Department of Research and Censorship 

of Religious Publications at The 

General Authority of Islamic Affairs and 

Endowments, said that Almighty Allah had 

mentioned magic in the Holy Quran. It was 

a practice that could be learned, and yet, 

Legal researcher Sa’ad Moh’d Abu Zaid emphasised that in the UAE, the activities of sorcerers were limited as citizens and many of the 

residents put their faith in Allah, and also because the authorities spread awareness on these matters all the time, letting people 

know about the consequences of seeking help from these impostors.

Reem, a woman who was asked by her husband to visit a sorcerer because of her persistent health problems, refused 

to do so. She told 999 that she knew her religion forbids such things. Eventually, her health improved without any magical 

intervention.

As for what kind of people still went to the fake magicians, Abu Zaid said that these victims usually shared some 

common characteristic. They were gullible to believe that utterly impossible things can happen. Most of them had 

health problems, psychological issues, personal, social or financial problems.

Abu Zaid said that the fake magicians take advantage of the frustration and ignorance of people by first collecting 

information about them and then convincing the victims that their problems are conjured up. Conjurers usually meet 

their victims in an influencing atmosphere. These charlatans also mumble strange words and utter fake names. They 

also have assistants trained in deception. Some of the victims would be told of a place where they would find a 

secret talisman, when the truth is that the assistant had already kept it there ahead of time.

fraud

Black magic can affect 
the stability of 
society, and 
create false 
enemies in 

the minds of 
victims

briGAdiEr dr rAshid 
bUrshEEd

Director of the Criminal Investigation 
Department at Abu Dhabi Police

Victims usually share some 
common characteristic. 
They’re gullible to believe 
utterly 
impossible 
things

sA’Ad Moh’d AbU ZAid 
Legal researcher 

its results could only be manifested with 

Allah’s will.

Almighty Allah says in Surat Al-Baqara, 

verse 102: “And they followed what the 

satans chanted (of sorcery) against the 

kingdom of Sulayman; and Sulayman 

was not an unbeliever, but the satans 

disbelieved; they taught men sorcery and 

what was sent down to the two angels at 

Baby lon, Harut and Marut. Yet these two 

taught no one until they had said: “Surely 

we are only a trial, therefore do not be 

a disbeliever.” Even then, men learned 

from these two that magic might cause a 

separation between a man and his wife; 

and that it cannot hurt anyone except with 

Allah’s permission.”

About the ruling regarding the learning 

and teaching of magic, Sheikh Al Shehhi 

explained that Islam considered practising 

magic one of the major sins that destroyed 

those who indulged in it.

Magic is prohibited according to the 

consensus of Muslim scholars, and 

the teaching and learning of it is also 

prohibited. 

In his interpretation of Sahih Muslim, 

Imam Al-Nawawi said: “It is prohibited by 

the consensus of Muslim scholars. What 

our Prophet Mohammad considered a 

major sin is an evidence of our righteous 

ideology. 

Ahlu Sunnah wal Jama’a agreed that 

magic, its learning, teaching and practising 

Col Saif Al Matroushi, Director of CID at Ajman 

Police, said the duo were arrested after an informant 

tipped off the whereabouts of the scammers. The 

police force then formed a team to execute a trap 

operation, where the suspects were caught red-

handed .

The suspects confessed that they had entered the 

county on a visit visa to carry out such a modus. They 

were referred to the court for prosecution.

The authorities urged the public to report any kind 

of illegal activities. Col Al Matroushi said such acts 

that affect the stability of citizens and residents in the 

emirate are considered illegal under the UAE law.
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A magician who 
practises magic 
is a disbeliever 

who should 
be punished 
by the ruler 
unless he 
repents

shEikh TAlEb Al shEhhi
Director of the Department of Research and 

Censorship of Religious Publications 
at the General Authority of Islamic 

Affairs and Endowments

are all prohibited and are considered as 

major sins. 

As for Islam’s judgement on magicians 

and soothsayers, Sheikh Al Shehhi said, 

“A magician who practises magic is a 

disbeliever who should be punished by the 

ruler unless he repents. 

Punishment
The harmful fallouts of sorcery were well-

known, said Sa’ad Moh’d Abu Zaid, a legal 

researcher. He said that these practices 

could even harm the national economy, 

with people losing trust in their dealings 

because of fraudulent acts, bank note 

forgery, and money laundering. 

Before being amended, the UAE Penal 

Code No. 3 for the year 1983 included 

an article that clearly condemned the 

possession of any magic tools, he said. 

According to Article 399, this crime falls 

under fraud and burglary.

This article stipulated confinement or a fine 

for “any individual who, by using fraudulent 

practice, assuming a false name or quality, 

takes possession for himself or for the 

others of any movable property or written 

instrument, or obtains any signature upon 

such instrument, its cancellation, destruction 

or amendment, whenever it is intended to 

deceive the victim and bring him to surrender 

a legal right”.

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan issued a decree amending 

the UAE Penal Code. 

In Article 316 of the amended code, it is 

restated that a person practising sorcery 

or witchcraft “shall also be liable to the 

same punishment, which is not less than 

in Article 316 of the 
amended code, it is 

restated that a person 
practising sorcery or 
witchcraft “shall be 

liable for a fine of not 
less than dh50,000

Dh50,000”. The amended code has the 

provision of a jail term and fine for anyone 

involved in using magic tools and promoting 

such practices by any means. The law applies 

equally to both residents and visitors in the 

UAE.

Dh15,000 for ‘fixing’ 
marital problems 

Dubai Police arrested an Arab sorcerer 

who used social media to publicise himself. 

He claimed that he had supernatural 

powers that could solve marital issues and 

reconcile couples. The fee for his services 

went up to Dh15,000.

Major General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 

Assistant Commander of Dubai Police 

Criminal Investigation Department, said that 

this sorcerer’s moral turpitude had reached 

its peak when he asked his female victims 

to take their clothes off so that he could 

write spells on their bodies. This provoked 

some victims, who resisted the demand 

and informed the authorities immediately. 

Al Mansouri warned members of society 

against going to such impostors. He also 

asked for enhancing religious influence 

amongst people and strengthening their 

faith in Allah’s will. Sorcerers, he said, offer 

nothing but fraud, and they might even go 

Sorcerers offer nothing 
but fraud, and they 
might even go as far as 

committing 
honour 
crimes that 
would end in 
blackmail

MAjor GEn khAlil 
ibrAhiM Al MAnsoUri

Assistant Commander of Dubai Police 

Criminal Investigation Department

as far as committing honour crimes that 

would end in blackmail.

Lieutenant Colonel Omar bin Hammad, 

Deputy Director of the Anti-Fraud and 

Economic Crimes Directorate, said that a 

female victim from a GCC country reported 

this charlatan. As per the victim’s report, 

a man named ‘X’ claimed that he had a 

PhD degree in magic, and that he was a 

member of many international women’s 

organisations and an expert in removing 

the effect of magic.

He used to advertise himself through 

Instagram. The victim went to X because 

she was facing some marital issues – she 

contacted him from her own country and 

agreed to meet him in the UAE. When 

she met him, he first asked her to drink 

some water and then he would start the 

treatment. After she had done so, the 

magician shocked her by asking her to 

take her clothes off; he said that he wanted 

to write some spells on her back so that 

the magic would work properly. She felt 

horrified and left the place immediately, 

even though she had already paid him 

Dh15,000.  

Following her report, police started their 

search and investigation. Going through 

social media, they found the magician X’s 

profile. 

The Anti-Fraud and Economic Crimes 

Directorate set up a case team, and they 

assigned two women officers to reel in the 

con man. One of them posed as a woman 

in need of urgent help with family issues; 

the other officer posed as this client’s 

friend. The magician’s help was sought. He 

asked for his usual fee of Dh15,000 and 

promised to put a spell on the first woman’s 

‘husband’ and solve all her problems.

The money changed hands – what 

the sorcerer did not know was that a 

team was ready to arrest him and was 

filming everything. Just as the sorcerer 

began his tricks, giving the woman some 

water to drink, the police team stepped 

in and arrested X. He was taken to the 

Directorate, where interrogation revealed 

that all his claims of a degree in magic and 

international memberships were bogus, 

as expected. He was nothing more than a 

criminal out to cheat women. He was then 

formally charged with fraud and swindling 

through sorcery.

A man named ‘X’ claimed 
that he had supernatural 
powers that could solve 

marital issues and 
reconcile couples. The 

fee for his services went 
up to dh15,000

Legal researcher Sa’ad Moh’d Abu Zaid said that the top reasons why people sought magicians’ help include the following:

Reasons for going to a sorcerer

1 Personal, social, or 
financial problems such 

as job termination, 
accumulated debt, 

losses.

2 specialists’ failure to 
solve their problems.

4 Intentions 
to harm 

someone 
because of a 

disagreement 
jealousy, or 

revenge.
3 reaching an extreme 

state of frustration.
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cULtUraL Fever In aBU dhaBI
Plan your month with our February 2017 events round uP oF the best activities 

haPPening in the caPital. Free things, world’s most coveted concerts, some 
outdoor Fun and chinese new year celebration with an italian Ferrari twist 

are some oF the notable events For your diary this month

Security And Safety For Allabu dHabi SPotliGHt

BY lima salim

F
ebruary is the shortest month of the year but also the 

sweetest one. It’s that time of the year when love fills the 

air as we fast approach Valentine’s Day.

Most hotels in Abu Dhabi have their special dinners, 

buffets and packages lined up for those looking to celebrate with 

their loved one. But that’s not all.

The UAE’s cultural capital offers more to do during this mini-month 

than just chocolates and roses. There are plenty of things to do in 

town before the spring arrives and this month is lined up with many 

cultural events for people who appreciate the finer things in life.

No matter what your plans are, you’ll find plenty of things to do 

in February if you are in Abu Dhabi. 999 lists some of the best 

here and to top it all most of these are absolutely free; another 

reason to celebrate this special month

1. Chinese New Year celebrations at Ferrari World
WHEN – 27 January to 4 February 2017

WHERE – Ferrari World, Abu Dhabi

Chinese New Year is perhaps the biggest festival and holidays for Chinese 

communities all around the world and why should it be any different here in the 

UAE.

The Chinese New Year celebrations started in the city in January but they continue 

to take place in February too.

If you’ve missed these celebrations and want to be a part of it in a very novel way, 

head to Ferrari World Abu Dhabi to experience their Ferrari-inspired take on this traditional 

family festival.

Here, you can enjoy a variety of live entertainment, including traditional lion dance 

performances, award winning acrobatic shows and much more. Tickets can be purchased 

online or at the counter.

2. Music Bang On A Can All-Stars
WHEN – 2 February 2017

WHERE – New York University, Abu Dhabi

New York’s electric chamber ensemble Bang on a Can All-

Stars are set to make their UAE debut. The All-Stars will play a 

programme including signature works by Bang on a Can founders 

Michael Gordon, David Lang, and Julia Wolfe, plus multi-media works 

from the All-Stars’ Field Recordings initiative by Steve Reich, Anna 

Clyne, Bryce Dessner, Jóhann Jóhannsson, Christian Marclay, and more.

You can expect different genres of music - classical, jazz, rock, world and 

experimental music – to entertain you throughout the show.

Ticket reservations are currently closed but you can still sign up for notifications about 

when further tickets releases will be happening.

3. World premier by Emirati Composer Mohammed Fairouz
WHEN – 2 February 2017

WHERE – New York University, Abu Dhabi

The same day, the celebrated Emirati composer Mohammed Fairouz will also be 

performing during the UAE debut of Bang on a Can All Stars. The concert is held in 

partnership with The Arts Center at NYU Abu Dhabi.

His music has been performed at major venues around the country including 

Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Boston’s Symphony Hall and The Kennedy Center, and 

throughout the United States, the Middle East, Europe, and Australia. 

Recordings are available on the Deutsche Grammophon, Naxos, Bridge, Dorian Sono 

Luminus, Albany, GM/Living Archive, and GPR labels.

FEBRUARY
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4. Abu Dhabi Pet Festival
WHEN – 3 February 2017

WHERE – du Arena, Abu Dhabi

This popular pet festival in the Capital is an educational and entertaining animal 

fair designed to raise awareness of animal welfare and to educate individuals about 

pet products, pet food, pet fashion, pet health, pet training and all pet services.

The various activities at the festival include an international dog show, grooming 

competitions, fancy dress competition for pets and owners, feline beauty contest, 

reptiles, aquarium and birds show, petting zoo and pony ride amongst other things.

5. Gary Player Charity Golf Championship
WHEN – 3 February 2017

WHERE – Saadiyat Beach Golf Club, Abu Dhabi

Golfing icon and Grand Slam winner, Gary Player, can be seen in action at the 

iconic Saadiyat Beach Golf Club in Abu Dhabi.

The Gary Player Invitational (GPI) series consists of events happening in the USA, 

UK, China ,South Africa, Japan and Abu Dhabi.

The event is held under the Patronage of His Excellency Sheikh Nahyan Bin 

Mubarak Al Nahyan and with the full support of the Abu Dhabi Sports Council.

6. Steel Hammer
WHEN – 8 February 2017

WHERE – New York University, Abu Dhabi

All theatre lovers in the UAE can head for an amazing performance, Steel 

Hammer, the latest collaboration from composer Julia Wolfe, SITI Company, and 

Bang on a Can All-Stars. The theatrics beautifully explores the subject of human 

vs. machine and the cost of hard labor on the human body and soul.

This event is free and open to the public. However, advance registration is 

required.

7. Vienna State Opera Gala Evening
WHEN – 8 February 2017

WHERE – Emirates Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabi

There is more lined up for those who love live performance. One of the world’s 

best operas, performed by some of the greatest musicians in the world, are coming 

to town.

For its one-night appearance in Abu Dhabi, the Vienna State Opera will be 

performing in concert version one of its Season highlights: Mozart’s Masterpiece 

Don Giovanni.

The event will take place at the iconic Emirates Palace and tickets start at Dh30 for 

students and go up to Dh750 in the VVIP category.

the BOttOm LIne

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is renowned for her 
commissioned portraits of high profile individuals, including the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack 
Obama and others.

Welcoming a new year should involve new development plans that 
position the country for future growth

E
verybody wishes that this year 

will be better than the previous 

one. We all look forward that the 

days ahead of us will put an end 

to suffering and bring back stability and 

harmony to people’s lives.

I would honestly say that each episode 

has an origin, though descriptions and 

hearsay do differ most of the time. The 

origin is the same but it may be told by 

someone who exaggerates or by an 

honest narrator. However, the bottom line 

remains the same. A new year is always 

an occasion that brings new hope and 

aspirations. 

People usually condemn the past year 

and remember all the evils they have 

witnessed in it, generally overlooking 

the positive side. Therefore, the majority 

of people look forward to a better year 

ahead, which is something positive in 

itself because optimism is a necessity for 

secular as well as religious considerations. 

On the other hand, negative attitude 

affects physical and spiritual health and 

destroys self-confidence, which leads to 

stress, anxiety and several psychological 

problems and conditions.

coluMn

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

The key is to assimilate 
and learn from the past 
whilst we build on our 

successes

There is nothing wrong or shameful in 

being always optimistic, full of hope and 

positive about your expectations from 

the new year. There is nothing strange 

when those lean, exhausted bodies, hurt 

hearts and frustrated souls that suffer the 

hardships of everyday life grudgingly see 

off a year and hopefully receive another. 

Of course, the blame here is not on the 

year itself as a period of time, but rather on 

the incidents and calamities it brought about. 

We all have our stories and events in the 

past year. We remember it, recall it within 

ourselves or even with others as painful 

experiences that should be well learnt and 

avoided. We may also recall the happy 

moments and beautiful surprises and wish that 

they may be repeated. These are generally 

the mixed feelings we have as we say 

goodbye to one year and welcome another.

The idea then is how to deal with a 

departing year and welcome a new one? 

The key here is to be able to assimilate 

and learn from the lessons we have 

gone through whilst we build on our 

successes, opening our minds and hearts 

for new fields of knowledge, continuously 

developing our skills and tapping our 

inherent potential. Welcoming a new year 

should involve new development plans that 

position the country for future growth, and 

this is the bottom line.  
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A 
married life of 20 years had 

fallen apart for Basheer and 

his wife. Though the couple 

had three daughters and lived 

in the same house, they were no longer a 

family.

It wasn’t just that their relationship 

had become meaningless, but there was 

also frequent clashes at home, with the 

husband and wife throwing insults at each 

other and even trading blows occasionally.

Whilst there was no specific reason for 

the marriage breaking down, the murky 

situation at home set off a chain of events 

that ended with 40-year-old Basheer 

committing a horrific crime – he tried to 

strangle his eldest daughter to death.

Standing before the investigators, the 

accused confessed everything, showing 

signs of deep remorse. He said, “Yes, I’m 

the perpetrator, and my daughter is the 

victim. I confess that I tried to strangle and 

kill her by my two sinful criminal hands.”

As for why he did it, Basheer said, “I 

went mad, sir. I was a coward. When the 

mind is absent, life looks like a mirage. My 

cherished daughter is now in the hospital, 

and I am, from the point of view of the law, 

a criminal. Ironically, maybe I am, in the 

eyes of society, an innocent person.”

In his statement given to the Criminal 

Investigations Department and repeated 

at the court trial, Basheer said that he 

had committed two crimes: throwing his 

eldest daughter into the abyss of vice; and 

attempting to kill her.

This part of the story began when 

Basheer developed a habit of visiting a 

downtown brothel. He went to this place 

regularly and hired prostitutes by the hour. 

“I used to go there to indulge myself in an 

ambience of debauchery and lewdness. 

At these times, my mind went completely 

astray, and I entirely forgot my family. I 

spent all my money on brothels, like a 

farmer who scatters seeds. Almost all my 

salary was wasted on this illicit joy in less 

than one hour. A prostitute would take this 

money then she’d go to another client, 

leaving me sunk in remorse and torment.”

After every such visit to the brothel, 

Basheer felt repentant – as the lust ebbed, 

his conscience returned, reminding him 

that he had completely neglected his 

wife and daughters, not providing them 

even with food and money for other basic 

necessities. But then, he’d again return to 

the brothel, like an addict.

As he spoke, the accused shed tears 

of contrition. The judge asked him to 

continue.

Basheer wiped his tears and said, “I 

confess before you, sir, that I saw the nails 

of poverty rip the flesh of my wife and three 

daughters, but I never cared. My vehement 

resentment towards my wife prevented 

me from supporting her and our three 

daughters, who were still young. I preferred 

to waste my money on prostitutes rather 

than feed my wife and daughters.”

The judge asked why divorce had 

not been a solution. Basheer replied 

that though he wished for it, divorce 

was impossible for three reasons. He 

explained, “Half the house that I had 

bought is registered in my wife’s name, 

as she paid half the price with her own 

money, after receiving her share of her 

father’s legacy.

“I have no shelter, as all my relatives left 

this country years ago; and before they 

left, they had severed their ties with me, 

because I married a divorced woman.

“My wife begged me not to leave the 

house, as she and my daughters needed 

a man in the house to protect them and 

defend them against any intruder or 

molester.”

This arrangement of a marriage for the 

sake of appearance continued for a few 

years. During this period, the accused 

lived in the house ostensibly as a husband 

and parent; all along, he had his private 

life, and his wife and daughters lived their 

separate lives. “I didn’t even feed them, 

and never cared for them, even though 

my daughters were at a critical age,” said 

Basheer, drying a few tears again.

He told the judge, “I admit before your 

revered court, whilst I am fully aware 

and conscious, that I’m not eligible to be 

a father. I do not deserve to be called 

a father because it is responsibility 

of tenderness and manhood, which I 

neglected to perform.

Meanwhilst, to keep her daughters 

from starving, Basheer’s wife took up a 

small job in an embroidery business. The 

girls had to leave school, as there was no 

money to pay their fees. Basheer had a 

large salary but he just squandered them 

on temporal things.

On the night of the crime, Basheer 

recalled, “I entered the brothel, and as 

usual, sat in the reception. I ordered the 

brothel maid to bring me some wine, and 

then drank it. Then, I asked to see a new 

prostitute, with whom I’d spend the night. 

A few minutes later, I was shown into a 

room. And then, it was the biggest shock 

of my life! The new prostitute was my 

eldest daughter!” 

Her father’s utter neglect and the 

resulting dire poverty had pushed the girl 

into this trade. But Basheer was beyond 

thinking about all that.

“Suddenly, I felt that the whole universe 

was like a dot in my eyes, and that there 

were flames burning in my heart,” he said. 

“I lost my head, temper, mental equilibrium 

and everything in a few seconds. I wasn’t 

aware of myself when I attacked my 

daughter, trying to strangle her. I didn’t 

let go of her until other customers in the 

brothel rushed in, hearing her screams, 

and rescued her from my hands.”

The noise alerted another tenant in the 

same building, from where the brothel 

operated. This tenant called the police. A 

patrol came, promptly arrested Basheer 

and took his daughter to the hospital.

“I stand here before your justice,” 

Basheer said to the court. “Punish me in 

whatever way you see fit, for these two 

crimes. I don’t fear the fate that awaits 

me, as I completely deserve it. I know that 

I’ll not escape justice, and I deserve the 

severest punishment in the world.”

The court convicted Basheer of 

attempted murder, and sentenced him to 

prison for several years, to be followed by 

deportation. His eldest daughter and the 

other members of the brothel were also 

punished by jail and deportation, after 

being convicted of prostitution.

resentful of his wife, addicted to brothel visits, a man 
abandons his family, only to end uP trying to kill his 

eldest daughter
BY WaGih hassan

i spent all my 
money on brothels, 
like a farmer who 

scatters seeds

fAThER
noT fiT To bE A
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criMe Mysteries

February is the month oF romance, and lonely hearts are on the 
lookout For love. but as these crimes show, trying to pick a partner 

through online dating can have terrible consequences

DreaDful Dates
Security And Safety For All

As a young adult, Elliott McDermott targeted much younger 
girls by chatting them up on the Internet and then persuading 
them to meet him. His three victims weren’t old enough to give 
their consent even if they knew what they were doing.

McDermott, 19, made friends with these girls – and many 
others – through social networks. He then ‘groomed’ them to be 
his victims. ‘Child grooming’, as the UK charity NSPCC describes 
it, “is when someone builds an emotional connection with a child 
to gain their trust for the purposes of sexual abuse, sexual 
exploitation or trafficking”. So these young girls may have been 
led to believe that McDermott actually cared about them, which 
is why they’d agree to meet him.

His first victim was only 12 years of age – they met on 
Facebook. After chatting online, they exchanged numbers and 
arranged to meet in person. As per details that emerged later, 
McDermott went to the victim’s house and raped her. Then he 
asked her to meet him again, under the pretext that he had 
forgotten something at her house. They met again, and he took 
her to a field where he again raped her.

The second victim was 14, and she told McDermott during an 
online chat that she couldn’t get anyone to buy her cigarettes 

Who: elliott Mcdermott
Where: Manchester, uK
When: July 2012

Who: carl langdell
Where: Hertfordshire, uK
When: december 2015

Who: lashawn Johnson
Where: arizona, uS
When: april 2016

Her dream of finding Mr Right online led 24-year-old Angela Russo straight into the 
lair of a murderer, and her lifeless body ended up in a shallow grave in the desert.

Russo loved Disney movies; her favourite character was the Little Mermaid, who goes 
on an adventure in search of her prince. She probably saw herself in a similar light. Her 
mother said that Russo put up her profile on a dating website in search of romance. Five 
weeks after she went missing, her body was found in the desert.

Her mobile phone records showed that she had been messaging Lashawn Johnson 
Police found Johnson’s apartment, and his roommate led them to the location of the 
corpse. The suspect, when questioned, admitted that he and Russo texted each other and 
she was at his apartment just before she went missing. He also admitted that he had 
been near the site where her body was discovered, but claimed that he was doing some 
landscaping for a friend. 

In fact, Johnson had been on the run from the police for a different crime when the 
Russo murder was committed. Two bail bondsmen (people who put up bail bonds for 
criminals, in exchange for the guarantee that they’d appear in court) were chasing him 
and finding him very slippery. Strangely, Johnson called and turned himself in. His 
strategy was to make it look like he was already in custody when Russo was killed, thus 
giving himself an alibi. But the victim’s call records made him the prime suspect.

Who: Scott tyree
Where: Virginia, uS
When: January 2002

The body of 23-year-old Katie Locke, a school teacher, was 
found dumped within the grounds of a hotel. Investigators 
discovered that she had gone on a Christmas Eve date there 
with a man she had met online. Langdell and Locke met 
through a dating website and chatted for a couple of weeks 
before going on their first date. As far as she knew, he owned 
a law firm. In reality, he was a psychopath with violent 
fantasies that he wanted to bring to life.

He had been detained earlier and given a suspended 
sentence for making threats to kill. His date knew nothing of 
all this. 

On being questioned in the Locke murder case, Langdell 
refused to answer. But he was nailed on the basis of his 
admission to his mother that he had strangled his victim. He 
told his mother, “I wrapped her in a quilt, I put her in a trolley 
and took her to the grounds.” Before that, he had sex even 
with her dead body. At the trial, Langdell was sentenced to 26 
years in prison.

In the year 2001, 13-year-old Alicia Kozakiewicz made an 
online friend named “Christine,” a 14-year-old girl. “Christine” 
became a close friend of the bored and lonely Alicia – they 
shared girl talk and spoke about their teenage crushes. Alicia 
became so dependent on this friendship that a shocking 
discovery – this “Christine” was really a 31-year-old man named 
John but didn’t make her stop these chats. Next, John 
introduced Alicia to Scott Tyree. He also seemed friendly and 
respectful, someone Alicia could always chat with whenever 
there was a difficult moment in her life. Tyree’s attention and 
words of encouragement made her feel good about herself.

Over several months, Tyree became almost indispensable for 
Alicia, and then he began to bring sexual topics into their online 
chats. Exchange of messages led to the exchange of photos.

Finally, it was time to meet. And this was also the moment of 
disaster. Tyree kidnapped Alicia from outside her home on 
January 1, 2002. He drove five hours to his own home in 
Herndon, Virginia, where the girl was kept as a sex slave. For 
four days, he raped her, beat her, and posted those images of her 
extreme degradation for his online friends. On the fourth day, 
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and alcohol. He told her to meet him and forced her to give him 
sex in return for what she wanted.

This sexual predator was arrested when one of his victims went 
to the police. But then he got bail, and whilst out on bail, he 
picked his third victim, a girl of 13, through Facebook. He asked 
to meet her, and forced her into having sex at a park.

Arrested and tried, the perpetrator was sentenced to jail for six 
years. A police officer said that he was “every parent’s worst 
nightmare”.

Photo credit: www.crime-info.fr

Photo credit: Daily Mail UK

Tyree left her chained on the floor, telling her that at night he’d 
take her for a ride. Alicia thought he’d kill her.

Tyree’s plan, whatever it was, came undone when one online 
friend, to whom he had sent the captive Alicia’s image, went to 
the police with it. The FBI moved quickly, tracking down Tyree’s 
home address within hours, and rescued Alicia. Her kidnapper was 
arrested from his workplace. At the trial, he was given a 19-year 
jail sentence.

Photo credit: ABC15 News
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T
he family feud between Omani 

brothers Majid and Thuwaini had 

ended in 1860, through British 

intervention. Zanzibar separated 

from the Sultanate of Oman, but with the 

condition that Zanzibar would continue to 

send a financial tribute to Oman. 

Ten years after this settlement was 

reached, Majid died, and the rule of 

Zanzibar passed into the hands of another 

brother and former rival, Barghash bin Said, 

who remained in power from 1870 to 1888. 

The reign of this ruler was marked by 

stability and advancement in international 

relations. For example, he visited Britain in 

1875 on an official invitation from the British 

government. Also, Zanzibar under his 

rule was connected to a global telegraph 

network. In 1879, Barghash bin Said 

established a press in Zanzibar, known as 

the Sultani Press. It printed several volumes 

in literature, jurisprudence and religion, and 

published several newspapers.  

Many other initiatives were taken by 

Barghash bin Said – he ordered that 

the pilgrims of Zanzibar be transported 

to Hejaz by steamer; he ordered the 

construction of a majestic palace known 

as the ‘House of Wonders’, and made it his 

court; and he built a gigantic clock in one 

of the main squares of the city of Dar-es-

Salaam.

During his era, the treasury of Zanzibar 

stopped paying the annual financial tribute 

of 40,000 crowns to the Ruler of Oman. 

In 1888, Barghash bin Said passed away 

when he was sailing back home from 

Oman. It was the same way that his father, 

Sultan Said, died. Barghash was buried in 

Zanzibar beside the grave of his father. 

Abolition of slavery
Barghash had inherited a lot of traits from 

his father – he was ambitious and active; 

his morals were noble; and he had mastery 

over the affairs handled by a ruler.

Following his death, his brother Khalifa 

bin Said bin Sultan became the ruler on 

March 26, 1888. This ruler stayed in power 

for less than two years, passing away 

on February 13, 1890. Amongst his most 

notable achievements in this short span of 

time was a decree abolishing slavery and 

dealing with the attempts of Germany and 

Belgium to gain a foothold on the Eastern 

coast of Africa. 

history

TUSSLE ovER 
ZAnZibAR

the east aFrican territory seParated From oman, resulting in a long Period 
oF Peace. but then, there was another round oF rivalry amongst arab 

claimants to Power
BY Dr Falih hanDhal

Khalifa bin Said bin Sultan was 

succeeded by his brother Ali bin Said 

bin Sultan, who ruled Zanzibar till 1893. 

The rule of Ali bin Said was recognised 

by Britain and a number of European 

countries; however, he faced internal 

troubles and rebellions from the native 

African tribes. He was also trying to stave 

off German interference; and here, he 

asked for help from the British. 

In June 1890, Britain released an order 

of trusteeship for Zanzibar, and Germany 

recognised this decision, after it obtained 

a concession from Zanzibar regarding 

some regions on Mafia Island, a part of 

the Zanzibar archipelago, against four 

million Deutsche mark. Ali formed a new 

government and assigned its chairmanship 

to Sir Lloyd Mathews. 

New rivals
Ali bin Said passed away on March 5, 

1893, and was succeeded by Hamad bin 

Thuwaini. It is noteworthy in this context that 

his father, Thuwaini bin Said, ruled Oman 

and Zanzibar as a successor of his father, 

Sultan Said bin Sultan. During the rule of 

Thuwaini bin Said, Zanzibar seceded from 

Oman and went totally under the control 

of Majid bin Said. Therefore, Hamad bin 

Thuwaini taking the throne of Zanzibar was 

like family politics coming full circle.

But before the rule of Hamad bin 

Thuwaini could be announced, a rival 

emerged. This was his relative, Khalid 

bin Barghash, son of the former ruler of 

Zanzibar.

Khalid tried to occupy the palace of the 

ruler, but the British troops opened fire on 

him and drove him away. The people of 

Zanzibar remember this aborted coup as 

the shortest military battle in their history – 

it lasted only for 25 minutes.  

There was consensus that Hamad bin 

Thuwaini should rule Zanzibar, and he was 

announced as ruler only a few hours after 

the death of his predecessor, Ali bin Said.

Hamad signed a new treaty with Britain, 

whose terms allowed the latter to oversee 

the properties of the Arab ruler on African 

land. This was profitable for Britain. After 

it won the supervision rights, Italy rented 

a number of East African ports controlled 

by the British Imperial Company by paying 

250,000 pounds, and several properties in 

Kenya by paying 11,000 pounds, in addition 

to paying 6,000 pounds as interest. 

Return of the rebel
Hamad bin Thuwaini passed away on 

August 28, 1896, after being in power for 

more than three years. He is described as 

a highly cultivated man and an illustrious 

name in Arab literature.

Once again, the rebel Khalid bin 

Barghash made another attempt to 

seize power. He captured the palace 

and declared himself ruler of Zanzibar. 

Two days later, on August 30, 1896, the 

British authorities sent him an ultimatum 

to evacuate the palace within two 

hours. However, Khalid did not respond. 

Consequently, the British Navy opened 

artillery fire on the palace and the city. The 

bombardment ruined the palace, and killed 

a large number of the city residents. Khalid 

managed to flee and sought asylum in the 

German diplomatic mission.

The Germans accepted his request. He 

was then sent to Dar-es-Salaam, until the 

Britain occupied that place in 1916. Khalid 

surrendered to the British troops, who sent 

him to Seychelles, then to the Island of 

Saint Helena, and then to Mombasa, where 

he lived until his death in 1927.

As for the rule in Zanzibar, Hamad bin 

Thuwaini was succeeded by Hammoud 

bin Mohammed bin Said. In the aftermath 

of the destruction of Zanzibar following 

Khalid’s coup attempt, the British tightened 

their grip on the situation there. Direct 

British control covered all official, military 

forces and executive aspects of this 

territory. 

In 1901, the British administrator in 

Zanzibar, Sir Lloyd Mathews, passed away, 

and was succeeded by an official named 

Rogers. A year later, on July 18, 1902, 

Hammoud bin Mohammed bin Said passed 

away, and the seat of power fell vacant 

once more.

The people of Zanzibar 
remember this aborted 

coup as the shortest 
military battle in their 
history – it lasted only 

for 25 minutes
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Running results in better neural connectivity
It’s not just your body that gets a workout, but your neurons do, too

Sunlight fires up germ-fighting cells

health news

HOW have you been doing so far with your 

New Year’s resolutions? If you need one 

more reason to start going for a daily run, 

here it is. 

Science had shown earlier that certain 

activities – like playing a musical instrument 

or playing golf or racquet sports – changed 

the brain. These are activities that require 

accurate motor control and sometimes a 

high degree of hand-eye co-ordination. 

Running, which involves repetitive 

movements rather than precision motor 

control, wasn’t thought to have a similar 

effect. But new research by the University 

of Arizona, published in the journal Frontiers 

in Human Neuroscience, has revealed 

that runners’ brains also experience some 

changes.

David Raichlen, associate professor of 

anthropology, co-designed a study with 

psychology professor Gene Alexander. 

They compared the magnetic resonance 

imaging (MRI) brain scans of adult male 

cross-country runners with that of adult 

males who had no regular physical activity 

for at least one year. The participants were 

18-25 years of age and all of them – active 

or sedentary – had similar body mass index 

and education levels.

The scans captured how the brains 

of participants worked whilst they were 

awake and not doing anything specific. The 

research team found that the active group 

displayed greater connections in different 

brain areas. These areas included the frontal 

cortex, which deals with cognitive functions.

Raichlen pointed out that even an 

apparently repetitive athletic activity 

involved “many complex cognitive 

functions – like planning and decision-

making” and this would likely have an 

impact on the brain. He added, “…We know 

that there are things that you do across 

your lifespan that can impact what happens 

as you age, so it’s important to understand 

what’s happening in the brain at these 

younger ages.” 

Athletic activity resulting in better neural 

connectivity at a young age could mean a 

fitter brain as one gets older. Time to grab 

the running shoes, then.

THE main benefit of sunlight is supposed to be the creation of 

Vitamin D in the body, strengthening our bones. New findings 

suggest that sunlight has another major benefit – the traditional 

wisdom that sunlight is the best disinfectant is true, even for the 

human body.

Scientists at the Georgetown University Medical Center, US, 

have discovered that sunlight also energises T cells, which have 

a central role in human immunity. This is something separate from 

the Vitamin D production.

“We all know sunlight provides Vitamin D, which is suggested 

to have an impact on immunity, amongst other things. But what 

we found is a completely separate role of sunlight on immunity,” 

said senior researcher Gerard Ahern, associate professor in the 

Department of Pharmacology and Physiology.

Following exposure to blue light, found in sun rays, the T cells 

moved faster, the team found. “T cells, whether they are helper 

or killer, need to move to do their work, which is to get to the site 

of an infection and orchestrate a response,” said Ahern. “This 

study shows that sunlight directly activates key immune cells by 

increasing their movement.”

The number of T cells in the human skin is almost twice that in 

the blood. Therefore, getting some sun on your skin – though not 

the burning midday sun – will probably keep infections at bay.
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How do social media make you feel? 

Positive outlook helps improve longevity
DON’T bother with the detox juices and 

complicated self-help advice. Just retain 

a joyful outlook if you wish to live a long 

and healthy life. Researchers from the 

University College London in the United 

Kingdom published their findings in The 

BMJ, taking a previous study further. 

Their aim was to analyse if a sustained 

enjoyment of life, reported regularly over 

SOCIAL networks loom large in our lives – 

and nothing looms larger than Facebook. 

But the network that allows one to gather 

hundreds of ‘friends’ appear to also 

trigger anxiety and stress. ‘Social media 

depression’ has, therefore, become a catch 

phrase of our times.

The phrase was coined around the 

beginning of this decade, when the 

American Academy of Pediatrics talked 

about it. The AAP said it was: “Depression 

that develops when pre-teens and teens 

spend a great deal of time on social media 

sites, such as Facebook, and then begin to 

exhibit classic symptoms of depression.”

What are the feelings associated with 

this? Depression, low self-esteem, and 

jealousy. And why does it happen? Social 

comparison. The glossed up lives of friends 

and acquaintances can be depressing for 

young people who themselves don’t have 

such a life.

Researchers at Lancaster University in 

the UK recently reviewed some 30 study 

papers on the link between social networks 

and depression. Their finding was that 

16 per cent of the studies showed a link 

between social networks and depression; 6 

in Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social 

Networking, said that comparing oneself 

with others could lead to “rumination” or 

overthinking. Obsession with one’s virtual 

identity, envy, excessive interaction, and 

seeing oneself a negative light created a 

dangerous cocktail for the mind. 

per cent indicated that the networks had a 

positive impact; and 13 per cent showed no 

significant influence.

Their UK findings suggest that in the 

cases where social media did cause 

depression, social comparison acted as 

a strong trigger. The research, published 

years, had a stronger correlation with 

mortality than enjoyment reported once.

The study included 9,365 adults with an 

average age of 63 years. Their enjoyment 

of life was assessed three times at two-

year intervals between 2002 and 2006 

through questionnaires. The association 

with mortality was evaluated up to the year 

2013.

During the follow-up period, it was found 

that of the recorded 1,310 deaths, the rate 

of death was much higher amongst people 

who rarely found life enjoyable. Compared 

with this group, the risk of death from all 

causes was 17 per cent lower amongst 

people who reported two instances of high 

enjoyment of life and 24 per cent lower in 

those reporting three such instances. 
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

gadgets

2-in-1 gaming
Non-stop gaming indoors or outdoors – that’s more or less 
the promise of the Nintendo Switch, arriving in stores early in 
March (and available for pre-order now). It’s an extremely 
agile 2-in-1 gaming gadget, both a console and a portable, 
depending on what you want it to be. The main item is a tablet 
with a 6.2-inch, 720p touchscreen that can be docked and 
connected to your television set, letting you play games in 
high-definition. When you want to play in another room or go 
out of the house, just detach it from the dock, attack a Joy-
Con controller on each side, and the game smoothly moves to 
the hand-held gadget. The Joy-Cons can be used separately 
by two players as well.
The new console is powered by a custom Nvidia chip, has 32 
GB of internal storage, expandable via micro SD card, and is 
expected to last for six hours per charge. Launch titles for 

magic paper
The highly desirable new Polaroid Pop Instant Camera comes 
loaded with hi-tech paper in which colour crystals are 
already embedded. When a photo is taken, the camera’s ink-
free Zero Ink (ZINK) Printing technology uses heat to 
activate these dye crystals, producing a neat 3”X4” 
rectangle of smudge-proof, full-colour, high-quality image. 
One photo prints in less than a minute. The ZINK Paper is 
adhesive-backed, so the newly printed photo can be 
immediately put up for display on a wooden / metallic / 
plastic surface. 
The camera has a 20 megapixel 
CMOS sensor, image stabilisation, 
and dual LED flash. There’s built-in 
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth; a big 
touchscreen; 1080p video 
capability; and microSD card 
storage. The Polaroid camera 
can even function as a 
printer for images stored 
on any other device, 
connecting with that 
wirelessly. This gadget is 
officially arriving in a 
few months; time to 
start saving up. 

Website: www.polaroid.com
Price: TBA

all-rounder 
laptop 
Going a step further than the popular original XPS 13, the 
new Dell XPS 13 2-in-1 Laptop has a hinge that lets the 
InfinityEdge display work in several different modes: 
laptop, tablet, and tent. An optional stylus makes it easy 
to carry out tasks, coupled with the touch screen 
functionality. The laptop has Intel’s latest Core M 
processor, two USB Type C ports, a machined aluminium 
shell, carbon fibre palm rest, and the choice of a Full HD or 
Quad HD+ display. 

Website: www.dell.com
Price: From $1,000 (Dh3,673)
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Super cinema 
experience
It’s always nice to have a little device that can turn a blank sheet 
into a cinema screen. Compact and light, weighing only 2.1kg, the 
LG ProBeam Projector is home theatre on the cheap. The 
projector uses laser engine to deliver Full HD picture that’s 
brighter and sharper in detail than what one gets from LED 
projectors. The projected image goes up to 2,000 lumens in 
brightness, making the device suitable for spaces with different 
levels of light. The Sound Sync Adjustment lets you send audio 
wirelessly over Bluetooth; Miracast support enables direct 
streaming from the mobile; and the built-in webOS allows for 
streaming for Netflix, YouTube etc.

Website: www.lg.com/us
Price: TBA

a thing of beauty
Known for their design and the sound quality of their gadgets, the 
people at Bang & Olufsen have come up with the Brass Collection, 
inspired by the Art Deco school. The warm pale golden tone of the 
collection elevates this portable, wireless beauty, named Beosound 
1, to the level of art. The range goes up to Beolab 90 speakers.

Website: www.bang-olufsen.com/en
Price: TBA
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Switch buyers include the highly-anticipated game The 
Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild.

Website: www.nintendo.com
Price: $300 (Dh1,101)

Jaw-dropping 
SpecS
This insanely well-designed TV comes with equally 
impressive features. The Sony XBR-A1E Bravia OLED 
TV has eight million self-illuminating pixels, fantastic 
viewing angles, HDR support, and the richest black 
levels. The TV screen is supported by a sleek kickstand, 
the type that props up desktop photo frames, and this 
stand neatly holds processors, inputs, and a subwoofer, 
all out of view. And the speakers? Sony’s astonishing 
technology lets the whole screen emit sound, so that 
the audio and the visual are completely unified. The TV 
comes in 55”, 65”, and 75” models. Despite such a 
massive screen, the television set’s power 
consumption is frugal, as the Dynamic Backlight Control 
keeps adjusting backlight brightness as picture content 
changes; and the Power Saving Mode also saves 
energy by adjusting backlight brightness.

Website: www.sony.com
Price: TBA
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Title: Love Hurts: Buddhist Advice for 
the Heartbroken
Author: Lodro Rinzler
Publisher: Shambhala
Price: $12.95 (Dh47.97) (Paperback)

In this month of love, hearts that have been 

broken may find it hard to cope. Buddhism 

can help. The Buddhist way of life has 

answers to a lot of agonised questions about 

suffering, including suffering in love. The 

author tells us: the millennia-old teachings of 

the enlightened one are the ultimate antidote 

for emotional pain. Consider this book to be 

a “short and compact first-aid kit for a broken 

heart”. It’s a great, practical handbook of 

survival for anyone who’s facing a tough time.

The leading lights of a London-based crime-

fighting unit established in the mid-20th 

century, Arthur Bryant and John May aren’t 

quite Holmes and Watson, but they’re brilliant 

and unconventional and kind of fun. Their job 

is to investigate anything that might cause 

a national scandal. In this 14th novel of the 

series, the Peculiar Crimes Unit faces a most 

baffling case – the body of a woman has 

been discovered in the river Thames, close 

to the Tower of London; she was chained to a 

stone post and left to drown. What’s curious 

is that only one set of footprints leads to the 

scene of crime. The victim, dubbed “The 

Body in the river
Title: Bryant & May: Strange Tide
Author: Christopher Fowler 
Publisher: Bantam
Price: $27 (Dh99.17) (Hardcover)

Title: The Kindness Challenge: 
Thirty Days to Improve Any 
Relationship
Author: Shaunti Feldhahn
Publisher: WaterBrook
Price: $19.99 (Dh73.42) (Hardcover)

Superpower within you
Even as the world gets 
smaller and smaller, thanks 
to technology, the same 
developments are making it 
hard to navigate. Information 
travels at a speed beyond 
imagination now, with many 
varying consequences. As the 
Internet changes things almost 
on a daily basis, it’s necessary 
to stay apace in order to survive. 
The authors present nine 
organising principles for getting 
ahead in this tumultuous period. 
From strategically embracing 
risks to drawing inspiration 
from your existing networks, 
you can rethink your approach 
to everything. The book has 
case studies, research and 
philosophies from the MIT Media 
Lab and more.

Title: Whiplash: How to Survive 
Our Faster Future
Authors: Joi Ito, Jeff Howe 
Publisher: Grand Central 
Publishing
Price: $28 (Dh102.85) (Hardcover)

Staying apace

Title: Life on Earth: Understanding 
Who We Are, How We Got Here, and 
What May Lie Ahead
Author: Mike Dooley
Publisher: Hay House
Price: $24.99 (Dh91.79) (Hardcover)

big questions 
answered

Top detectives at work, the one superpower to change the world, and the secrets of the rich 
and famous that you can use – all in these pages

Mend your soul 

Title: Even Dogs in the Wild
Author: Ian Rankin
Publisher: Back Bay Books (Reprint 
edition)
Price: $15.99 (Dh58.73)

And Rebus returns

Great detectives don’t really retire; they 

just come out of it when required. So, a 

character as fascinating and successful 

as John Rebus couldn’t just fade out of 

the crime scene. His former protégé, 

Detective Inspector Siobhan Clarke, 

is in a bit of trouble – she has a very 

important investigation on her hands, 

the death of a senior government 

prosecutor, and she has to close it 

fast. But the death is very puzzling, 

and Clarke can’t bring all the threads 

together. And then there’s Malcolm Fox, 

who has been assigned to a thankless 

task, working with a team that doesn’t 

trust him. Both of them need to crack 

the prosecutor homicide case in order 

to regain their footing. They need help, 

and Rebus, restless after his retirement, 

is ready to give it. Guess who also needs 

his help? The veteran gangster “Big Ger” 

Cafferty, an old ‘frenemy’ of Rebus. Now 

people on the opposite sides of the law 

must act together in this thrilling mystery.

Presumably, when we can take a break 

from social media and our little lives, a 

few big questions cross our minds. What’s 

happening in the world? What’s real? 

What matters? How should we make 

our choices? Much of what’s happening 

today doesn’t make sense, as all the old 

certainties vanish and social ties are cut. 

The author, a finance professional turned 

thought leader, finds answers to these 

fundamental questions. One such answer 

is that we all have a higher self within that 

predates this life and will live beyond it. 

This higher self knows more than we do 

at the “street level”. The book is written 

in the form of a journal, in which Dooley 

asks what’s on his mind during pivotal 

Problems in your relationships, romantic 

or otherwise, public or private? What 

they lack, perhaps, is a little of kindness, 

a quality that’s so rare these days that 

it leaves us awestruck when we see 

it. We need it around partners, friends, 

colleagues and even strangers. Most 

of us want to be kind, but we often end 

up being angry. How to reverse that? 

Bestselling writer Shaunti Feldhahn 

believes that kindness is a superpower 

that can change any relationship, make 

life easier and better, and transform our 

culture. In this book, she explores three 

simple acts that make all the difference in 

any relationship; whether kindness is ever 

the wrong approach; the seven ways you 

may be unkind without realising it; types of 

kindness, and which might be the best fit 

for you; practical ways to keep going when 

being kind is tough; and how kindness can 

transform the world.

Bride in the Tide” by the London press, gives 

Bryant & May their toughest challenge yet. 

To make matters worse, the lurking madness 

in Bryant comes closer to the surface as he 

begins hallucinating that he has travelled back 

in time to solve the case.

times in his life. He takes on topics such 

as: why and how to see through the 

“illusions” of life on earth; how to make 

sense of natural disasters and manmade 

tragedies; living deliberately, creating 

consciously, and finding your power; 

wealth, relationships, “past lives,” and the 

evolution of consciousness; the ultimate 

reason for life on earth and elsewhere. A 

deeply philosophical and spiritual book 

that can lift us above the bewildering 

chaos of our times.
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Movies

new international movie releases coming soon 
to a cinema near you

Live by Night

COLLiDe

Director: Ben affleck
starring: Ben affleck, elle fanning, 
BrenDan gleeson, chris messina, sienna miller, Zoe salDana 
anD chris cooper
movie type: crime, thriller

Director: eran creevy 
starring: nicholas hoult, felicity Jones, anthony 
hopkins, Ben kingsley
movie type: action, thriller

Set in the roaring ‘20s when Prohibition hasn’t 
stopped the flow of booze in an underground 
network of gangster-run speakeasies. The 
opportunity to gain power and money is there for any 
man with enough ambition and nerve and Joe 
Coughlin, the son of the Boston Police 
Superintendent, long ago turned his back on his strict 

A young couple faces a dire fate when a heist goes 
wrong. Casey Stein (Hoult) has to make a lot of 
money quickly when his girl Juliette (Jones) is 
diagnosed with a major illness. The treatment is 
expensive and Casey must return to his old life in 
crime to save his girl. Left with no choice, he calls his 
former employer, the drug smuggler Geran 

the LegO bAtMAN MOvie ROCK DOg

JOhN WiCK: ChAPteR 2

Director: ash Brannon
voices: luke wilson, eDDie iZZarD, 
J.k. simmons, lewis Black, kenan 
thompson, mae whitman
movie type: comeDy, family, 
animation

Director: chaD stahelski 
starring: keanu reeves, common, ruBy 
rose, riccarDo scamarcio, peter 
stormare, ian mcshane 
movie type: action, sequel

Batman broods a bit too much, doesn’t 
he? Well, not in the Lego universe. He’s 
still a bit wary of getting touchy-feely and 
acknowledging anything like a family. But the 
adopted orphan Robin is an excitable lad, and 
his enthusiasm for getting into costume can’t 
be ignored. This time, when Gotham City is 
threatened, the masked vigilante has to get 
used to the idea of teamwork – with two new 
partners, Robin and the police commissioner, 
he’s not only a stronger crime-fighter but may 
even warm up to making friends. A fun film 
for young viewers, especially if they already 
happen to be Lego fans.

When a radio falls from 
the sky into the hands of a 
wide-eyed Tibetan mastiff, 
he leaves home to fulfil 
his dream of becoming a 
musician, setting into motion 
a series of completely 
unexpected events. Two 
of the stars had previously 
provided voices to a main 
character in the Avatar: The 
Last Airbender franchise. 
Mae Whitman, who does 
the voice of Darma, did the 
voice of Katara in Avatar: The Last Airbender and J.K. 
Simmons, who does the voice of Khampa, did the voice 
of Tenzin in its sequel series The Legend of Korra.

A CURe FOR WeLLNeSS 

PAtieNt ZeRO

the gReAt WALL

Director: gore verBinski 
starring: Dane Dehaan, mia goth, Jason isaacs, celia imrie, 
susanne wuest, carl lumBly 
movie type: thriller, psychological, thriller, supernatural 

Director: stefan ruZowitZky 
starring: natalie Dormer, stanley 
tucci, matt smith, clive stanDen, 
John BraDley, agyness Deyn
movie type: action, horror, thriller

Director: yimou Zhang 
starring: matt Damon, peDro pascal, willem Dafoe, anDy 
lau, tian Jing, ryan cheng 
movie type: action, aDventure, Drama, thriller, 3D

This mind-bending psycho-thriller is almost 
Hitchcockian, a very different film from Gore 
Verbinski, best known for the Pirates of the 
Caribbean series. But those who have watched 
Verbinski’s The Ring wouldn’t be surprised at the 
horrors he can conjure up, without it being fully 
clear if what’s happening is real or imagined. A 
young executive (DeHaan) is sent to fetch his 

This is the kind of dystopian 
film that looks entirely within 
the realm of possibility, 
given the current scenario of 
superbugs and killer at large. 
In this thriller, humanity is 
battling intelligent, adrenaline-
fuelled creatures born from a 
viral super-strain. After being 
bitten, human survivor Morgan 
(Matt Smith) realises that he is 
asymptomatic – meaning, he 
isn’t infected – and that he can 
communicate with the infected 
creatures. This naturally makes 
him the chief instrument in 
humanity’s hunt to find a cure.

It had to happen sometime – a movie in which 
the Great Wall of China is the biggest star. 
And so comes this epic from Yimou Zhang, 
best known in the international markets for 
House of Flying Daggers. A mercenary warrior 
(Matt Damon) is captured by the Chinese 
on suspicion of being a thief, even though 
he claims to have come for trade. He is 
imprisoned within The Great Wall along with 
two other non-Chinese captives. And here, he 

His work in The Matrix series has 
overshadowed almost everything 
that Keanu Reeves has done after 
that. Which is why his performance as 
an angry and disillusioned but upright 
police officer in the superlative Street 
Kings went nearly unnoticed. The 
character of John Wick, which has 
that quality of a basically good man 
with a ruthless and dark side, fits the 
actor like a glove. In the first film, the 
ex-hitman comes out of retirement 
when a bunch of gangsters steals his 
car and kills his beloved dog. The 
enemies get the message: you don’t 
mess with John Wick. This time, the 
action moves to Rome, everything 
happening at a still more breakneck 
speed.
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(Kingsley). His job is to steal a truck full of 
contraband, get it to Geran, and take the money. 
But the operation doesn’t go well – now Casey is 
on the run from a ruthless gang headed by mob 
boss Hagen (Hopkins). The mob tracks down 
Juliette. Casey races to save her, trying to survive a 
spectacular car chase and gunfight.

Director: chris mckay 
voices: will arnett, michael cera, Zach 
galifianakis, rosario Dawson, ralph fiennes, 
mariah carey
movie type: action, comeDy, animation, spin-off, 
superhero

upbringing for the spoils of being an outlaw. But even 
among criminals there are rules and Joe breaks a big 
one: crossing a powerful mob boss by stealing his 
money and his moll. The fiery affair ends in tragedy, 
setting Joe on a path of revenge, ambition, romance 
and betrayal that propels him out of Boston and up the 
ladder of Tampa’s steamy rum-running underworld.

discovers why the wall was built in the first 
place, the blood-thirsty creatures that it keeps 
out. As legions of marauding beasts attack 
the massive wall, the mercenary realises that 
for once, here’s a battle worth fighting for, 
and so he offers his outstanding fighting skills 
to the Chinese army. Trailers show scenes 
of almost supernatural acrobatics by the 
lead characters, the sort for which big-ticket 
Chinese action films are famous.

company’s CEO from an idyllic but mysterious 
“wellness centre” in the Swiss Alps. He soon 
suspects that the spa’s treatments are more 
terrifying than miraculous – no one ever leaves 
this place. After an accident, the young man 
himself becomes a patient at the spa, becoming 
fully immersed – literally – in the insanity that 
masquerades as therapy.
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Gardens need to be more water-efficient

UAE rolls out wildlife campaign through virtual reality Cheetahs on the verge of extinction 

Robin Hood’s tree faces fracking challenge

FOR a desert country dependent 

on expensive desalination, the UAE 

has a very high per capita water 

IN keeping with the times, the UAE Ministry 

of Climate Change and Environment has 

taken its awareness campaign to the world 

of virtual reality.

A campaign titled ‘Beautiful in the Wild’ 

highlights wildlife trafficking through VR 

headsets. These are to be made available 

in public places, mainly shopping malls 

and also the country’s major international 

airports. Anyone can put on a VR headset 

and have an immersive experience, 

learning about wildlife and how the illegal 

trade threatens their existence.

The HoloLens technology (from 

Microsoft) is a self-contained, holographic 

computer that makes a user feel as if 

they’re part of the environment that they’re 

observing.

At the recent campaign inauguration 

at Abu Dhabi airport, Dr Thani Ahmed 

Al Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate Change 

and Environment, told the media, 

“Conservation of the ecosystem is one 

of the most important responsibilities 

we have as a nation and as human 

beings. Unfortunately, we still see certain 

harmful practices, such as the illegal 

trade in endangered animals, that cause 

an imbalance to the ecosystem and 

EVEN the fastest land animal may not be 

able to outrun extinction, unless habitat 

loss caused by the exploding human 

population is controlled immediately.

With all the attention focused on rhinos, 

elephants and tigers, keystone species 

that are close to being wiped out, we had 

missed seeing how cheetah numbers 

have crashed – this fact came to light 

recently, when a study on the subject was 

published in the journal Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences at the end 

of December.

Only 7,100 cheetahs are left globally, as 

per the findings of the study led by the 

Zoological Society of London, Panthera 

and the Wildlife Conservation Society. 

The animals have lost 91 per cent of their 

traditional habitat, with Asian cheetahs 

suffering the most. 

As of now, the cheetah is listed as 

‘vulnerable’ on the IUCN (International 

Union for Conservation of Nature) Red List 

of Threatened Species. The study authors 

recommended putting the animal on the 

‘endangered’ list for better awareness and 

international conservation support.

Lead author Dr Sarah Durant said, 

“Given the secretive nature of this elusive 

cat, it has been difficult to gather hard 

information on the species, leading to 

its plight being overlooked. Our findings 

gardens of private villas, isn’t native to 

the desert environment and it’s very 

water-intensive. A far better alternative 

is to have plants that are naturally 

water-efficient and resistant to high 

temperatures.

“The water consumption in the UAE 

is so high because it takes into account 

both indoor and outdoor use,” said Dr 

Mohammed Dawood of the Environment 

Agency Abu Dhabi. He said that 

residents of apartment buildings used 

water the same as anywhere else in the 

world, but the villas used much more 

than that.

Tanzeed Alam of the Emirates Wildlife 

Society said that the UAE had much room 

to develop ways to curb water usage 

generally and for gardens specifically. 

These ways could include financial 

incentives for lower consumption.

trend of keeping exotic pets is pushing 

many species towards extinction – even 

when poachers catch them alive, the 

animals rarely thrive or survive in captivity; 

very often, the animals die while being 

transported to the destination market.

The UAE has been a part of the 

Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species since 1990. 

a larger hunting area and abundant 

prey – but both space and prey numbers 

are under severe pressure from human 

encroachment and overhunting of prey 

species. Apart from habitat loss, cheetahs 

also face danger from animal traffickers.

Durant said that “concerted action” 

was needed to reverse the way land use 

was changing in Africa. As of now, 77 per 

cent of cheetah habitat is not protected, 

which has led to this massive decline in 

numbers.

consumption. Experts have said that a 

part of this can be attributed to lawn 

maintenance. Grass, the type seen in 
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adversely impact our environment. The 

UAE government considers wildlife an 

important aspect of its heritage and sees 

the protection of endangered species as 

its top priority.”

The VR campaign, which is in English 

and Arabic, makes people aware of how 

wild animals should stay in the wild, and 

shouldn’t be used as exotic pets. The 

show that the large space requirements 

for cheetah, coupled with the complex 

range of threats faced by the species in 

the wild, mean that it is likely to be much 

more vulnerable to extinction than was 

previously thought.”

The cheetah is extremely fast, but not 

as strong as other big cats, which leads 

to often losing its prey to lions, hyenas 

and even vultures in Africa. This means 

the cheetah doesn’t get to keep every 

prey that it catches. That, in turn, requires 

THE tree that, according to legend, sheltered 

Robin Hood and his merry men is one of 

the notable residents of Sherwood Forest. 

Today, however, it’s facing a threat from 

‘fracking’, a disruptive process of extracting 

petrochemicals.

A fracking company that got 21 exploratory 

licences in the UK, plans to carry out a 

seismic survey for shale gas reserves, and 

this exploration could take place within 200m 

of the 1,000-year-old tree named Major Oak.

Campaigners want the fracking plans 

cancelled. They fear Robin Hood’s folklore 

shelter the Major Oak could be at risk.

Fracking is the process of drilling down 

into the earth before a high-pressure water 

mixture is directed at the rock to release the 

gas inside.
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China to ban ivory trade this year

Tech tool aims to curb EU food wastage

CHINA gave the world tremendous 

optimism for 2017 as the country 

announced that it would ban all ivory 

trade and processing activities within 

12 months. The declaration was hailed 

as “historic” and a “game-changer” for 

elephants.

This declaration followed a resolution 

at the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in 

South Africa a few months ago, calling 

for the shutting down of all domestic 

ivory markets. 

Giving out details of the intended 

ban, China’s State Council said that 

commercial processing and sale of 

ivory would stop by March 31, and 

following that, all registered traders 

would be phased out, leading to a 

complete end to the market by the end 

of 2017.

The World Wide Fund for Nature 

said that this move would be “a major 

boost to international efforts to tackle 

the elephant poaching crisis in Africa”. 

Another organisation praised China for 

showing “great leadership”.

FOOD wastage is a massive global 

problem, leading to overexploitation of 

the land, pollution from disposal, and a 

tragic scenario of starvation for many and 

over-abundance for a few. 

According to the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), 

about one-third of all the food produced 

in the world for human consumption every 

Mega-cities chewing through farmlands

Spring arrives on Madrid buses

HOW to cultivate enough to feed a 

growing population whilst also making 

way for expanding cities? That’s going 

to be the big question for the coming 

decades. A new study has predicted that 

by the year 2030, the world’s urban areas 

will grow three times, eating into land 

now being farmed.

Croplands mostly lie just outside 

cities, and as these cities expand, 

farming suffers. This is the irony of the 

human settlement pattern – the earliest 

settlements came up where the land 

was the most fertile, but with rapid 

urbanisation, this very productive land 

is being damaged, defeating the very 

purpose of those first settlements.

Felix Creutzig from the Mercator 

Research Institute on Global Commons 

and Climate Change in Berlin, Germany, is 

the lead author of the paper, published in 

the Proceedings of the National Academy 

of Sciences. As per the study data, the 

expansion of mega-cities would cause 

an average global dip of 3-4 per cent in 

agricultural production. The interesting 

THE public transport system in the Spanish 

capital is getting seriously green – now 

buses aren’t just going to ferry passengers, 

but their roofs will also serve as flowerbeds. 

Apart from visual relief, the mobile roof-

top gardens would soak up some carbon 

dioxide from the atmosphere. Similar 

gardens will be created atop bus shelters. 

This plan was chosen out of hundreds of 

entries on improving the city’s environment. 

Under the pilot project, buses on two routes in 

Madrid – No 27 and No 34 – will be decked 

up with plants. Each garden will be made with 

metallic meshes and sustainable materials that 

can withstand movement and not leak water. 
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year is lost or wasted; and every year, 

people in rich countries waste about 222 

million tonnes of food. 

Looking at how this wastage can be 

stopped, or at least minimised, researcher 

Kristina Liljestrand from the Chalmers 

University of Technology, Sweden, has 

created tech tools specific to supply 

chains. Her aim is to cut both food waste 

and the environmental impact of food 

transport in the European Union (EU). The 

estimated cost of food wastage in the EU 

was €143 billion (Dh543.54bn) in 2012. 

“The amount of food that’s thrown away 

nowadays is incredible,” said Liljestrand. 

“Most food waste comes from consumers, 

but the amount lost in the logistics 

systems comes in a close second. By 

tweaking the logistics systems, we can 

ensure that the food maintains good 

quality and lasts as long as possible when 

it reaches the store.”

Liljestrand is tackling food waste with 

some novelty; though there’s much 

discussion around this, few people have 

looked at logistics improvement. “The 

logistics systems are what bind everything 

together, from production of the food 

products to the products sitting on the 

store shelves. We need to understand 

how to work here to reduce food waste,” 

she said. 

Her plan is based on nine measures 

that have been devised after studying the 

way Swedish producers, wholesalers and 

retailers work.

thing is that whilst the average loss of 

crops may not look so bad, there are 

regions where the impact would be much 

greater than average. In Africa and Asia, 

the croplands would be hit the hardest, as 

the populations and city-centric economies 

in these continents are growing.

Staple crops like maize, rice, soya 

bean, and wheat are cultivated in the 

areas that look set to be swallowed up 

by urban growth. If their production falls, 

large populations dependent on these 

affordable staples could face a food 

crisis.
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PUZZLeS
Across
1 Rush around in old car, to find escaped criminal in 
Oz (10)
7 A disease singular to sponge (4)
9 English is almost never spoken poetically in Telford, 
for example (8)
10 Rotter is in modern art emporium (6)
11 Copper into Turner gets depression (6)
12 I am unpretentious? No (8)
13 Clothe with part of a corset (4)
15 Get mean about bird call (10)
18 Monster horribly present on the waves (3,7)
20 Who should really have written Diary of a Nobody? (4)
21 See 4
24 Enjoy the flavour (6)
26 Composer of Semiramide and La Mer? No (6)
27 As were the leftovers a man ate, being 
overdrawn? (8)
28 Scolded infant without a trace of leniency (4)
29 4,21’s Mount is irregular cube next to a 
generation symbol (missing centrepiece) (10)

Down
2 Auntie hit boiling asphalt (9)
3 Told of journey to university to find poem (5)
4,21 The king of 7, this general axed threat 
strategically (9,3,5)
5 Not,we hear, a problem for 4,21 (7)
6 Province is to take up weapons again, changing 
sides (5)
7 4,21’s country; a wine capital erected around the 
last stages of 300 (as it’s written) (9)
8 Aeolian and Doric, say, in 12 (5)
14 Quarrelled in Hell over a sin (9)
16 Outside port finally, make fast a vessel ñ one that’s 
engine driven (5,4)
17 Some garment to stitch, it’s said ñ or more than 
one (9)
19 One goes into troubled centre, having some guts (7)
22 Man ‘as old Erica (5)
23 Residential area in upwardly mobile part of 
Bruxelles (5)
25 Student priest in Guanaco (5)
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HoroScoPe

what the 
mOnth
has In stOre

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
There’s a major change on the horizon for your career. 
A decision taken now would impact your work life for 
at least one more year. Therefore, it’d be prudent to 
use both instinct and cold logic to figure out which 

path to take. But whatever you do shouldn’t mean burning any bridges; 
the people you meet now may be those you’d turn to at a later date. 
Avoid confrontation with work personnel who nit-pick over trivial 
matters; when they’re uncouth, just move away from the conversation.

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)
This sun sign likes conventional methods and sometimes 
it likes status quo too much. This coming phase requires 
a more malleable frame of mind; a lot of things are going 
to change rapidly. You’ll need to swim with the tide rather 
than resist. Some manoeuvring will be required – and 

expected – of you. Whenever you feel unsure, take a step back and consider 
the situation. Holding on to a bigger goal, instead of being drawn into small 
disruptions happening all around, will help you focus and take good decisions.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)
Some exertion will be needed to implement your plans 
and bring influential people round to your point of view. 
Fortunately, this sun sign’s charm will be in full flow, so 
the negotiations may take time and face a few stumbling 

blocks, but eventual success is highly probable. Those who’ve been 
experiencing trouble in their romantic life will have a chance of reconciliation; 
how that goes would depend on what and how much you’re prepared 
to commit. Partners will be understanding and patient about past issues.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)
If you’re in some kind of debt, even if it’s only a necessary 
business loan, then you might have to struggle for a 
whilst under that burden. Your partners’ support – both in 
personal life and in business – becomes vital to get you 

through this phase. Be transparent and honest with people who’re helping 
you out; expressions of genuine gratitude would bring excellent rewards. At 
the same time, you may need to undertake some business travels in order 
to secure financing. These networking attempts are quite likely to bear fruit. 

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
A round of hectic socialising and handling of important 
family matters are on the cards. Your leadership qualities 
would truly come to the fore, and people will appreciate 
being given your helping hand. Overall, this will be a 

productive and busy time for you. Investments need very close attention, 
as small variations in your decision can mean either profit and loss.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
Don’t take out your anger irrationally on the wrong people; 
that will damage your prospects for a long time to come. Even 
though you may feel upset inside, you’d need to project an 
upbeat personality. Take care to maintain peace at home, and 

think about your choice of words before you utter anything in the middle of an 
argument. Money could be one of the major reasons for disputes. 

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
As long as you believe in your dreams and keep 
chasing them – in an organised manner, and by 
taking concrete steps – they have a strong chance 
of being fulfilled. You’re on the road to success, 

even if other people tell you that the goals are unrealistic. Be sure 
of what you can and can’t do, and when you spot an opportunity 
that’s right for you, seize it boldly. This is absolutely not the time for 
dithering; take some calculated risks and you’ll get good returns.

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)
A good patch at work, friendship with experienced 
seniors, and a general feeling of belonging will make 
you a more confident and outgoing personality. This 
will have a positive spillover effect on many things: 

performance, relationships, and family ties. There’s going to be a lot 
more excitement in every sphere of your life, making this a very exciting 
time. Friends will stand by you, and will give good advice. Seek out the 
company of creative co-workers in order to unlock your own potential.

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
Refreshed and happy – that’s going to be your general 
state of mind in this phase. There’s no one underlying 
factor, but a lot of things that normally give you trouble 
will fade away, and things that you like will come in 

a succession. The financial situation will improve significantly; that’s 
another reason to feel good. In group meetings, you’ll find it easier to 
deal with people and earn respect for your plans and opinion. Success 
at high-profile projects will lead to greater prestige amongst colleagues.

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
Work-related matters will stay on an even keel, and you’ve got 
to a flying start this year in terms of social visibility and
interaction. Avoid spending money aimlessly as a 
comfort activity, or you might become pointlessly tight-

fisted. Work on getting back your peace of mind by reigniting friendships.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
Fill your mind with positivity; that’s the most crucial factor 
for success. Snuff out any burning resentment towards 
old acquaintances. Those thoughts will prevent you from 
focusing on what you need to do. Try something new 

every day, because it’s not clear exactly which step will trigger the chain 
reaction that’ll take you towards your goals. But one thing is for sure: 
inertia and staying within your comfort zone will bring no results at all.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
A sense of courage will flood you, and enable you to negotiate 
confidently on professional give and take. This courage will 
come partly from the end to a family crisis, and partly from a 
stable financial scenario. There’ll be much happiness within the 

family, and you’ll be able to face everything together. Stay in touch with friends 
who’re superior in intelligence and accomplishment; you may be inspired by 
them and seek their help for your own career moves. Make health a priority in 
order to stay ahead. 
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E L  P R I M E R O  C H R O N O M A S T E R  1 9 6 9 

Acknowledged as the world’s best chronograph, it is a descendant of the 

legendary El Primero fi rst unveiled in 1969 and proudly bears the iconic colours 

of the fi rst high-frequency automatic column-wheel chronograph calibre. Beating 

at a rate of 36,000 vibrations per hour, this daring feat embodies the exceptional 

expertise of the Manufacture.
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